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~ Rumors, facts, and what’s really going on ~ 
 

With the recent cruelty cases and our mission to purchase 
Alasa Farms, many questions have surfaced about what we 
are, what we do and what our plans for the future are.   

Cracker Box Palace, Inc. was conceived in 1997 at the 
farm that Burt and I owned on Wayne Center Road in Alton, 
NY.   Our shelter opened in March of 2001 with a small 
board of directors and big dreams and bigger hearts, and we 
knew what we had to do. We applied for and received 501(c)
3 status as a not for profit organization.   With the growing 
need in a multi-county area for a farm animal rescue and 
rehabilitation shelter, Burt and I, and our Board of Directors 
made the decision that our 48 acre farm could not accommo-
date the ever-increasing population of residents. The deci-
sion was made to accept the offer of the Mangan Family, 
owners of Alasa Farms since the 1920’s,  to move our shel-
ter there and bring new life into their historic facility.  Our 
intent was, at first, to only lease the Cow Barn.  We no more 
than stepped foot on the Alasa Farms property and we found 
ourselves in the Horse Barn too.  And now we’re finding 
ourselves in the position to buy the farm and keep it open 
and running for the future in every sense it can be.   

Before we even considered opening a place such as The 
Palace, I did a lot of research and went to other rescues and 
shelters and learned everything I could about not for profit 
sheltering.  I appreciated all their words of advice and warn-
ings about how hard this life is and how there will always be 
a need for shelters, and especially how difficult the funding 
will be.  They also cautioned me on how easy it is to bury 
yourself in animals and work.  How emotionally draining a 
shelter can be and how volunteers are great assets to any 
organization, but they are still, only volunteers and they too 
can tire and have shelter fatigue, a very real condition that 
many volunteers especially in the animal world suffer from.  
Our dedicated volunteers are special people, that is a fact!  
They give their hearts and souls to our organization and the 
animals they hope to save…and will save… and sometimes 
it gets to be too much.  Shelter burn-out is a very real condi-
tion and we try to make sure on a daily basis that each and 
every volunteer hasn’t crossed that thin line.  

On top of all that, running our shelter IS a business.  It 
incurs bills…there’s an electric bill and a phone bill, pro-
pane fuel heating bill, bedding, feed, special supplements, 
farrier, and vet bills. Gasoline and diesel fuel bills to run our 
farm equipment.   We are inspected by the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets and there are fees 
involved with that.  We are registered with the Charities 
Bureau and there are fees associated with that.   We have to 
pay taxes, and oh yes… a not for profit in NYS still has tax-
es it owes.  It has employee charges if you’re lucky enough 
to have a paid staff, and it still answers to its board of direc-
tors.   

Another misconception is that the government provides 
on-going funds  to not for profits and that they are a drain on 
taxpayers’ money.  Also not true.  Any not for profit has to 
work extremely hard at providing their service to the  

community and with that hard work, supporters and volun-
teers will follow.  We do receive some grants, but they are 
one-����� ����	
� �����
	� ��� �� -going support.  We were very 
fortunate to receive  a grant secured by Senator Mike Noz-
zolio in 2008 toward operational expenses. We have now 
been awarded a grant from New York State’s  Environmen-
tal Protection Fund toward our purchase of the farm, and 
also have partnered with Genesee Land Trust, who  secured 
a grant to help us purchase the Alasa Farms property (see 
CBP’s March 2010 newsletter for GLT’s press release...it’s 
available on our web site).  GLT will own the development 
rights to the farm to keep it forever protected from develop-
ers with a conservation easement.   

Imagine a world without not for profit organizations and 
generous philanthropists.  I’m sure many people think they 
would never find themselves in a situation that requires the 
assistance of a shelter.  But enter a natural disaster, a home 
fire, a divorce or an illness and even the most fortunate ben-
efit from other people that care enough to lend a helping 
hand.   

I’d like to address some misconceptions about CBP…  
We do not have the ability or resources to do investiga-
tions, nor do we run around ‘taking people’s animals.’  
Quite to the contrary, we rarely get to leave the farm due to 
the animals that are here and the care they and this farm 
need.  The majority of animals here at the farm are surren-
dered to us by their owners who no longer, for some devas-
tating reason have had to give up their animals, not an easy 
thing to do, but know in their hearts it’s the best option for 
their critter.   We do have cases where animal cruelty has 
been involved and the county’s officials have sent the cases 
to us.  Once the case is resolved, or in many cases the own-
ers will surrender the animals at the scene, our district attor-
ney then lets us know if the animals are surrendered to us or 
not.  We have a vet to evaluate them as soon as possible, the 
farrier in to check their feet and get them on a re-feed pro-
gram as soon as they arrive.  Wayne County then will pay 
for the first vet and farrier visit, but after that, we are on our 
own to raise the money to care for these animals.  The recov-
ery of some of the funds comes from the case going to trial 
and restitution being paid by the convicted.   

We do serve as the Large Animal Shelter for Wayne 
County and we do try and help people in need if they find 
themselves struggling to take care of their larger animals.  
We have taken in animals because of an illness in the family 
that will prevent the owners from caring for their critters.  
We have helped families that are struggling with a loss of a 
job or income and we are called by our county’s investiga-
tors, who do a thankless and unending job, with taking in 
animals they feel need to move to our facilities and be reha-
bilitated either from starvation, illness or neglect.  

                                                            Please turn to Page 8 
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A few housekeeping items… 
 
Housekeeping: (per Merriam-Webster.com) 
(1)  the management of a house and home affairs  
 
     To piggyback on Cheri’s clarification of what’s going on 
at the farm, there are a few items regarding the 
“management of our home affairs”  that I need to bring to 
the attention of our faithful supporters.  
 
No...we’re not rich enough to print newsletters in color 
     Our gentle readers are wondering why our June newslet-
ter was printed in full color.  I received several comments to 
the extent of “Well, if your organization has so much money 
it can afford to print a 20 page newsletter in color then I 
guess you don’t need my donation anymore.”  Couldn’t be 
further from the truth.  We have an anonymous benefactor 
who arranges for printing of our newsletters at no cost to 
CBP. We have saved thousands of dollars in print costs, and 
for that we are beyond grateful.  
 
Do It Yourself Staples 
     You have obviously noticed that this newsletter isn’t sta-
pled and is probably flying apart into your lap as you open it.   
We were informed by the US Postal Service that Not for 
Profit Bulk Rate mailings can no longer contain staples.  
Something about interfering with their automated machines. 
We’re also supposed to put little, expensive circular sticky-
things so-many-hundredths-of-an-inch from each edge of 
������������������
������		���
�����������������	�� �������	����
make sure each piece is right within spec.  Sheesh! In the 
��������������	�������������	���������������������� 	�����
�
we’ll figure something out! 
 
Donations are down 
     As Membership Coordinator (another hat I wear) it has 
become painfully obvious that our donations have dropped 
significantly.   It seems to be happening across many not for 
������� ������������	
� ����	� ���� ������ ���� ��������� ���� ���
doesn’t seem like that’s going to change any time soon.  
However, I continue to hear (as Cheri mentioned in her  Let-
ter to Readers, there’s a huge misconception that because we  
have been awarded some significant grants toward the Alasa 
Farms purchase, we are rolling in money.  I repeat... couldn’t 
be further from the truth.  Our on-going operational costs 
continue to rise and we can’t touch a penny of that grant 
money to pay for our day to day costs to keep our doors  
open,  our critters fed and cared for, and our barns and pas-
tures maintained.  So please...if you hear anyone mention 
that CBP has loads of dough, set them straight.  It’s only 
because of people like all of you, and your kind and gener-
ous hearts, that we can keep things going here every day and 
for that, we are truly grateful.   
 
 
 

Some inspiring words to consider... 
     I came across some quotes from Mohandas (Matahma) 
Ghandi, the political and spiritual leader of India during the 
Indian Independence Movement, a time of so much turmoil, 
confusion, and struggles on many levels.  I find many paral-
lels right now with our situation at the farm and our quest to 
purchase a forever-home while keeping our day to day oper-
tions running smoothly and financially sound...turmoil, con-
fusion, and struggles seem to be the order of the day, every 
����� � � �
�� ����� ��� 	����� 	���� ��� ���	� ��	�� ���
	� �� 	���
� ���
was truly an amazing, motivating force for millions of peo-
ple, even to this day. 
 
“You must be the change you wish to see in this world.” 
 
“ There is nothing that wastes the body like worry, and one 
who has any faith in God should be ashamed to worry about 
anything whatsoever.” 
 
“ You may never know what results come of your action, but 
if you do nothing there will be no result.”  �
�
     I believe that all of us here at the shelter are truly step-
ping up to “be the change” we wish to see in this world.  
Through the efforts of our tireless volunteers and all of you 
who believe in our mission, we truly are trying, and I believe 
succeeding, to make a difference to change the cycle of 
���	�� ���� �������
� �������� ���������� ���� ���������� ��� ���
believe that someday perhaps shelters like ours won’t be 
needed anymore.   
     All of us can truly testify to the effects of worry on our 
physical and emotional well-being.  Shelter life carries with 
it a very heavy load, one that is very difficult to describe or 
understand unless you’re in the thick of it day after day.  
And, with the additional stress of fundraising for our proper-
ty purchase looming large, our load has become heavy in-
deed.  I am trusting in my deep faith in God to help us all 
with this burden of worry, and lighten our load in the days 
ahead.   
     And now, it is truly a time for action.  None of us recog-
nize or acknowledge the term “do nothing.”  We’re all going 
flat-out and sometimes I can’t even comprehend where eve-
ryone’s energy and drive continue to come from.   It’s a 
combination of inner strength, stubbornness, belief in our 
cause and the reliance of all of these animals on us,  the need 
to make things happen, faith in our supporters, and faith in 
God that will keep our actions on course.  
    Thank you all for your faith in us.           
                                                                   Gratefully,   Alice 
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© Our amazing Friend of the Farm who prefers to remain 

anonymous who is responsible for the printing of our 
newsletters!   They have saved us thousands of dollars 
over the past few years and even arranged to have our 
June newsletter printed in color.  It was beautiful!   

© Steve Gates and Susie Truesdell, Marty Nott and Nancy 
Somerville for once again procuring and paying for all 
of the sound equipment for Music Fest! And getting a 
professional “sound guy” to mix everything and make it 
happen!  HUGE kudos go to Steve, who, every year, 
goes wayyyyy above and beyond what we could ever 
ask to provide professional sound equipment.   

  Steve…ewe are the greatest!    
© Landmaster Outdoor Services for the awesome covered 

stage for Music Fest.  Our friends at Landmaster rent 
tents and their stage and can take care of all your our-
door needs!  Call Trevor at 315-290-2039. 

© Tim Jones and Margaret Hyman who continue to print 
out tri-fold brochures for us!  And to Kim Paquette who 
has been printing our Walking Tour guides for us!    

© Once again...to Kelly and Gus Friedl and their friend 
Marv Fannin who have completed our new Gift Shop in 
the West Barn.  It’s incredible!! 

© Wanda Pollesini for the wonderful dinner out and ad-
vice on thoroughbred rehabilitation.  Amped says “Hi!” 

© Dave VanAcker for his never-ending assistance with 
haying, hauling hay for us, fixing equipment, and donat-
ing hay.  See what happens when you live next to a 
shelter, Dave?  We are grateful to ewe. 

© Rylee Collea (below, right) and Sara Welkley (left)  
who stayed up all night making yarn bracelets to sell to 
benefit our Large Animal Response Team at Animal 
Faire!  Their sales brought in $35.41!  We also give a 
huge Thank Ewe to Rylee who donated ALL of her 
birthday money to the LART…$185.00!  Thank ewe 
girls, we LOVE ewe! 

© Karisa Hemen, a young lady who emptied her piggy-
bank to donate to CBP! 

© Lyons Veterinary Clinic and the Wayne County Hu-
mane Society for all of their help with the kittens and 
cats who were abandoned at the farm this spring and 
summer. 

© Ken Lauderdale of Savannah who has again donated 
hay...200 bales.  And also Thank Ewe to our own Leo 
Ticconi who hauled that hay for us!   

© EVERYONE who has donated or offered donations of 
���
�������
����������	���������	�������������  

© Thank EWE to Dr. Liz from Ledgewood Equine Vet 
Clinic.  She has recently moved to Virginia where she is 
working 
with a com-
panion ani-
mal vet.  
We can’t 
thank you 
enough for 
your wise 
counsel, 
kindness, 
and skilled 
treatment 
for our crit-
ters’ ail-
ments.  
Everyone 
“down 
South” is very lucky to have you residing and practicing 
there.  We all miss you!  Especially Lucy and Judy (in 
photo above)!!!   

© Delores Johnson for her donation of an absolutely gor-
gous hand-made quilt to auction at our Gala Ball.  It is 
just beautiful!   

© Everyone who came to the farm for Congressman Dan 
Maffei’s visit.  See page 11 for story and photos. 

© Don and Joanne McDougall for their wonderful dona-
tion in celebration of the marriage of Friends of the 
Farm Dave Washburn and Barb (Kuhn) Devers!  We’re 
hoping others follow suit with occasions to celebrate! 

© The Village Auction Company for the use of their porta-
potties and tents for our events. 

© Lyons Veterinary Clinic for all of the bunny spays and 
neuters.  You helped prevent probably the birth of thou-
sands of bunnies! 

© As always, our amazing webmaster (webmistress?) 
Marlene Ferguson who continues to astound us with 
how quickly she turns around our never-ending re-
quests. 

© Tim and Dar Jones who collect countless cans and bot-
tles and donate all of the proceeds to CBP, honoring the 
memory of their daughter Shannon.  Bless ewe, Tim and 
Dar!  Shannon’s smiling on all of us and her beautiful 
Dawn Redwood memorial tree at the farm is thriving! 

��������	
�����

911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 

Remember that number!  If you are concerned about the 
possible neglect or abuse of an animal, please call 911.  
The appropriate town/county agency will investigate and 
contact us if an animal needs rescue/shelter.  We do not 
�������� ����	��������	
� ��
��� ������ ��� �������� 	��� ���� ����
animals in need.  For all other inquiries about the farm, 
call 315-483-2493 but please be patient with us...you’ll 
usually receive the answering machine because we’re out in 
the barns and pastures working with the animals.  We prom-
ise to get back to you as soon as we possibly can.  Thank 
ewe for understanding!! 
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ª    Once again, CBP was called upon by the Wayne County 
District Attorney, WC Sheriffs and Animal Cruelty Investi-
gators to take charge of  six horses that the county ordered 
seized from owner Amy Burdick’s farm in Clyde, NY in 
July.  Mem-
bers of 
CBP’s 
LART 
rolled out, 
and as al-
ways, they 
never quite 
know what 
they’ll be 
getting into 
on-scene 
but are pre-
pared for 
anything.  
The condi-
tion of the 
horses was 
something 
that no one 
was prepared for.  The story of the rescue and rehabilitation 
of these horses is a long and heartbreaking one, but the good 
news is that the horses that still remain at CBP are doing 
wonderfully!  Magic, a 25 year old thoroughbred gelding 
and the one in the worst condition is now running the pasture 
with our old guys at the Cow Barn and shows us every day 
that he is a race horse!  LP is at this barn also and he too is 
doing great!  Even with his crooked knee!  Skip is actually 
being considered for a family in our foster program and 
Nora should be starting under saddle again very soon!  The-
se four were very responsive to their re-feed program and 
are looking great! 
      Their story has been posted on CBP’s web site for a 
while, but we wanted to include it in this newsletter for all of 
our members who do not have web site access.  Please turn 
to Page 14 for this heartbreaking, maddening, and hopeful 
story.   
 
ª     We’ve had three bunnies recently admitted, and they’re 
looking for good, loving homes.  Our newest arrivals include 
���	������� �� ������� ������  �!
� "����� �� ������ ������ � �����
 �!� #�����$
� ���� %��	��� ��
very pretty two year old or-
ange bunny (right).   

 
 

ª      Amped is a five 
year old thorough-
bred race horse, just 
off the track life and 
is proving to be 
Cheri’s personal chal-
lenge!  Amped has 
been retired here at 
the farm under spe-
cial circumstances.  
Normally our retire-
ments are for 20 year 
old horses and older, 
but Amped has many 
special needs which 
led to his owner’s 
concern as to where he ended up after his race career was 
over.  Amp is a big, beautiful guy and we’re doing every-
thing we can to acclimate him to his new life as a retiree and 
take care of his body’s special needs.    
ª     Spruce the Duck is now here with us at the farm.  
Spruce had been raised from a duckling and imprinted on his 
human family.  He’s quite a character and needs to be 
around people all the time or he panics. Jody’s doing a great 
job acclimating him to the farm. 
ª    Kitty Luzatti is our latest addition to our barn cat family.  
She’s a feral that just kind of showed up.  We’re making 
progress with her, and her social skills are improving. 

ª     We’re pleased to announce that the “Connecticut Mal-
choffs” have sponsored Ted in honor of their daughter, Pam-
ela’s, birthday.  Pamela is a graduate student in NYC and 
just fell in love with Ted...but then who doesn’t love that 
rascal bird?!   
    Shown at right is Pame-
la hugging her buddy Ted 
during a visit to the farm 
this summer.   
   Ted came to CBP a cou-
���� ��� ����	� ���
� �� �������
had purchased a number 
of baby chicks and found 
that they had too many 
roosters...so Ted and his 
brothers came to the farm.  
Ted and his favorite broth-
er, Shaker, lived in the 
Cow Barn and were in-
stant celebs at events.  
After Shaker passed away 
from a respiratory illness, 
Ted was very depressed. CBP’s people took him for rides to 
get coffee in Sodus Point or go to the feed store, but he still 
seemed very sad.  All’s well that ends well, though...we 
found a new friend for Ted...a great big hen named Big 
Mamma.  Ted and his new best friend, Big Mamma  are very 
happy together, and they’re livin’ large in the Horse Barn in 
their huge new condo built by Cheri and Elaine! 
   
  Please turn to Page 16 for Adoptions. 
 

 

LART volunteer Bob Hyman holds Magic’s 
lead while CBP’s rescue trailers are readied 
on-scene at the Clyde rescue.  
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Our treasured people friends… 
 
?    We extend our deepest sympathy to Friends of the Farm 
Kathy and Tom Plantz, and to the extended Scott family on 
the loss of the family patriarch, Ross “Scotty” Scott who 
crossed over to be with Our Lord on September 19, 2010.  
Scotty was a wonderful husband to his beloved Bernice for 
58 years, and a father who was truly loving and totally de-
voted to his family.  Scotty was fun, witty, and always had 
gleam in his eye that made you know that he was up to 
something.  Godspeed, Scotty!  You’ll live forever in so 
many, many hearts that you touched! 

?    Our hearts go out to the family and friends of Dorothy 
Louis, who left her home on Earth on June 16, 2010.  Doro-
thy’s life was rich with accomplishments as an author, musi-
cian, and artist.  She had a deep love of animals, especially 
her dog, Ladye, who traveled with her on many occasions. 
Dorothy’s wishes were that contributions in her memory be 
made to “any organization that supports the humane, non-
lethal care and protection of pets, strays, and wildlife.”  
Amen.  We extend our thanks to Scott Hecker for his dona-
����� ���&'(� ���%������
	� ������
� ��� ����� 	��� �	� ��� �	���
and smiling down on us.   

?    We were stunned and filled with disbelief when we 
learned about the passing on June 19 of our  wonderful 
Friend of the Farm, Sharon Beneway.  Sharon’s Stone Age 
Jewelry booth has been something that visitors to the farm at 
our special events al-
ways looked forward to.  
Her exquisite jewelry 
creations truly embodied 
her beautiful and crea-
tive spirit and love of all 
things in nature.  Sharon 
was a compassionate 
lover of animals, espe-
cially dogs.  She also 
had a sense of humor 
����� ������� 	�������
� ����
just never knew what she 
was going to do or say to 
surprise you and make 
you laugh.  Our hearts go out to those who remain be-
hind...her loving partner Tom Becker, best friend Nancy 
Kasper, her mother June Hamilton, her brother Malcolm, 
and all of her extended family members and 
friends...especially her beloved dog, Tweetie.   You were 
taken from us too soon, Sharon, but your life’s special light 
will be with us always.    

?     We received a very poignant letter from a fellow who 
had just learned about the passing in 2009 of a wonderful 
Friend of the Farm, Mallory “Mal” Stubbe, of  Huron, NY.  
Jim Hall contacted us regarding Mal, wondering if we had 
any information about Mal’s final resting place so that he 
could go there and honor him.  He had found Mal’s name in  

    ���� ��� ���� ���	������	������ 	����� ����� )��
	� ���� �� �	���	
�
they live in the top of the horse barn.  After corresponding 
with Jim, we received the following letter, which truly 
touched our hearts.  Jim wrote... 
 
    Mal Stubbe was a much loved or enjoyed boss in my 
previous life at E I Dupont, which I have been reminded 
once more how he was remembered by others.  In the last 
few days I have bumped into others that knew him and were 
shocked that he had passed.  He was my foreman for 12 
years of my 28 year history at E I Dupont, where we made 
photo film and paper for the printing business, and we did it 
very well, seeing our near neighbor was Kodak, and we 
were always measuring ourselves to them.  
    ���� ������ 	
�� ������� �� ��
� �

�� ���� ��� �������� ���	 
���
with us as well as around us, and in later years when we 
worked on Sundays, he made a point of having a hot 
breakfast for us and did some of the cooking.  He was the 
glue that kept us men together in a way that made us feel like 
family and our associations with each other were felt every 
day he kept his eye on us, doing our job, knowing our 
feelings and most of all doing his best to make us who we 
were.   
    One thing that others might not know...there was another 
fellow worker was going through some new avenues of life, 
��
��
��� �� ���� ���
�� ����� 
��� ������� ������ ���� ���� �� ����
was there to help? Mal was there, he seemed to know what 
to do. Another kind note that touches me is that Mal was a 
pallbearer at my father’s passing. To this day I don’t 
remember who else was there, but Mal helped me more than 
folks knew. 
    So I knew this man, and others loved him too, and I am so 
glad he fit in where he was needed, just like he fit into our 
lives in our job. He will be missed and in those quiet 
moments before sleep, I hope God has him busy as well, 
fitting in where he is needed and waiting patiently for his 
wife that I knew he must have loved so much.  
 
Thank you, Jim, for this wonderful tribute to a very special 
person and for your heartfelt reflections.     We welcome you 
into our Farm Family.   
 
?   We extend our sincere thanks to the following people for 
their thoughtful memorial donations on honor of our friends 
who have passed on over the past several months...  
    Sherry Russell and Iva Peck in memory of Gail Madison 
   Maryann Antinoro, Valerie and Alex Hrabko, and the 
Wayne Drumlins Antique Auto Club in memory of Floyd 
Matteson 
    Elinor Weldgen in memory of Dorothy Frey 
    Roger and Nancy Godown in memory of Mr. Paul Miller.  
 
 Our dear animal friends… 
 
?   We sadly report that our sweet black sheep, Baa Baa, has 
crossed over.   Cow Barn Manager Jody noticed that Baa 
Baa wasn’t acting quite like herself.  Every day she and her 
lamb, Dave, would absolutely bolt out of their stall in the 
barn and head out into the nursery pasture to spend the day 
playing with Lois and her twin baby goats, Johnny and 
Rose...along with Hamlet the pot belly pig and Snuggles, our 
turkey.  Baa Baa wasn’t interested in her lamb or leaving her 

 
Please turn to Page 6 



Cracker Box Palace News        Sept 2010           Page 6 

 
                                       from Page 5 
 

stall to go outdoors, nor was she interested in eating. Jody 
also noticed blood in her urine.  Dr. Scoville was called in 
�����������
� ������ ��	� ������ ���� �����	�	� ���� 	��� � �	� ����
on special sup-
plements, but 
her condition 
continued to 
decline rapidly.  
The next morn-
ing she seemed 
to be doing 
better, but took 
a rapid turn for 
the worse in 
the afternoon.  
Dr. Scoville 
came to the 
farm again, 
immediately, 
but by that 
time she was down and it was obvious that she wasn’t com-
ing back to us.  She was given the gift of release from her 
����
�������	��������
	������	����������������	���� ��	�����������
one to make.   
     Subsequent toxicology reports indicated that she passed 
away as a result of copper poisoning.  To this day her expo-
sure to copper remains a mystery, as our sheep and goats are 
NEVER given any feed that could potentially contain cop-
per.  The only potential source of copper exposure that could 
be possible were chicken droppings that Baa Baa may have 
been exposed to in the barn prior to our new Chicken Run 
being built.  The barn was the only place we had at the time 
to keep the chickens safe from predators. 
     We know Baa Baa is looking down on Dave and is com-
forted and content seeing him with his playmates in the 
nursery pen and she knows how much Jody loves and cares 
for all of those babies...and soon they’ll all be joining the 
Big Flock in the main pasture under the supervision of the 
elder sheep, Ernie and Sophie and Goat-Mother Lois.   
 
ª    And, speaking of Goat-Mother Lois, her dedicated part-
ner and (we’re assuming) father to her twins, Leo, has joined 
Baa Baa in the sweet fields of alfalfa and clover across the 
Rainbow Bridge.  Leo and Lois came to CBP from a cruelty 
case.  Lois was pregnant when she came to our farm, and 
Leo looked pretty proud when her twins were born.   
     Leo became ill just after our Music Fest weekend.  He 
had been eating treats from our visitors, and then that night 
he managed to escape from his pasture into the adjacent 
horse pasture, where he gained access to their feed...which is 
not a good thing for sheep and goats.  The vet was once 
again on-	����
� ���� ������	�	� ��	� ������ ���� ������ ��	� ����*
ing we could do for Leo.  We’ll all miss that silly, mischie-
vous goat and we know he’s watching over his babies, John-
ny and Rose.    
 
ª     We thank everyone who continues to donate to CBP in 
honor of the memory of their beloved pets, and those of their 
friends.   This quarter’s donations included: 
 

    Donations from our dear Friend of the Farm Pat Culver in 
memory of her friend Patti Cumming’s loving canine com-
panion, Molly,  and in honor of Molly’s great  dog pal, Sa-
���
� ��	�� �� ��������� ��� ������� ��� &'(
	� (��� ���� )�� �
Beasley, also See More and Nutmeg, beloved cats of Pat’s 
dear friends in Rochester.  
     By Lauren and Juan Jose Saavedra in memory of Tom 
Robert & Siam. 
     By Sue Affolter, who wrote to us... “in memory of a won-
derful horse who had to be euthanized at our barn.  Lil Guy 
had a wonderful life although it was much too short.”  Our 
hearts go out to Lil Guy’s people, Carla and Claude Carson.    
     By Gordon and Judy DeLorm in loving memory of  
Dylan, loyal friend and companion of Howie and Nancy 
Stark. 
 
ª      We’re very sorry to report the passing of McKenna – he 
didn’t stay a long time with us here at the farm, but he 
seemed to be doing better while he was here.  McKenna was 
a 25 year old Morgan with many problems when he arrived.  
But he seemed to be getting stronger, had been turned out 
with Prince and the older horse herd, making friends.  But on 
a sunny Saturday, he ate his breakfast, went out and ran the 
pasture with Prince, laid down as if to roll, and then left us, 
very quietly and peacefully.   Kick up your heels and enjoy 
your forever-life, McKenna!  We know our friends Mint, 
Sunny, Casey, and all who have left their home here at CBP 
for that beautiful, eternal home were there to welcome you 
when you crossed over the Rainbow Bridge.  
 

 
 

 �

� ����������� ��!���
�

When I come to the end of the road  
and the sun has set for me, 

I want no rites in a gloom-filled room.  
Why cry for a soul set free? 

Miss me a little, but not too long,  
and not with your head bowed low. 

Remember the love that we once shared. 
Miss me, but let me go. 

This is a journey that we all must take,  
and each must go alone. 

It’s all part of the Master’s Plan.  
It’s a step on the road to home. 

Miss me, but let me go. 
When you are lonely and sick of heart,  

go to the friends we know, 
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds. 

Miss me, but let me go. 
 
     

Our sweet Baa Baa with her lamb, Dave.   

Making a donation to Cracker Box Pal-
ace in a loved one’s name, a  human or 
animal friend who has passed on to the 
other side, is a wonderful way to honor 
their life by helping to save a life.  Be an 
angel... 

Contact CBP for information. 
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Hours & Tours at the Farm 

 
We’re heading into the “Winter Season 
of Survival.”  As our Upstate New 
York members know, winters here can 
be brutally cold with cruel  winds off 
Lake Ontario that chill to the bone up 
here on our hill.  We will be open to 
the public on Saturdays from 10-3, or 
by appointment from November 

through April.  Self-������� ����	� ����� ��	�� ��� ���������
�
farm maps are located at the Horse Barn in the mailbox.  
Call to inquire about tours. Tour itineraries are available at 
www.crackerboxpalace.org.  

If the weather is bad our critters will most likely be 
tucked into their cozy barns and not out in the pastures.  We 
welcome your wintertime visits, but please remember to 
dress VERY warmly...like our critters in their winter coats! 

THANK EWE TO OUR NEW AND 
RENEWING MEMBERS JUN-AUG 

Renewing Members 
Nancy Becker ~ Kim Bennett  

Bonnie Bitetti & Dan Pospula ~ June Camp ~ John Catlin 
Sharon Cavaleri ~ Ellen Cooper ~ Barb DeRoo 

Dorothy Duff ~ Loir & William Farmer 
Janine Fogarty & Jim Hoestermann 

Larry & Darlene Folts (Dar’s Delights Ice Cream) 
Shara Gee ~ Virginia Graham ~ Lois Hager 

Dr. Evan Polewchak-Jasinski ~ Delores Johnson 
Phyllis Lent ~ Kathy Madison ~ Carol Martini 

North Rose Lyons Club ~ Janet Norton 
Molly O’Connor ~ Kathy & Tom Plantz 

Thomas & Charlene Shea 
State Farm Companies Foundation 

Karen & James Strossman 
V. Johanne West & Tamara Virts ~ Valerie White 

 
New Members 

Martha & Maurice Abrams ~ Sue Affolter 
Maryan & Gary Antinoro ~ Bay Street Hotel 

Margaret Biehler ~ Jan Burnap 
Wayne & Jacqueline Canute-Goss  

Carla & Claude Carson ~ Patricia Case  
Sue & Dick Conant (Sodus Point Fudge Co.) 

Linda Dean ~ Margaret DeCoster ~ Dorothy Ferguson 
Lesia & Jeffrey Fletcher ~ Joseph & Lorraine Fraciola 

Roger & Nancy Godown ~ Danie & Susan Graham 
Jessica Hadcock ~ Jim Hall ~ Esther Head 
William & Kathy Heater ~ Scott Hecker 
Alex & Valerie Hrabko ~ Pixie Hylton 
Michelle & Gary Keim ~ Mike King  
Cheryl & Bill Kline ~ Anthony Kusza 

Donald & Joanne MacDougall ~ Loring McDaniel 
Virginia Miller ~ Sandra Morris  

John & Dominic Murtari ~ Donna Neufeglise 
Margaret Nolan ~ Friends of Bob Oaks 

P. Amanda Parsons ~ Russell Phillips & Associates 
Bonda Reid & Caddryn Bartlett ~ Beverly Reynolds 
Robert Rheinwald ~ Janet Roycroft ~ Sherry Russell 

Juan Jose & Lauren Saavedra 
Quinton & iley Scalfaro ~ Gloria Tomasi 

Wayne Drumlins Antique Auto Club 
Ed & Nancy Wheeler ~ Robert Young, M.D. 

We LOVE ewe! 
Tell your friends they can become a member 
���������	�
�������
���������������
	�
�����

the “DONATION” button 
www.crackerboxpalace.org 

 
 
 

 
 

All memberships include a subscription to our 
quarterly newsletter...sign up now and get all the 

latest news from the farm!! 
 

Name ____________________________________ 
 
Street ____________________________________ 
 
Town, State, ZIP ____________________________
  
E-Mail _____________________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________________________ 
 

 
 

Please make checks payable to  
Cracker Box Palace and mail to 
PO Box 174, Alton, NY  14413 

~ Your donation is tax-deductible ~ Thank Ewe! 
Ewe can also donate on our website!!!! 

$ 25.00 $ 50.00 $ 75.00 

$ 100.00 Other: ________ 
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We do have a Large Animal Response Team, also run 
by volunteers.  These folks go through training to deal with 
big animals in emergency situations.  They are caring, sym-
pathetic and creative folks who can be called day or night 
and in any weather to help an animal in need.   They meet 
monthly and practice using the equipment, reviewing cases 
they’ve been called on and are always thinking of ways they 
could do things better.  They also do not charge for their 
services.  They depend on donations and their fundraisers to 
get the money to have training workshops every other year 
and purchase very specialized equipment for the rescues.   

We do try to save our spaces for animals in truly crisis 
situations, and not for people who just want to ‘donate’ 
an animal to us.  I once told our volunteers that we could 
build another two barns and fill them in a day or two.  This 
is a fact.  But with two more barns and many more animals, 
there comes work and more bills and more need to provide 
them with the level of care they need.   That is how easy it is 
to bury oneself in the shelter world.   

When cats and dogs, ferrets or wildlife are dropped off 
(literally) we move them to appropriate shelters like Krit-
ter Kris Wildlife Rehabilitator, the Wayne County Humane 
Society and Lake Road Ferret Rescue in Naples.  We don’t 
have the funds or facilities for any of these kinds of animals 
and truly appreciate the rescues that network with us to be 
sure they all get the care they need.  We also find our other 
shelter friends are great sounding boards and sources of 
strength and advice when we need a ‘big brother’ to call who 
truly understands the problems shelters face.   

We do have two full-������ ������ ���	������� ���
�����
else working at the shelter is a volunteer.  Our employees 
are paid minimum wage for 40 hours work per week, when 
in reality they both work nearly double those 
hours...volunteering that “overtime.”  And, sadly, depending 
on our operating budget, at any time we could have to cut 
down to one or zero paid employees.  My husband, Burt, and 
�� ���� ���� ����� ��������	
� ������ ����� ����� ���� ��	�� �������
never will be.   
   And the biggest confusion we face lately is that yes, we 
are in the process of trying to buy Alasa Farms.  We have 
a Capital Campaign that is trying to raise not only the $1.5 
million to buy the farm, but an additional $500,000 to start 
and have an endowment fund to keep it running for the fu-
ture.  All this while still trying to raise the money necessary 
to keep up with the animal care budget.  The grants we 
have been awarded to-date can only be applied toward 
the purchase of Alasa Farms.  Not one penny of this grant 
money can go to take care of the animals, fix the barns, re-
pair the main house, pay any bills, or support day to day 
operations in any way.   

 We also are trying to resolve another very large area of 
public confusion...Cracker Box Palace is not in any way 
affiliated or partnered with ALASA Academy, an organi-
zation which adopted the Alasa name and was permitted use 
of some of the grounds at Alasa Farms by the owners.    That 
organization has moved their operations to the former Camp 
Beechwood, which is now leased by the Town of Sodus 
from the NYS Department of Parks and Recreation.  If you 
have questions about the Academy’s programs, please con-
tact them directly. 
    

We are working with Cornell University’s FarmNet 
program to develop a workable, solid Five Year Business 
Plan.  We’re working on the development of many pro-
grams, including rehabbing the barns and houses.  We hope 
to save the historic Shaker House that burned on February 5, 
2009.  We want to add a museum, hiking and riding trails, 
camp sites, a wildlife and endangered species preserve, 
horse back riding programs and a bed and breakfast, all to 
help sustain and run the farm.   

We will keep the orchards that are run by our friends 
the Furber family and there will continue to be row 
crops on the farm, although our hay production will have to 
increase.  We hope to expand our fields and pastures and 
keep and grow our farming to help sustain the farm and the 
animals that live here.  We also want to restore all the build-
ings and maybe even resurrect some of the ones that have 
since given way.  We will be consulting with a forestry ser-
vice to keep the forests healthy and hope to even add a ma-
ple syrup community project for the future.   

We are also exploring a vet assistance program and 
putting a vet clinic co-op in place here at the farm that would 
serve more animals that could be transported to us, provid-
ing yet another way for large animal owners to get less ex-
pensive preventive care for their animals.  
    ���� �������	������ �
�� ���	���� ��
�� ��� ���� ��
��� our 
dreams, big and we have some very dedicated people who 
have come on board to make all of this happen.   

We don’t want to see Alasa Farms go the way of the dino-
saurs, or worse, succumb to a developer’s bulldozers and 
have condos arise from the ashes.  We intend to preserve its 
rich history and keep it open to the community, productive 
and growing in its services.  And it will be our mighty vol-
unteers, donors and supporters who will help us get it there 
as they have brought us this far.  We only hope to make our 
community proud of us and our achievements.   

If you have any questions about Cracker Box Palace or 
Alasa Farms, please feel free to drop us a line at cracker-
bpalace@netzero.com. 

  We will try to respond to you as quickly as we can and 
answer your questions.  Thank you to all who are in here for 
the long haul with us!   

 
An announcement I have always feared and regret……   
     We have always tried to keep the farm open and keep a 
space for animals truly in need.  However, with our present 
state of trying to purchase this farm and the possibility that if 
we, for whatever reason, cannot complete the purchase and 
have to move our facility….   

We regretfully announce that we will no longer be able to 
take on any more animals until we have the farm in our 
name and our endowment fund established.  It would be 
absolutely irresponsible of us to take on more when our own 
future is hanging in the balance.  And until all of this is fi-
nalized and we can run the farm under the Cracker Box Pal-
ace name, we just won’t be able to take in more.   Hopefully, 
this will only be a very temporary state for us as we should 
know where we stand as of the beginning of January 2011.  

 
 

Founder & Farm Manager 
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Farmy musings from Barry 
 
    Hay all!  It’s Barry here 
from the center of the farm!  
We goats have been jumping 
the fences and exploring the 
farm and sure enough!  Its 
apple season again!  But those 
crazy volunteers have gone 
and outdone themselves on 
the other side of the farm!  
Kelly and Gus Friedel and 
their buddy Marv Fannin have 

been busy building the new Gift shop in the West Barn and 
they cleaned out the center for a Visitor’s Center, complete 
with a model of the Shaker House!  The volunteers hope to 
put in all kinds of information about the history of Alasa 
Farms and Cracker Box Palace in there!  It is really cool!  
One of the new ‘products’ they hope to add to the new gift 
shop is called “Baar Wear” after ME!!!!  Shirts, hoodies and 
other fabric items with my hoof prints on them!  Now that’s 
what I call stylin’!!!!   
     And on the other side of the West Barn, there’s a girl 
scout, Hannah  Johnasse, who is working on her Gold 
Award.  She’s rehabbing that side of the barn as an orphan 
baby animal barn!  As much fun as it was to have the baby 
animals in their office, the volunteers said it was too hard on 
the computers, copiers and office equipment.  I remember 
when I was a baby and in the office, I did break the 
phone….. sorry about that!  It will be a very cool place for a 
scared and frightened youngster to grow up and get used to 
moving in with us older, more experienced animals.   
     There’ve been new pastures going up for the horses, a 
new maternity barn and pasture for Merribelle the donkey, 
they’re going to be fixing the back side of the lower Cow 
Barn and there’s even talk of the rabbits getting a new run 
out front by Stormy!  Holy Cow!  (No disrespect, Miss De-
liah!)  They also hope to finish off the Creamery end of the 
building as a heated stall for animals that can’t take the cold 
or need a quiet place to recover if they’re sick or injured.  I 
heard Hamlet the potbelly pig may have to move in this win-
ter because when he came to the farm, he had hypothermia.  
Not sure what that is, but I know it can’t be good to be out-
side in the cold if you have it!   
     But the best addition and project they came up with is in 
OUR pasture!  We have a new playhouse!  We’ve formed 
our own secret club with even a secret horn shake!  Spanky 
and Bugsy felt there wasn’t enough light in it when it moved 
in, so they made new windows in the sides, (the volunteers 
are fixing those now and putting in a new floor on the se-
cond floor for some our ‘weighty-er’ members of the club.)   
We’ll be getting a ramp to climb to the second floor and then 
we can look down on that llama and alpaca!  Then they’ll be 
putting the younger volunteers to work painting it to match 
the other buildings on the farm!  We goats will be supervis-
ing them carefully, as we always do with their building pro-
jects.  Humans just need that goat expertise when they’re 
working!   
    There’s just SO much going on here lately!  I’ve been 
busy working on my winter coat. We all have to do our part 
around here to get ready for old man winter!  Be sure to stop 
by the goat pasture and say “Hi!” if you’re out and about!  

  
 
     It all began at CBP’s 2010 Gala Snowflake Ball…our 
auctioneer Marty Nott has a gift when it comes to getting 
people to big high and bid often.  After we thought we had 
the ultimate auction items bid on, didn’t Friend of the Farm 
Dave VanAcker issue a challenge… “Hey Burt, how about 
you auction off your ponytail and donate it to Locks of 
+���,-��������������&����	���	��������������������� ���	�������
�
the winning bid 
of $500 came in 
from Friend of 
the Farm Don 
Collea, and when 
Marty announced 
“SOLD!” the 
crowd erupted 
into applause.    
     Burt ex-
plained that he 
needed a few 
more months to 
grow his ponytail 
to the required 12” to donate to Locks of Love, and everyone 
was on board with that.   
     With this summer’s intense heat and humidity, Burt was 
really glad when it was time for the ponytail to go.  In fact, 
he decided that his beard was going to get a good shearing 
too!   
     CBP Treasurer and photographer Ethan Irwin was on 
hand to document the event at the Hair Menagerie salon in 

Sodus.  An-
gie  did the 
honors and 
took care of 
getting Burt’s 
ponytail to 
Locks of 
Love.   
     This was 
truly a win-
win-win 
event.  CBP 
received a 
super dona-
tion from 
Don Collea, 
Burt spent 

the rest of the summer sheared and much cooler, and some-
where, a child who has lost their hair due to a catastrophic 
illness will receive a beautiful hairpiece made from Burt’s 
wonderful, naturally curly dark hair.   
     .����� ���� ���%���� /��0����� ���� 	�������� ���� ��� ���	 
� ����
Marty for pressing Gala-goers to bid high, to Don for his 
donation, and  most of all to Burt for being such a good 
sport!   
     Who knows what will come up for bid at the 2011 Gala 
Ball?  Only time will tell!  If you haven’t been to one of our 
Gala Ball fundraisers,  you’re missing out on a whole lot of 
fun!!!  See you on February 12, 2011!!!   
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September 18 - What a perfect Fall day for our annual Ani-
mal Faire!  Blue skies and sunshine brought loads of people 
out to tour the farm, talk with other rescue organizations, 
and shop for goodies with our wonderful vendors.   
As always, The Bubble Lady, Bette Bugni, provided non-
stop fun for kids with her giant bubble-making equipment.  
Maryanne Whyte had a booth with all kinds of kids games 
and loads of prizes that kept them coming back for more.          

Our friends from the Wayne County Humane Society were 
on hand to chat with people about their adoption programs, 

and we were 
delighted to 
once again have 
the Wayne 
County Sheriff’s 
Department 
bring their K9 
partners to 
demonstrate 
their skills.  You 
wouldn’t want 
to be a “bad 
guy” with those 
dogs around!   
    Friend of the 
Farm Dr. Becky 
Wadsworth 
brought two of 

her beautiful alpacas from her Nether Walnut Hill Alpaca 
Farm in Lyons.  She also sells all kinds of wonderfully-soft 
alpaca fiber clothing and yarn if you want to make your 
own.  Becky refers to her alpacas as “serenity on four legs 
who can make any day better.”   
One of the groups that was new to Animal Faire this year 
��	�.���1��������%�������	
� ����
��� ����� ��� ���� '�� ���	� ����
Brain Injury organization from Canandaigua, NY.  Members 
of the group have all suffered a serious brain injury and their 
wildlife education outreach program is an integral part of 
their recovery.  It’s a truly fascinating group to chat with.  
They brought several exotic animals, including an armadillo, 
an African crested porcupine, a coatimundi, and an Ameri-
can alligator baby.  If you’d like more information about 

     The Wildlife Defenders and the community programs 
they offer, visit http://bridgesforbraininjury.org/About-
Bridges-for-Brain-Injury/Wildlife-Defenders.html. 
 

Our Gypsy Story-
teller Violca Mtrola 
(also known as 
Mimi Foxmorton) 
strolled the grounds 
in her wonderful 
Gypsy attire, spin-
ning tales for eve-
ryone’s enjoyment.  
Her dream came 
true when she had 
the chance to pose 
with Brewster, who 
was very patient 
about the whole 
thing! 

1�� ���� 	���� ����� ������������ 	������	
�%���2�����1� �����
discussed Vet Questions for Companion Animals and Dr. 
David Scoville addressed Goat Care.  Thank ewe to our 
wonderful veterinarians for everything they do for us! 
     We had lots of great donations at the gate with everything 
from horse blankets to rakes, shovels, and feed, and we took 
in about $900 in cash!  Animal Faire is always provides a lot 
of family fun, especially with the kick-off of our U-Pick 
Apple season!   Our 2011 Animal Faire is scheduled for Sep-
�������34
����������������  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

     On July 22 CBP’s Large Animal Response Team 
was called to transport six horses from a cruelty case in 
Clyde, under the instructions of Wayne County Animal 
Cruelty Investigators and Wayne County Sherriff’s 
department.  Read the full story on Page 14. 
     On September 5 the LART was called by Ledge-
wood Equine Vet Clinic to assist in getting a horse up 
and out of a barn to try and get her to stand.  They did 
get her out of the barn but with repeated tries, the horse 
did not make it to standing unfortunately.  All our con-
dolences and sympathy go out to the owner and her 
family and barn family on the loss of her horse.   

Greig Street  
Sodus Point 

315-483-6372 
Your hosts 

The Buchwald Family 

Fine Dining in a  
Casual Atmosphere 

Lunch & Dinner Daily 
Breakfast on Weekends 

~Extensive Menu~ 
~Many Daily Specials~  

                                 Vegetarian? ...We’ll cater to  
                                        your special requests 

                                Now booking holiday parties! 

This African crested porcupine was a real show-
stopper and he seemed to enjoy all of the attention! 

This coatimundi from South America 
was quite the little rascal! 
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Congressman Maffei Visits CBP! 
 
July 7 - We were all VERY excited when we heard that NY 
Congressman Dan Maffei was planning to visit Alasa Farms/
Cracker Box Palace!  Congressman Maffei wanted to per-

sonally congratulate all of the people and agencies who have  
worked so diligently to secure the $1.1 million in grants 
which will be applied toward the purchase and future preser-
vation of the historic Alasa Farms property.  Some of our 
esteemed guests included: Tania Werbizky, Preservation 
+���������5���6���
�� �������+�����5��������.��	��� �����	*
������(��	��������
��%������(�������5������� �	���� �	�&��	��*
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� � 8��� )���	�� 9!�������� %��������� 8�� �	���
+���� .��	�
� � 9��������� ������	���� &�������	���� 1��� ��
&������ 0��%����������� '����
� � :��� ��������� &������� ���
1&� '����� ���7������	��	
�7�����+� ����7������	���� . ����
���7���	
�'�����)����������7������	����.�������+��� 	
�� �

2��� +����������� 7������	���� .���� ��� 7�������
� � +��� ���
Crane, Supervisor, Town of Huron.  Our friends from Roch-
ester TV station YNN were there also, with reporter Mike 
Hedeen conducting live interviews to share with the commu-
nity.   
     We were honored to have so many people who are such 
an integral part of our mission of acquisition and preserva-
����� ��� ����0��	��"���	� ��������� ������
� ��	����� �� �� �����	*
sive heat of the day (we’ll think more fondly of those days 
during the upcoming winter!) it was truly a great day with so 
many speakers reinforcing their commitment to our common 
goal.  Thank Ewe to Congressman Maffei for your visit and 
support of the efforts of so many groups who are pulling 
together to make the preservation of this historic property a 
reality.    We’re looking forward to another visit when you 
don’t have to wear a suit and tie and you can bring your fam-
ily to meet the critters!    
 

Shaker Study Group Picnic 
August 1 - We were honored to have a visit from the Roch-
ester Area Shaker Study Group!  They are a fascinating 
group of people, and were actually the first group in the na-
tion to form as a Shaker study organization nearly 30 years 
ago.  They travel to historic Shaker locations throughout the 
country, including Groveland, NY (which is where the So-
��	� 7�����	� ������ ��$
� �������� 7������ /�������� )0
�
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only surviving Shakers can be found.  Ethan and Alice Irwin 
��	���� ���� ��	��
�0����� 	������ ���� ��	����� ���� ���� ���� �����*
tions of Cracker Box Palace and Ethan related the story of 
the Main House fire.  After a gourmet picnic provided by the 
group, they enjoyed a tour of the farm.  It was truly a very 
pleasant afternoon for all!  We thank you for your donations! 

Congressman Maffei was delighted to hear that 
CBP had a donkey, and insisted on having his photo 
taken with Merribelle, saying, “Well, after all, I am 
a Democrat and it’s only right that I should have a 
photo-op with Mirabelle!” 

The magnificent shade trees on the lawn in front of 
Alasa Farms’ Main House provided a great break 
from the day’s heat as Congressman Maffei ad-
dressed the group.   

Study group members included Fran Kramer, Ginny 
Squires, Peg McGee, Bev Reynolds, Donna Neufeglise, 
Cheryl Kline, Sue Burski, Cal Reynolds,Vern Squires, Bill 
Kline,  Herb Kramer, and Dave Burski.  

Thank ewe to 
Truck’s!  For 
every $5.00 
you put in their 
CBP donation 
bucket, they 
take $1.00 off 
your order! 
AWESOME 
LOBSTER 
ROLLS! 8487 Greig Street, Sodus Point 

585-967-8789 
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 I am proud to announce that CBP has our very own 
“Extreme Design Dream Team.” 

It’s no surprise that once again our wonderful volunteers 
accepted the challenge and in 4 weeks, mainly weekends 
only, managed to design, construct, paint and finish our 
wonderful  parade float. 

We found an old trailer at the farm and volunteer Jim Du-
gas designed a Horse Drawn Carriage theme float.  With Jim 
Dugas leading the Design Team, my daughter Erynn, volun-
teers Jim Pecora, Amanda Jo Young, Bella Dugas and my-
self constructed and completed the float just in time for the 
Alton Days Parade.  Thank you also to Stephanie Taylor-
Murphy from State Farm Ins. for her monetary donation 
towards the purchase of supplies. 

 Our Carriage Driver, Shadow, drove with pride through 
Alton as Prince William and Princess Bella waved to the 
townspeople. Preceding the carriage were Princesses Lila, 
Erynn and Amanda Jo handing out candy and beads. Alt-
hough the parade was over in a blink of an eye a great time 
was had by all.  

The float, as long as weather permits will be out at the 
farm for everyone to see. We ask that you please do not al-
low children to play on or around the float. 

As fall starts to come to a close we have lots to do to get 
������ ���� �������� 0��� ���� ����	� ����� ��� ��� �������� ��
� ����
needs to be brought in, heaters, blankets, feed and water 
buckets all need to be cleaned, and there is so much more 
that always needs to be done.   

Please consider joining us for Holiday Chores, on 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Years Day. 
Breakfast will be provided after barn chores are completed.  

 It’s hard to believe that my 5th summer at the farm is 
coming to an end.  I still amazed that even after all this time 
how overwhelmed with pride and joy I am when I leave here 
at the end of the day knowing that I made a difference in the 
life of an abused or neglected animal.  I am blessed to be 
part of the Cracker Box family where Our Volunteers Shine, 
Smile and Shovel. 

Thank EWE, 
Shannon Mahoney 
Volunteer/Event and Tour Coordinator  
585-615-4915 
 
Editor’s note….we extend our best wishes for a speedy 

recovery to Shannon, who had to have surgery on her arm.  
We hope to see ewe back out and about at the farm soon, 
Shannon! 

 

New Nursery  at CBP! 

     Volunteer and “Mother of Merribelle” Mary Novick re-
cently secured  a wonderful grant from Xerox Corporation to 
assist with putting our “Nursery” area in place!  Mary writes, 
“Thanks to a generous grant from the Xerox Community 
Involvement Program we are now well underway on the 
completion of our mid-size farm animal nursery.  The nurse-
ry will consist of a large paddock area, a shed with a raised 
floor, complete with a door and window.  The paddock is 
under a large pine tree and is surrounded by a split rail fence.  
It will provide shelter for our first occupant, Merribelle.   

  
Merribelle, a donkey,  came 
to us in May and is due any 
day now.  The grant will 
cover the cost of the nursery 
structure,  Merribelle’s 
feed, vet checks, food 
bowls, heated water bucket 
as well as any expenses 
associated with her off-
spring. 
We thank Xerox for recog-
nizing this need and provid-
ing the funds necessary to 
make nursery project via-
ble.  Merribelle thanks you 
too!  

    

��������	��
��������������	��
��������������	��
��������������	��
������� ���
Help Wanted: We’re looking for a volunteer(s) to coordi-
nate procuring auction items for our February Gala Snow-
flake Ball.  We need someone who’s motivated, self-starting, 
and not afraid to ask for donations, including “big ticket” 
items.   
Congratulations to our friends and partners at the Wayne 
County Humane Society on their 20th Anniversary!  Their 
September Mutt Strut fundraiser brought in $17,000 in much 
needed funds for their operations! They are still offering 2 
for 1 cat and kitten adoption pack-
ages and they have some precious 
ones who just want to be loved.  
.���� ����� ���������	� ��	�
� ��� ����
love dogs and cats, it’s the perfect 
place to spend some time and help 
them out.  They also need volun-
teers to assist at the adoption center 
in the PetSmart store on Holt Road 
in Webster.  Conatct the Humane Society for info:  315-946-
3389 www.hswaynepets.org 

 

������������������������������������� ���
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www.yswinery.com 
4287 Jersey Road, Williamson, NY 

~ Award-winning, handcrafted boutique grape and 
fruit wines that showcase the best of what the Lake  
Ontario shoreline’s unique climate has to offer.  ~ 
YS Winery is a proud member of the Lake Ontario 

Wine Trail    www.lakeontariowinetrail.com 
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    Just in time for holiday gift-
giving...order your CBP Logo-Wear!  
Golf shirts are 100% cotton pique knit 
with embroi-
dered logo.  

Shown at right in 
“Blueberry.”  Available 
colors are white, steel gray, 
black, ivory, stone (lt. 
beige), khaki heather, bark, 
yellow, athletic gold, or-
ange, red, sunset red, bur-
gundy, light pink, lilac, pur-

ple, light blue, blueberry, 
faded blue, royal blue, navy, 
turquoise, pistachio, sea-
foam, faded olive, dark 
green, and forest green.  
     Tank tops (shown left in 
Hot Pink) are 100% cotton 
and come in light grey, 
white, black, azalea, frost 

pink, hot pink, Carolina blue, lime, violet, and yellow 
haze.    
     T-Shirts are a heavy weight Ultra Cotton, and come 
in colors similar to the Golf Shirts...and more, includ-
ing the bright neon “safety green” that you see CBP’s 
volunteers wearing.   
     Golf shirts are $30.00 (+ shipping) 
     Tank tops & T-shirts are $12.00 (+ shipping) 
 
     We receive substantial discounts if we order multi-
ple items at the same time.   Our minimum order is 12 
items, and we get an even better discount if we order 
24 or more at a time.  So, we ask for your patience 
while we collect enough orders to get our discounts!  
The more discounts we receive, the more $$ we’ll have 
to care for our critters!   
     We’re just getting into the Logo Wear business, so 
bear with us!  For info, e-mail  
write4u@rochester.rr.com or call 315-483-2493.  
 
     We’re looking for a volunteer to coordinate our 
����� ���
� �
��
�� ���� ���������� �	����� 
����
�� ���
at the above e-mail address...we need your help! 

 

 
1�
��� ������� ����&�������&�������� ����� ����� ����
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the clock is running down on our time to secure funds 
to purchase Alasa Farms.    

Our amazing volunteers have put together a compre-
hensive package to present to potential campaign do-
nors.  It includes a Case Statement, Fact Sheet, aerial 
photos and maps of the Alasa Farms property, sponsor-

ship/naming opportunities, letter of introduction to 
Cracker Box Palace, newsletters, a very-classy glossy 
brochure about all of the good things that our partner 
Genesee Land Trust does in our community, and a 
Pledge Card and return envelope to make it easy to 
donate.  It’s all packaged in  pocket-folders with a 
beautiful aerial photo (above) of the farm on the cover.   

If a business or individual would like to have one of 
the farm’s buildings, stalls, or a portion of the land 
“named” for them, we have put together the following 
Naming Opportunities and associated donation 
amounts: 

Horse Barn   $200,000 
Cow Barn   $100,000 
West Barn   $100,000 
Shaker Museum  $75,000 
Bachelor's Quarters  $75,000 
Pony Barn   $50,000 
Tenant Houses  $25,000 
Alasa Farms Office  $25,000 
Horse Stalls   $5,000-$10,000 
     based on size 
Select a field, orchard, or equestrian trail  $25,000 
One acre of land  $1,000 
 
We understand that for many people these amounts 

would be out of reach, and we want to emphasize that 
donations of any amount are truly welcomed and very 
much appreciated. 

                                              Please turn to Page 18 

 

Locally Owned  
& Operated 

109 West Main Street 
Sodus, NY  14551 

315-483-4127 

Thank ewe for your dai-
ly donations of fruit, 

breads, and vegetables 
for our critters, and your 
donations in support of 

our events! 

The beautiful, historic Alasa Farms property that we are 
seeking to preserve. 
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Another heartbreaking cruelty case 
 By Alice Irwin ( originally posted in August, 2010) 
 

Once again, Cracker Box Palace has been called upon by 
the Wayne County District Attorney’s office to take in hors-
es whose owner has been charged with animal cruelty.  On 
July 21, animal cruelty investigators and the Wayne County 
Sheriff’s office ordered six horses to be seized from owner 

Amy Burdick of Foxfire Stables in Clyde, NY.  Burdick was 
charged with four counts of animal cruelty and all six horses 
were removed from her property and taken to Cracker Box 
Palace at the request of the county. A seventh horse had re-
cently passed away. 

It’s important to note that Cracker Box Palace does NOT 
conduct investigations or randomly remove animals from 
people’s homes.  Investigations are conducted by Wayne 
County Animal Cruelty Investigators, who work with law 
enforcement agencies when it has been determined that cru-
elty or abuse may be occurring.  Cracker Box Palace’s Large 
Animal Response Team is called upon by the county to as-
sist in removing animals in cruelty, abuse, or neglect situa-
tions.   

All of the horses were examined by veterinarians and 
blood tests were done to determine if there were any under-
lying medical conditions that needed to be treated.  Two of 
the horses were body-	��������������;�����<
����������������
horses scored between 1.5 and 2.5.  They were emaciated 
with protruding hip and rib bones, had rain rot on their 
backs, needed farrier services on their hooves, and needed 
dental work done.  One of the horses had grain impacted 
between its teeth, and another had lesions in its mouth due to 
lack of dental care. Magic, a 25 year old thoroughbred geld-
ing, was by far in the worst condition.  He also had an old 
eye injury that had been left untreated.  During Magic’s first 
days at CBP, he would just stand in his stall with his head 
down, up against the wall. 
    On July 29, Burdick was arrested, and on August 5, 
Cracker Box Palace, Cruelty Investigator Bob Howard, and 
Dr. David Trachtenberg of Ledgewood Equine Clinic were 
requested to appear in the Town of Galen Court at a bond 
hearing, where District Attorney Rick Healy requested that 
Burdick post a bond to pay for the horses’ care while they 
are at Cracker Box Palace.  A fee of $10/day/horse was re-
quested for a period of 60 days. Dr. Trachtenberg was ques-
tioned for nearly an hour by Burdick’s attorney regarding 

The attorney repeatedly asked Dr. Trachtenberg why he 
was qualified to assess the condition of the horses. Dr. 
Trachtenberg is a graduate of the Cornell University College 
of Veterinary Medicine, and is the owner of Ledgewood 
Equine Veterinary Clinic. He has practiced medicine in New 
York, Florida, 
and Pennsyl-
vania, and 
began his 
own ambula-
tory practice 
in 1994.  Cru-
elty Investi-
gator Howard 
testified as to 
the condition 
of the horses 
and said that 
he has been to 
Foxfire Sta-
bles several 
times since 
January 2010, 
acting on 
calls that 
horses there were in poor condition.  Cheri Roloson, CBP’s 
founder and farm manager, was called upon to testify as to 
the cost of caring for the horses. 

After all was said and done, the judge agreed that Burdick 
should post a bond in the amount of $2400.00, which would 
cover the cost of care of four horses for 60 days.  The reason 
that only four horses were included is that the judge also saw 
fit to release two of the horses back into the care of Burdick! 
WHAT?  You heard that right...with criminal charges pend-
ing against the owner the judge declared that the two horses 
that were not included in the cruelty charges must be re-
leased from CBP back to Burdick...with the stipulation that 
the cruelty investigators be allowed on her property at any 
time to monitor the condition of her animals.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Everyone was shocked, stunned, and amazed at this out-
come, and District Attorney Healy vigorously protested the 
decision.   The decision, however, stood, and later that after-
noon Burdick came to CBP (3 hours late) to pick up the 
horses.                                                 Please turn to Page 15  

)������	���=>������������������������������
������� � -
scored 1.5 on a scale of 1-9 when he was rescued.  

5�����	���?���������������������������
�	���
came in pitifully thin but is on the mend 
thanks to CBP’s staff, volunteers, and vets. 

Skip is a 20-ish Palomino gelding who fared a little 
���������������������	
�������� -scored 2.5. 
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Clyde Cruelty Case                    From Page 14 
 
Burdick’s  only comment was to the extent that she was 

upset because the horses hadn’t been brushed, even though 
over the past two weeks they had received much needed 
veterinary care, proper feed and supplements.  One of the 
horses, River, still needed dental work done, but had to be 
given back anyway.  

Burdick, who proclaims that she runs a “private horse 
rescue” operation, is scheduled to appear in court to answer 
to the criminal cruelty charges at a later date.  Should she be 
acquitted of the crimes, it is most likely that all of her horses 
would have to be returned to her...a possibility that makes all 
of us at CBP heartsick. (Since original publication of this 
article we’ve had news….see Editor’s Note) 
     The process of getting the horses back to health is well 
underway.  In addition to Magic, the horses include Nora, a 
nine year old thoroughbred mare, Skip, a 20-ish palomino 
gelding, and LP, a 27 year old Arab cross gelding.  Helping 
animals in this condition is a long and slow process, as Cheri 
describes... “When we get horses in from any cruelty investi-
gation or in general… we have the vet in first.  We need to 

run their blood to 
see what they have 
and if they can 
even be put on 
certain medicines.  
Magic and Pee 
both had condi-
tions that had us 
wait on adminis-
tering drugs.  Pee 
had high liver 
counts, and Magic 
had high white 
cell counts that 
would indicate an 

infection somewhere.  Once we know what we’re dealing 
with, then we administer what the vet thinks will be most 
effective for each animal.  We put them on a re-feed pro-
gram, as when we get animals in and don’t know their back-
grounds, you have to be very careful what and how much 
you give them, or that in itself could make them very ill.  We 
offer hay, water and minerals on a constant basis and then 
start several smaller offerings of grains and supplements 
throughout the day for week periods, increased every week.  
We also hand graze the horses to get them used to grass and 
pastures again.   
Then we call the farrier.  The feet will be evaluated and 
trimmed.  Treated if they need to be.  When they’re acclimat-
ed to our facilities, we then start their worming program and 
immunizations.   

Everything is done in small doses when they come in.  It’s 
a lot for any animal to change its environment, let alone be 
in poor shape changing its environment.  We treat injuries 
that can topically be treated immediately, but in Magic’s 
case, he has an old eye injury that will need to be treated 
when he’s stronger.  They’re all being treated for rain rot (a 
skin disorder ) and Pee, when we get his second blood re-
port will be put on something to keep him comfortable for 
his bent leg.   

It will be a long process to bring them back, but we’ve 
already seen them get perkier… and that in itself is always a 
good sign.”   

    
It’s difficult to say why or how animals get into this bad a 

condition.   Cheri offered some insight based on her decades 
of animal care and 10 years of operating a farm animal shel-
ter, saying “I do know that so many times, we have seen and 
we KNOW first hand how easy it is to get in over your 
heads.  There will always be people wanting you to take 
your animals, but not always the funds, the room or the man-
power to keep up with them once you have them.  It is A LOT 
of work to rehab animals.  And it’s really easy for a well 
meaning person to become overwhelmed and stuck in shelter 
fatigue.  You have to know your limits.  And there are defi-
nite limits to every shelter.  As much as you may love the 
animals you work with and hurt for those you can’t fit in, 
you won’t be able to keep up with all of them if you take in 
too many.  

Magic, LP, Skip, and Nora are on the road to recovery.  
All of us at CBP pray that justice will be served and that the 
horses will be able to remain in our care to complete their 
journey to a full recovery and find new, loving forever-
homes when they are ready to be released from our care.   

We’ll keep you posted on their progress and the legal 
outcome of this and all other cruelty cases.   

 
Editor’s note:  We received a letter from the WC District 

Attorney’s office on September 21, informing us that Ms. 
Burdick failed to post the required $2,400 bond, thus forefit-
ting the four horses in CBP’s care.  The good news is that 
the horses belong to CBP now.  The bad news is that we 
cannot collect the remaining $1,200 balance toward their 
care.   We still haven’t heard what her sentence will be. 

   

Wolcott cruelty case sentencing 
  
    In a recent report from Wayne County District Attorney’s 
office we finally learned the legal fate of David Swan (62) 
and Virginia Swan (36) of Wolcott, NY.  They had been 
charged with eight counts of  Animal Cruelty and one count 
of Endangering the Welfare of a Child.  CBP took in two 
horses, Caeser and Dolly, three ducks and two goats.  You 
can read about the full story about the Wolcott rescue and 
&��	��
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it’s available on our web site.   
     The story of the Swan’s nightmare “home and farm” is 
��������
� ��� ��������� ��� ���� ����� ������	� ��	������ ����������	�
found a dead goat and dead duck in one of their barns, and 
nearly a dozen dogs and several cats that were in an ex-
tremely emaciated condition. The floors inside the family 
dwelling were covered with feces and cockroaches, and 
there was even the body of a deceased dog found in a dog 
food bag in the bedroom...where their young child also re-
sided.  
And so...the verdict is... per DA Rick Healy’s note to CBP: 
“Both (David and Virginia Swan) were convicted of animal 
cruelty (5 counts) and endangering the welfare of a child. 
�����������	�
����
	���������
���	����������������� ��	�����
tion and not to own or possess animals for 20 years.” 
 
Editor’s note...All I can say is, has the decision of this mu-
nicipality’s judicial system truly served justice?  I’m having 
a hard time with this one.  I guess you had to be there, and I 
guess the members of the local court were somewhere else.  
  

All of the horses suffered from rainrot. 
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            As always, we love receiving all of the cards 
            and letters from our members.  They’re a           
            bright spot when we most need one, and they 
            also keep us on our toes.   Our members’ 

thoughts and comments  are very important to all of 
us...keep them coming!        

 
“Many thanks for all you do…you are simply terrific!”   

Kathi  
“Here is a donation for those poor horses from the cruelty 
��	����	����������./����	
�����������������������,-  

Pat  
“Congratulations on how well you’re coming along on the 
purchase of Alasa Farms, and getting the great grants.  The 
June newsletter was beautiful…so much color and good 
news.  Please use the enclosed check where it is needed most 
– food, animal care, or the purchase $$’s for Alasa Farms.” 

Dorothy 
“CBP – keep up the great work!!  Thank ewe for all you do!  
Can’t wait for the new logo-wear – holidays are coming!               
                                                         Blessings and love, Evan 
 

 
    A group from the Sodus Point 
Community Center toured the 
farm earlier this summer, and 
what a great bunch of kids!  We 
received the nicest “Thank Ewe” 
card created and signed by all of 
the kids, and they included a pho-
to of everyone having fun by the 
waterfall on Second Creek.  
We’re glad you all had a lot of 
fun and hope you come back 
again soon! 
                   
 

 
ª      Our sweet cat, Maizey, who was dropped at the farm 
this spring with her two precious kits, Gertrude and JoJo, has 
found a new forever home with Kathy Fleming of Brock-
port.  Our thanks go to CBP’s long time faithful volunteer, 
Amanda Miller, for getting Kathy and Maizey together!   
 
ª     Another one of our “Rock Babies” has found a new for-
ever-home!  As you may recall, several baby bunnies were 
found in debris at a construction site.  Krittr Kris made sure 
they were OK and brought them to the farm after they were 
large enough and they have grown by leaps and bounds! 
 
We had a great letter from Jessy Nichols, who recently 
adopted Rock Baby Dolomite.  Jessy wrote: Hi Cheri, 
We wanted to thank you guys again for the rabbit! He is 
sooo adorable and we're so excited to add him as our new 
family member. He is fitting in very well already! 
 
Jody asked us if we planned on changing his name before we 
left yesterday. Could you please let her know that although 
we thought Dolomite was a very cool name we did decide to 
change it. Could you tell her that we decided to name him 
Rocky. However, we wanted to still keep Dolomite in his 
name, so his new official name is Rocky Dolomite Nichols. 
We thought that Jody, 
as well as the rest of 
you guys at Cracker 
Box Palace would be 
interested in knowing. 
Again, thank you so 
much! 
 
Thank Ewe Jessy for 
giving our baby a won-
derful home! 
 
And also….we’re 
pleased to announce 
that Rock Babies Mal-
achite and Stoney also 
have found forever-
homes!! 

 
    Many of our animals available for adoption are 
listed at www.Petfinder.com.  Please tell your 
friends! You can also find some wonderful new do-
mestic friends to adopt through the Wayne County 
Humane Society.   www.hswaynepets.org 

 

One of the Rock Babies shortly 
after their arrival at CBP. 

Sodus Point Community Center visitors at the Se-
cond Creek Waterfall. 
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Methods of  
Planning Giving 

 
   Considering our mortality 
is something that none of us 

want to consider. In reality, estate planning is one of the 
most important steps all of us need to take to assure that eve-
rything we have spent our lives working for is passed on to 
individuals and organizations that are important to us.   

Many of our members have inquired about what the pro-
cess is to include our shelter in their Will.  We are grateful 
for everyone’s interest and extend a heartfelt Thank Ewe to 
Friend of the Farm, Mary V. Fisher, Esq. for the following 
information about planned giving.   

 
Outright Gifts Under Your Will 
Preparation of a Will is one of the most important methods 
of planning the disposition of your assets after your death.  
In addition to providing for your family, you can use your 
Will to ensure that a portion of your accumulated assets can 
be used for the work of Cracker Box Palace.  The gift would 
not take effect until your death. 
 
In preparing your Will, you can make an outright bequest of 
cash or  securities to the Farm.  By making a bequest, you 
ensure that a specific amount of money or a specific asset is 
given to the Farm after your death.   
 
If you want the Farm to receive a certain percentage of your 
estate after your death, you can provide for a gift from the 
"residue" to be sent to the Farm. 
 
As with all planned gifts, you can specify how you wish 
your gift to be used.  For example, you can direct that it can 
be used for operating expenses, or you can direct that it can 
be used to create an Endowment Fund. 
 
Gifts under your Will can take the following forms: 
 

Bequest Without Restriction. 
 
I give and bequeath one hundred (100) shares of Xerox 
Corporation common stock, if owned by me at the time of 
my death, to Cracker Box Palace, Inc., Alton, New York.  
This gift is unrestricted, and Cracker Box Palace may use 
and expend the same for the benefit of the organization in 
any manner deemed appropriate by the Board of Direc-
tors. 

 
Bequest to be Added to Endowment Fund. 
 
I give and bequeath the sum of __________________ 
Dollars ($_______ ) to Cracker Box Palace, Inc., Alton, 
New York, to be held and administered as part of an En-
dowment Fund of said organization. 

Bequest of Residue. 
 
I give and bequeath twenty-five percent (25%) of the resi-
due of my estate to Cracker Box Palace, Inc., Alton, New 
York.  This gift is unrestricted, and Cracker Box Palace 
may use and expend the same for the benefit of the organi-
zation in any manner deemed appropriate by the Board of 
Directors. 

 
Life Insurance 

 
Life insurance policies provide several simple methods to 
make a planned gift. One of the great advantages in using 
life insurance is that, through the payment of a fairly small 
amount in premiums, you can assure that a large gift will be 
made to Cracker Box Palace at the time of your death. 
 

Cracker Box Palace as Beneficiary of a Policy.   
You can name Cracker Box Palace as the beneficiary of 
�������	���������������������������.��	��	��������� �
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fore, you can change the beneficiary designation at any 
time during your lifetime.   
 
Cracker Box Palace as Contingent Beneficiary.  
 If you have a dependent whom you want to name as the 
primary beneficiary of an insurance policy, you can name 
Cracker Box Palace as contingent beneficiary.  Cracker 
Box Palace would then receive the policy proceeds only if 
your primary beneficiary predeceased you. 
 
Assignment of An Existing Policy.   
You may own an insurance policy that you purchased 
many years ago when your family was younger, but which 
you no longer believe your family will need.  You can 
transfer that policy to Cracker Box Palace so that Cracker 
Box Palace becomes both the owner and beneficiary of the 
policy. At the time of your death, the proceeds would be 
paid to Cracker Box Palace.  The assignment, of course, 
would be irrevocable.  This method would provide you 
with some income tax advantages.   
 

Retirement Plans 
 

A third method of giving, using retirement plans, is becom-
ing popular because of the tax liabilities associated with the-
se plans.  Retirement plans include Individual Retirement 
Accounts, tax-sheltered annuities, 401(k) plans, etc. 
 
The problem with retirement plans is that these assets are 
subject at the time of death to both income and estate taxes.  
You can postpone the income and estate tax by designating a 
spouse as beneficiary of retirement plans.  On the death of 
the surviving spouse, however, or if you have no spouse, the 
beneficiaries may have to pay very significant income and 
estate taxes to the government. 
 
 
    Please turn to Page 18 
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Capital Campaign Update     from Page 13 
We invite everyone to be part of this campaign. If 

you are interested in making a pledge, discussing the 
project, and/or obtaining some Capital Campaign pack-
ages to distribute, please contact Mary Fisher at 
mvfisher7@frontiernet.net / 585-232-5300 ext. 233.  

 
Consider a Planned Giving Opportunity  from Page 17 
 
If, however, you name a charity as beneficiary of some por-
tion of your retirement plans, the monies are paid to the 
charity, without being subject to income or estate taxes. 
 
It is easy to designate Cracker Box Palace  as beneficiary of 
some portion of your retirement plan.  You simply name 
Cracker Box Palace as beneficiary on a beneficiary designa-
tion form. 
 
You can also designate Cracker Box Palace as beneficiary of 
Series E Bonds and annuities, and receive similar income tax 
and estate tax benefits. 
 
Thank you, Mary for your sharing this great infor-
mation!   
As always, with all things “legal” you should contact 
your attorney to discuss your specific situation and 
wishes.  Please consider looking into a Planning Giv-
ing opportunity to support CBP! 

THANK EWE, CHRIS, FOR 
YOUR DONATION OF ROLLS 

FOR OUR CRITTERS! 
 

Original New York Style Pizza  
 ~ Calzones ~ Stromboli~ 

 ~ Salads ~ Dinners including  
Eggplant Parm, Ravioli, Stuffed Shells, and so much 

more!  Hot & Cold Subs  
 Garlic Bread ~ Desserts too!  

Free Delivery  ~ 315-589-3000 
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Specializing in APHA registered foals  
Chuck & Terri Moulton  

8109 Champlin Road, Sodus  315-483-4156 
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August 21 - CBP’s 5th Annual Music Fest once again 

provided an afternoon and evening of amazing entertain-
ment...every year we manage to combine a totally laid-back 
atmosphere with music that ranges from acoustic to jazz to 
country to rock ‘n roll.  We had a great crowd and this year 
we didn’t have an admission fee...we simply asked people 
for a donation at the gate which really seems to work out 

very well 
for our 
fundrais-
ers.   
We nearly 
didn’t have 
Music Fest 
���	� ����
�
we had a 
new volun-
teer who 
agreed to 
organize 
the event 
but backed 
out very 
late in the 
game, 

leaving us saying “well, what now?”   
Long-time Music Fest organizer and volunteer Susie Fox, 

who now lives in 
Georgia jumped 
on board, Cheri 
organized volun-
teers to beat the 
bushes for raffle 
items, and it came 
together, better 
than ever. Susie 
even came “back 
north” to help out!          
Friend of the 
Farm Sharon Lilla 
had a great con-
nection, and man-
aged to get na-
tional recording 
artists Wells Hol-
low to donate 
their time and 
energy to play!!  
We had a fabu-
lous day.  Our 

wonderful emcee Mimi Worth did a great job all day long, 
including providing acoustic guitar and vocals between sets, 
promoting our raffles, and asking people to open their wal-
lets to support CBP.   

 Our faithful friends, performers Mark Herrmann, and 
Simply Frank played all afternoon and as always they are 
just INCREDIBLE!!  You never know who Frank is going 
to bring, and he...and his friends always provide a great 
show. Our friends from Landmaster Outdoor Services in  

Sodus Point donated an awesome covered stage and once 
again, Steve Gates came through with a fantastic sound sys-
tem and professional “sound guy” to make it all work.  
Wells Hollow band was a real treat!  They came ready to 
rock and that they did and everyone loved them.  And, sud-
denly when the wind picked up to about 30 mph and the 
skies opened, they very coolly...and quickly….pulled a tarp 
over the stage and their equipment and they, and the crowd 
headed into the horse barn until the storm passed.  Once the 
sky cleared, the band hopped back up on stage and played 
until almost dark.  Awesome!   

We had 
some great 
vendors sell-
ing all kinds 
of good stuff 
including 
beautiful 
handmade 
jewelry and 
craft items.  
One of the 
vendors had 
�����������	����
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had been missionaries in that part of the world, and learned 
of a shelter that assists at-risk women and their children. 
Guardian Village Handicrafts, which were on sale, are used 
to raise funds to assist the impoverished, neglected, and dis-
carded women and children learn life skills to free them 
from hunger, fear, and abuse.  Their mission as rescuers of 
people really hit home.  Visit www.guardianvillage.org to 
learn more.   

We extend a huge THANK EWE to everyone who made 
music fest a success.  We raised nearly $2,000 and had lots 
of great Wish List donations too!   

     
We’re Raffling 
the Horse Barn! 
   Our faithful volunteer, 
Leo Ticconi, has created 
a replica of the horse 
barn, inside and out!  
Everything is hand-
made, even the little 
rakes and shovels that 

Leo carved!  
This is an 
amazing 
piece of 
craftsman-
ship.  We’ll 
be pulling 
the winning 
raffle ticket 
at the Gala 
Ball, on 
February 12, 
2011.Tickets are $2/each and are available at the CBP 
Gift Shop or by mail.  Call 315-483-2493 or e-mail 
crackerbpalace@netzero.com.   

Nashville recording artists Wells Hollow put 
���������	����	���
�����������	�����������	�
the audience! 

Members of our LART served up some 
wicked-good chipotle black bean burg-
ers, fried dough, and other great eats, 
and Alice and Ethan Irwin served up 
grilled corn on the cob. LART members 
shown are    (l-r) Laurie Gasper, Matt 
Gasper, Jr., Matt Gasper, Sr., Elaine 
Roetz, Margaret Hyman, and Bryan 
Longest.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When you wish upon a star 
Makes no difference  
    who you are 
Anything your heart desires 
    will come to you 
If your heart is in your dream 

                                 no request is too extreme... 
     When you wish upon a star, as dreamers do. 
Like a bolt out of the blue, 
Fate steps in and sees you through... 
When you wish upon a star, your dreams come true. 

 
 
 
 

Cracker Box Palace Farm Animal Haven -  at Alasa Farms 
A Nonprofit Organization Helping Farm Animals in Need 
PO Box 174, 6450 Shaker Road 
Alton, NY  14413 
www.crackerboxpalace.org    315-483-2493 

Mail to our Valued Member: 

Winter Hours   
Saturdays 10-3 Nov-Apr  

or by appointment 
Visit our web site for info 

Call or e-mail us if you would like to  
volunteer or have a  donation.   

We always need hay!!! 
315-483-2493 

crackerbpalace@netzero.com 
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Farm Frenzy Walk a Thon! - October 23, 2010.  We’re hoofin’ it to raise money to support our day to day op-
erations.  Registration is from 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. at Reliant Community Credit Union in Sodus.  The walk is 6.2 
miles and we’ll have “Toe Trucks” for walkers who might need a lift part-way.  Info and sponsorship forms are 
on our web site or call 315-483-2493.  Get a group together...Corporate Herds and Family Flocks encouraged! 
 �
Holidays at the Farm - Saturdays through December -  We’ll have our halls and stalls decked out for the holi-
days!  Come visit our critters and bring them some holiday treats...they just love it when people bring Wish List 
items to support the farm! Our Wish List is posted on our web site...see below. As always, free admis-
sion...donations welcomed! 
 
6th Annual Gala Snowflake Sweetheart Ball - February 12, 2011 - Join us for our most important annual fund-
raiser in support of our on-going operations.  Once again, this elegant black-tie optional evening will be held at 
Burnham’s Canalside Restaurant at the Quality Inn in Newark.  The evening includes a wine tasting reception, 
gourmet dinner, silent and live auctions, and more.  And, we are so excited to announce that we will again be 
treated to the wonderful music of the Melody Masters Big Band throughout the evening!   
If you don’t have a Valentine sweetie, not to worry! You’ll have a load of fun getting together with old friends 
���� �������� ���� ���	�� .�����	� ����D3@@����� ���	��
� ����� ��������� �	� ��! -deductible as allowed by law.  The 
Quality Inn will also again be offering a special room rate for Gala-goers.  Tickets are available NOW!  Don’t 
miss out!  Call 315-904-4005 or e-mail write4u@rochester.rr.com.  Put your dancin’ shoes on...see ewe there! 
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