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A changing of the guard – 
CBP closes on purchase of Alasa Farms 

By Alice Irwin (published in The Sun & Record) 
 
February 28 – After almost two years of negotiation, 

fundraising, grant writing and countless sleepless nights on 
the part of countless people, Cracker Box Palace has finally 
closed on the purchase of the historic 600+ acre Alasa Farms 
property overlooking Sodus Bay in Alton, NY.  Home to a 
Shaker religious community of nearly 150 people in the ear-
ly 1800’s, the property changed hands several times until 
when, in 1924, Alvah Griffin Strong, grandson of the first 
president of Eastman Kodak, purchased the 1600 acre par-
cel.  Although nearly a thousand acres were sold over the 
years, the property has remained in the Strong / Mangan 
families ever since.  After a tragic fire severely damaged the 
main house in 2009, the Mangan family came to the conclu-
sion that it was time to move on, and made the decision to 
sell the entire property.   

Cracker Box Palace has leased the barns and pastures 
from the Mangans since 2004, and the thought of having to 
find another farm and move over 200 animals was devastat-
ing.  Equally as devastating was the thought of having such a 
historic and ecologically important site possibly falling into 
the hands of developers, and being lost forever.    

After a lot of soul-searching, CBP’s board of directors 
took what can only be described as an extraordinary leap of 
faith and put in a purchase offer of $1.5 million…a signifi-
cantly lower amount than the property’s appraised value.   

Please turn to Page 8 

For Immediate Release 
March 11, 2011 

 
Genesee Land Trust Protects 
627 Acres in Wayne County 

 
Genesee Land Trust, a non-profit land preservation organi-
zation, founded in 1989 and serving Wayne and Monroe 
Counties, is now protecting 627 acres of prime farm land 
and important tributaries of Sodus Bay located in the town 
of Sodus.  The development rights to this Wayne County 
property are held by Genesee Land Trust while the land it-
self is owned by Cracker Box Palace, a non-profit animal 
rescue and rehabilitation center. The awarding of a $607,000 
FRPP federal grant in May of 2010 (Farm and Ranchland 
Protection Program) to Genesee Land Trust helped to make 
this project possible. Additionally the FRPP grant funding 
will enable the preservation of three other farms in Wayne 
County. 
 
Protecting farmland in Wayne County is not new to Genesee 
Land Trust. Over ten years ago, Gay Mills, executive direc-
tor of the Trust, and Ora Rothfuss, Agricultural Specialist of 
the Wayne County Planning Board, met to discuss how Gen-
esee Land Trust might facilitate farmland preservation in 
Wayne County. Since that time, Genesee Land Trust, under 
Mills’ leadership has become an experienced partner for 
towns interested in collaborating on New York State and 
federal grant programs to purchase the development rights 
on farmland.  To date, the Trust has successfully partnered 
with the towns of Macedon, Walworth, Ontario and Wil-
liamson and in addition to the 627 acres in Sodus, (Alasa 
Farms) the Trust protects over 1,971 acres in Wayne County.   
The value to local economies, as well as the peace of mind 
to property owners, cannot be overstated.  All involved in 
farmland preservation see these collaborative projects as win
-win situations where the property owners, local residents 
and land trusts are pleased with the outcomes of their work.  
 
Alasa Farms, overlooking Sodus Bay, is a unique property as 
it possesses prime soils supporting a working farm, and the 
highest quality habitat from woodlands to streams, marshes 
and is a migratory bird stopover.  Its beauty, productivity 
and importance to people living or visiting the area, is histor-
ic. Genesee Land Trust is excited about the stewardship 
work that lays ahead and proud to be protecting such a spe-
cial place, one much loved by residents of the area.  
 
Genesee Land Trust, a non-profit founded in 1989, protects 
nearly 4000 acres in Monroe and Wayne Counties. With a 
mission to protect woods, wetlands, waterways, farmland,  

Please turn to Page 9 

Everyone was all smiles after the mountain of pa-
perwork signed at the closing.  (l-r) Gay Mills, 
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la, Cracker Box Palace Board of Directors and 
Director of the Wayne County Planning Dept.   

White House Woolies! 
Which President of the United States 
had sheep grazing on the lawn of the 
White House?   
The answer is inside this newsletter! 
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Who’s really the rescuer? 
 
My e-mail is always loaded with animal-related stuff that 

my friends forward.  Some of it is fun, some thoughtful, and 
some notes are downright tear-jerkers.  My friend Maureen 
Baker recently sent me a note that I had seen a while back.  
After my 10 years with Cracker Box Palace and my own 
experiences with rescued cats and dogs and wildlife over my 
nearly six decades on this amazing Earth, the following story 
made me think about who is really the rescuer. 

 
“I Rescued a Human Today” (author unknown) 

Her eyes met mine as she walked down the corridor peer-
ing apprehensively into the kennels.  I felt her need instantly 
and knew I had to help her.  I wagged my tail, not too exu-
berantly, so she wouldn't be afraid.  

As she read my kennel card I hoped that she wouldn't feel 
sad about my past.  I only have the future to look forward to 
and want to make a difference in someone's life.  
She got down on her knees and made little kissy sounds at 
me.  I shoved my shoulder and side of my head up against 
the bars to comfort her.  ����������	�
�����
�
�����������
���
she was desperate for companionship.  

A tear fell down her cheek and I raised my paw to assure 
her that all would be well.  Soon my kennel door opened and 
her smile was so bright that I instantly jumped into her 
arms.  I would promise to keep her safe.  I would promise to 
always be by her side.  I would promise to do everything I 
could to see that radiant smile and sparkle in her eyes.  I 
was so fortunate that she came down my corridor.  So many 
more are out there who haven't walked the corridors.  So 
many more to be saved.  At least I could save one.  

I rescued a human today.  
 
Animals bring an indescribable richness, fulfillment, and 

sense of purpose to all of us.  They bring a special peace, 
calm, and serenity to human lives that are all too often bur-
ied in the hectic, seemingly inescapable treadmill of earning 
a living, taking care of the kids, running to meetings, never-
ending chores and all of the distractions that make our years 
on this side of the Rainbow Bridge vanish in a blur. Ani-
'���'���	��	$)����	�)�!	��'+���	��
	���������	$��)	 ��
	,��*
vide a sounding board, all with unconditional love and devo-
tion… no questions asked, no demands, no agendas, no ven-
dettas.  They don’t know about gossiping and spreading ru-
mors.  They don’t know hate.  They are not purposely cruel. 

  Animals have unquestioningly given their lives taking 
care of their people since the dawn of time. They are self-
less, pure and kind.   They are all-���$��"	���	���������	�)�!	
know us even better than we know ourselves.   

In the Utopian world of my dreams all people would be 
the creatures God intended them to be when He created 
them, before things took a turn in the Garden of Eden. They 
would be the role models that God’s animals  are -  kind, 
giving, loving, and forgiving.  Thankfully, there are so very 
many compassionate people that live to these values and   

for that I thank each and every one of you for your kind-
ness, generosity, and belief in our mission here at the shelter.   

All of us at the farm are devoted to giving a bright future 
to the animals that come to us from a sad and abusive life 
that they were handed and never deserved.  In turn, those 
animals teach us in ways that none of us ever could have 
�'�"����-	 	 	 �)�!	 �)���	 �)���	 ����	 ���	 "���������	 �) �!	 ����*
force how important kindness and patience are.  They love 
���	�+	��	��������������!�	����	�)�	����	+��'	�)�	$ ����	�����*
ty cases...they continue to recover from their past, forgive 
humans, and learn to trust their new care-givers.    

.�	���	 �)���	 ��	 ����	 �)�'�	 �)�!	���	 �)���	 ��	 ����	 � �-	&��	
that I thank each and every animal who has ever crossed my 
path.  I am a better, richer person for their love and lessons 
and will spend the rest of my life learning from them.  

  
I’ve had a lot of 

inquiries about our 
ancient cat, Callie.  
She’s still with 
Ethan and me and 
we will celebrate her 
21st birthday in 
May.  We lost her 
sister, Cuddles, a 
year ago and old 
Callie has slowed 
considerably since 
then.  We started her 
on Cosequin glu-
cosamine supple-
ment a few months 
ago to help alleviate 
her arthritis stiff-
ness, and it really seems to have helped. She still can go up 
and down the stairs and jump on to the bed, and we take her 
outdoors when the weather is nice.  Very elderly pets require 
a whole different level of care, and we do anything we need 
to make her comfortable and happy.   She is an amazing, 
wise old friend who has given us 21 years of joy. 

 
I want to extend a huge, personal Thank Ewe to CBP vol-

unteers Barb DeRoo and Mary Novick for taking over the 
responsibility of writing and mailing CBP’s “Thank Ewe” 
correspondence.  It’s a huge behind-the-scenes task and they 
have relieved me from the hundreds of hours at the computer 
that have been required.  Mary and Barb, you are treasured 
friends and awesome volunteers.  Thank you for your com-
mitment, for always having a smile,  and for your ever-
positive “can-do” attitude!     
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Phone/Fax: 315-483-2493   
E-mail: CrackerBPalace@netzero.net 

Web:  www.crackerboxpalace.org 

Published  quarterly by  
Cracker Box Palace Farm Animal Haven. Est. 2000 

PO Box 174, Alton, NY  14413 
A Registered Not For Profit Organization 
NYS Tax ID # 225956   EIN 16-1600471 

Robert Madison, President 
Alice Irwin, Editor 

Calla (left) with our kitten BB.  BB 
was born at CBP to “Trigger,” a 
beautiful, pregnant young cat 
dropped at CBP. 
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© The Sodus Veterinary Hospital for their Tree of 

Lights donation. 
© Alpco Recycling for the donation of a magnificent 

wood desk for our office. 
© Lyons Veterinary Clinic, Paradise Veterinary Prac-

tice, and Ledgewood Equine Clinic for the amaz-
ing job you do taking care of our critters and 
providing such wonderful advice. 

© Marlene Ferguson, owner of Lake Affect Web De-
sign for the amazing job she does keeping our web 
site up to date. 

© Moose for providing print services for our newslet-
ter.  We send our wishes for a speedy recovery, 
Moose! 

© Bob Longer, Jim Hughes, and Rick VanHoute for 
the incredible deals they give us on hay, and for all 
of the hay that they haul and donate. 

© Carbee Lawrence, “sponsor mother” of Spoof the 
Bunny, for the boxes and boxes of medical sup-
plies, equipment, blankets, and treats that she sends 
to us.  Spoof and all of us are grateful! 

© Krittr Kris for taking over the Volunteer Coordina-
���	�������	!��/��	"���"	��	)���	�	���!	!���	0���1  

© Our amazing staff:  Cow Barn Manager Jody 
Buzzell-Rolston, Horse Barn Manager Elaine 
Roets, and part-time assistants Abby Rolston and 
Keli Madison.  These folks endured one of the 
most brutally cold winters yet and were there every 
day to take care of the animals, carrying buckets of 
icy water, swapping frozen bunny water bottles for 
thawed ones several times each day, turning out 
the horses each day and getting them back in the 
barns without falling on the icy ground.  Super-
women, all! 

© Our volunteers and members, without all of whom 
we would cease to exist.   

 
 
 
 
 
We’re so excited about all 
of the events we have 
scheduled at the farm this 
season, and look forward to 
all of our visitors.  Please 
come and help us spiff up 
the farm on May 7 at our 
Farm Cleanup and Volun-
teer Appreciation Picnic 
Day...see Page 14 for de-
tails on all of our upcoming 
2011 events.  

 
Hours & Tours at the Farm 

 
.�/��	 ��������	 ����)��	 $������	
this one was miserable!  Spring is 
here and the critters are hap-
py...and so are we!  CBP will be 
open Thursday-Saturday 10-4 
through the summer, or by ap-
pointment.  Self-guided tours will 
����	 ��	 ����������	 ����	 �����	 ���*

chures are located at the Horse Barn in the mailbox, 
just inside the west entrance.   Call to inquire about 
tours - 315-483-2345-	 ������	 �����	 �	 '����"��	$�/��	
usually in the barns with the critters. Tour itineraries 
are available at www.crackerboxpalace.org.  

 

��������	
�����

911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 

Remember that number!  If you are concerned about the 
possible neglect or abuse of an animal, please call 911.  
The appropriate town/county agency will investigate and 
contact us if an animal needs rescue/shelter.  We do not 
,��+��'	 �������"�������	 $�/��	 �)���	 ��	 ,������	 �)�� ���	 +��	
animals in need.  For all other inquiries about the farm, 
call 315-483-2493 but please be patient with us...you’ll 
usually receive the answering machine because we’re out in 
the barns and pastures working with the animals.  We prom-
ise to get back to you as soon as we possibly can.  Thank 
ewe for understanding!! 

 
 
 

 
 

All memberships include a subscription to our 
quarterly newsletter...sign up now and get all the 

latest news from the farm!! 
 

Name ____________________________________ 
 
Street ____________________________________ 
 
Town, State, ZIP ____________________________
  
E-Mail _____________________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________________________ 
 

 
 

Please make checks payable to  
Cracker Box Palace and mail to 
PO Box 174, Alton, NY  14413 

~ Your donation is tax-deductible ~ Thank Ewe! 
Ewe can also donate on our website!!!! 

$ 25.00 $ 50.00 $ 75.00 

$ 100.00 Other: ________ 
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©   Carolyn Rus-
sell sponsored our 
sweet goat Lois as 
a gift to her hus-
band, Jim.  Lois 
came to the farm 
early in 2010 from 
a cruelty 
case...along with 
another goat,  three 
horses, a sheep, 25 
chickens, a pot 
belly pig, and three 
ducks. She was 
pregnant when she 
arrived, and gave 
birth to twins, 
Rose and Johnny, 
during our annual Easter Egg Hunt!  All of the children 
tip-toed into the barn and had a chance to look into her 
,��	��	���	�)�	��$������	��	$��	�	��!	�)��	'��!	,�� ,��	
will never forget! 
 

 
©   Zachary Ford 
and Anita Adalja 
received a gift 
sponsorship of 
Mona Lisa from 
Laura Pyke and 
Dana Ford.  Mona 
arrived at the farm 
in fall, 2008 from 
a heartbreaking 
cruelty case.  
From a squalid 
farm on State 
Street in Sodus, 
NY, nine horses, 
a donkey, a goat, 
chinchillas, and a 
rabbit were res-
cued at the re-
quest of law en-

forcement agencies and cruelty investigators.  It took a 
long time, a lot of medication, care, and physical thera-
py, but all recovered and are ready to be adopted into 
forever-homes.   
 
 

������������	
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©   Donna Fonda and the 
Girls of  Brownie Troop 
831 in Webster sponsored 
Cookie the Bunny.  Donna 
wrote, “Thank you so 
much for a wonderful tour 
back in November.  The 
girls were so moved by all 
the stories of the animals 
and their rescue and reha-
bilitation.  Our troop would 
like to sponsor a rabbit on 
the farm.  We look forward 
to hearing from you!  

Thank you so much,   Donna and the Troop 831 Girls.” 

©  Murry is a 36 year old gelding who was retired from 
Landmark Stables.  He’s a sweet old guy that has knee 
problems and cushings disease.  He has moved in with 
our other “geriatric equines” in the south wing of the 
Cow Barn.  We keep all of these old folks in their own 
pasture and they’re quite happy together! 
 
©  We have 
four baby 
bunnies!  
We believe 
a wild rabbit 
may have 
come into 
our barn, as 
we do not 
mix our un-
neutered 
male buns 
with the girls.  These little ones are just precious, and 
very soft and cuddly.  The little brown one was born 
with just one eye, but it’s just sweet and perfect and 
cute as a button! They all will make great pets.   If 
you’re considering a baby bunny, we have the one for 
you! 

 

 

������������

                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

	
��
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Banquets ~ Parties ~ Entertainment ~ Fundraisers 
Sodus Bay’s Largest Outside Decks & Upper Deck! 

See our NEW MENU on our website: 
www.abeswaterfront.com 

8527 Greig Street, Sodus Point, NY 
315-483-4444 / 585-259-2993 
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Our treasured people friends… 
 
= We received a beautiful note from Friend of the 

Farm Sharon McBurney, who wrote, “The en-
closed gift is given in memory of my dear friend 
Barbara Mace.  Barb was a lover of nature and all 
God’s creatures.  She will be sadly missed by all 
who knew and loved her.”  We extend our condo-
lences to Barb’s husband Richard, her friend Sha-
ron, and everyone who loved her.  We know Barb 
is healed and whole again, and will be watching 
down on us.  

  
= We’ve had so many wonderful donations to honor 

the memory of Ed Leahy.  Thank you to all.  We 
received a lovely note from his wife,  Kathleen, 
who wrote “I know Ed would be pleased with the 
donations from his friends.  As a boy he brought 
)�'�	����!��	$)��	��	�)�	%�'!	)�	����	�)�'	)�'�	
in crates to his parents and in college a stray dog 
went to class with him and repaid his kindness by 
having puppies in his closet!  During our married 
life we have had dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, 
hamsters, white mice, a hooded rat, turtles, and 
goldfish.  We have never been without some-
thing!” Thank you to everyone who has honored 
the life of this extraordinary member of our com-
munity. 

 
= Our hearts and prayers go to the family and so 

many friends of long time supporter and lover of 
animals, Dwight Henry Andrews.  Dwight crossed 
over to be with his beloved wife, Mary Margaret, 
on January 6, 2011 at the age of 94. Dwight was an 
�'�6��"	 '���	 )�	 $��	 �	 )�")�!	 ���������	 .����	
War II veteran who also served at the Pentagon 
and on General Douglas MacArthur’s staff.  He 
lived a very long and full life, and was a gift to his 
community.  God bless you Dwight and Mary 
���"�����	!��	$���	���������	+������	��	��	'��!-  

 
 
= Our love and condolences go to friends of the farm 

Kathy Madison and Bruce Evener, and everyone 
who loved Fritz Wafler of Wolcott, NY.  Fritz 
went home to our Lord on March 11, 2011 after a 
courageous battle with cancer.  Fritz was a very 
important part of our agricultural community, and 
an industry leader who constantly searched for the 
most progressive methods of fruit growing.  He 
worked with Cornell University and traveled all 
over the world to learn from growers and research-
ers.   He enthusiastically shared his knowledge 

with other growers and led them on numerous 
tours of European fruit operations.  Fritz’s 
knowledge and dedication helped provide a base 
that will continue to help Wayne County’s fruit 
industry thrive for generations to come. 

 
= We send our deepest sympathy to the family and 

friends of Ronald Johnson of Williamson, NY, 

especially our friends of the farm Bob and 
Margaret Hyman and their family. Ron’s crossing 
over on February 14, 2011 was unexpected and a 
terrible loss to so many people.  Ron loved 
spending time with his wife  and children and he 
enjoyed Farmall tractors, tractor pulls and Nascar 
races.   We are grateful to Ron’s family for 
choosing Cracker Box Palace as a recipient of 
donations in Ron’s memory and thank all who sent 
donations.  

 
Our beloved animal friends… 
 
=   It is with great sadness that I have to inform you 

of the passing of  
my beloved 
sheep, Ernie.  We 
don’t know what 
the cause of his 
����)	 $���	 ��	
appeared that he 
went peacefully 
in his sleep. Ernie 

came to the farm 
in 2005, after 
being rescued at 
birth by friend of 
the farm Charity 
Scholes.  The 
lamb had been 
rejected by his 
mom, which is 
not uncommon 
    Please turn to Page 7 
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Wildlife Update 
for Spring 
By Kris Forsythe 
 
I’ve talked about pro-
tecting your home 
from wildlife moving 
in to raise their fami-
�����	 )�$	 '��!	 �+	

you did it?  Well, it’s that time of the year again and all 
those critters are looking for a quiet, safe spot for their 
������-		(�'�	,��,��	���/�	'����	$���)��"	�)�'	"��$ 	
up can be fun.  Not to mention the great pictures they 

took of the little 
ones playing 
and popping out 
of that hiding 
spot.  If you 
didn’t fix those 
broken win-
dows, pick up 
that cat food at 
night, cap those 
chimneys, and 
mom has al-
ready moved 
in...well it’s 
time to deal 
with it and let 
them grow up 
or get them to 
move out.   

���!��"	 ������	 ����	 ��	 ��")�	)��,��	 �)���	7����	$�� ��	
is gone. USED cat litter around your gardens will help 
keep rabbits and other small critters out.  Another 
,�����'	 ���	 �)���	 �,��	 ����'���	 $����$	$�����	 ���*
mals fall into them and can’t get out and they didn’t do 
it on purpose.  Skunks have bad eyesight and they will 
walk near your home and won’t see the window well 
coming.   You can purchase clear plastic shields to 
cover them.  But, if a critter falls in, place a wide board 
at an angle into the opening then leave.  Give ‘em time 
��	���$�	���
	����	�)�	����	��!�	��'�	$��/�	'���	�� ���	
night time. 

Also, an animal out during the day doesn’t  neces-
sarily mean it is sick.  It could be getting something to 
eat while the kids are sleeping.  It’s like getting the 
cleaning done while the kids are napping.  The animal 
that IS sick will chew on a tire, a tree, be very aggres-
sive.  The animal that wants to run away or is hanging 
���	 �)����"	 ���	 )���	 ���/�	 ��$�!�	 ������	 '���	 ���'� ��	
get hit in the head by cars and that would give me a 
headache too!  Please don’t jump to conclusions on 
�������	��	��	���	�)���	���	��/�	���	�)�	���!	�)��" -		Please 
call  or text me at 315-374-4542. 

 

On  a more positive note, it’s time to get some good 
bird houses up, with removable bottoms so you can 
clean them out.  Having birds in your yard will lower 
�)�	 ��"	 ,�,�������-	 	0��,	+�����"	 �)�	 ������	 �)��	$ ���	
keep them around and they’ll teach their kids to chase 
bugs and eat from feeders.  Most birds have a couple of 
litters of babies...think of the bugs it takes to feed 
them!  You’ll be able to enjoy your yard more thanks 
to them.  Also, a bat house 
is an excellent addition to 
!���	 !����	 �)�!	 ����	 �	7����	
spot but not far from a light.  
Dusk to dawn lights are 
$�����+���	�)�!	�������	��")�	
time creepy crawly bugs 
and bats will take care of 
them.  Bats have to eat non-
stop to get that winter fat 
built back up.  If you find a 
bat on the ground be care-
ful.  Slip a coffee can over 
him and slide a piece of pa-
per underneath the can.  This way you’re not touching 
him.  Cover the can and call me.  Sometimes they can 
get small holes in their wings and can’t fly.  It’s fixa-
ble!  REMEMBER...touching, playing with, or feeding 
the rabies vector will cause the animal to be tested, and 
they only test brain matter.  Public Health in every 
county has rules that as a registered Wildlife Rehabili-
tator I have to go by.  DO NOT handle raccoons, 
skunks, and bats, even the babies! 

One more very important thing...it’s time for wild-
life to nest and get ready for those babies so please 
slow your vehicle down if a critter is trying to cross the 
�����	�)�!	���/�	������	!���	���-		�)���	���	�)���	 �����	
��+���	 ������"	 �)�'	 ��$��	 ������	 �����	 ������!	 ��	 � �	
those trees.  Spring cleanup is gonna happen but don’t 
take homes away from critters...it’s hard enough for 

them to find 
one.  Raking 
those yards 
could tear up 
bunny nests.   
If you do, put 
them back!  
Please call me 
before raising 
wildlife just 
because you 
feel guilty for 
what you un-
intentionally 
did.  I have 
lots of tricks 

��	 "��	 '�'	 ��	 �����	 )��	 �$�	 �����	 �+���	 ���
	 �)�!	 � ��	
really good at it!   

Babies are already out there NOW!!! 

Mother skunks give birth to litters of 
two to ten young each year, usually in 
May. The babies follow their mothers 
around for several months, leaving in 
late July or early August. (from National 
Geographic web site) 

Little brown bat, common 
in New York State. 

Baby bunnies in their nest.  Nests will 
often be dug down into flower beds or 
your lawn.  Be careful when raking! 
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when a ewe has multiple lambs.  The farmer contacted 
Charity, knowing that she had rescued lambs before 
���	����	)��	�+	�)�	$�����	�)�	��'�	��	��'�	���	"�� 	���	
he wasn’t about to spend the amount of time needed to 
������	+���	���	����	+��	�	��$����	��'��	�+���	���
 	�)�!	
were being raised to become “meat.”   And so, once 
again Charity and her children raised the lamb in her 
kitchen and when he was ready to go, she gave him to 
'��	 8	 ����	 �)��,	 ���	 )��	 ����	 �)�	 ����,����	 �+	 ��'� 	
Sophie (also raised by Charity) a year or so before.  I 
am unable to have the sheep at home, so I board them 
at the farm where everyone loves and makes a fuss 
over them.   
    We’ll all miss that silly, goofy, lovable Ernie.  I 
know he’s happy across the Rainbow Bridge with Baa 
Baa and McCalla.   Thank you all for your kind notes 
to me since Ernie’s passing.   Best regards,  Alice Irwin 
 
=    We sadly report that our special goat, Stinky 
McGillicutty, has passed on.  Stinky was an older goat 
that we will always remember.  He came to the farm 

after we 
received a 
call that a 
goat was 
running 
loose in 
the Vil-
lage of 
Sodus.  At 
that time, 
Stinky 
gave new 
meaning 

to the phrase “smells like a Billy goat.”  Stinky was not 
wethered, and if you have even been around a male 
goat, the smell is something truly, well, beyond nause-
ating.  The police who helped tackle him decided that 
they would probably have to burn their uniforms! We 
kept Stinky in quarantine (as we do with all incoming 
animals) in the Cow Barn and the female goats out in 
the pasture way up behind the old Shaker Museum kept 
breaking out to try to get to him.  Apparently that odor 
is quite appealing to the ladies!  Even old Julie, who 
had a crippled leg and was kept in a stall in the Cow 
Barn broke out and RAN down the hall to get to 
Stinky’s pen.  Needless to say, we had Stinky wethered 
and over the following months the smell went away, 
the ladies calmed down, and all was peaceful in the 
pasture again.  Rest in Peace, Stinky!  We’ll miss you. 
 
=   We send grateful thanks to Martha Ewbank for her 
donation in memory of Cody, the beloved Golden Re-
triever of Nora Shanklin.  We are very sorry for your 
loss, Nora.  

=     We send our condolences to friend of the farm 
Kathy Meicht on the loss of her kitty to liver cancer.  
We know she had a wonderful home with you, Kathy, 
and she’s whole and happy again in lush fields of cat-
nip! 
 
=   We extend 
our sympathy 
to friends of 
the farm Mike 
and Carol 
Fayette on the 
passing of 
their faithful 
mare, Fadzina.  
We know it is 
so difficult to 
make the deci-
sion to help a 
beloved friend 
cross over, but 
it truly is a 
wonderful and 
compassionate 
thing to do  when a companion lets us know that “it’s 
time.”  God bless you for your kindness and compas-
sion.  We know that all of our critters who have 
crossed over were there to welcome Fadzina into her 
new forever-life. 
 
All of us at Cracker Box Palace extend our sincerest 
thanks to everyone who makes memorial donations to 
our shelter in honor of their loved ones.  We are grate-
ful that you keep our shelter in your thoughts and 
hearts.  
 

In My Heart 
 

I thought of you with love today,  
but that is nothing new. 

I thought about you yesterday, and days before that too. 
I think of you in silence. I often speak your name. 

Now all I have is memories, and your picture in a frame. 
Your memory is my keepsake, with which I’ll never part. 

God has you in his keeping. 
I have you in my heart. 

 
 
 

Peyote Fadzina 
6/15/1980 -  9/10/2010 

Making a donation to Cracker Box Pal-
ace in a loved one’s name, a  human or 
animal friend who has passed on to the 
other side, is a wonderful way to honor 
their life by helping to save a life.  Be an 
angel... 

Contact CBP for information. 
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A changing of the guard              From page 1 
 

The offer was accepted and the ensuing many months 
became a hectic blur of fundraising of monumental propor-
tions.  The Genesee Land Trust, a non-profit land preserva-
tion organization founded in 1989  and protecting  lands in 
Monroe and Wayne Counties,  has a mission to preserve 
woods, wetlands, waterways, farmland, fish and wildlife 
habitat, and scenic and recreational lands.  It recognized this 
as a remarkable opportunity to assist in protecting the prime 
farm land, forests, and important tributaries of Sodus Bay 
that comprise Alasa Farms. With the assistance of Ora Roth-
fuss from the Wayne County Planning Department, the Gen-
esee Land Trust secured a federal grant from the U.S. Farm 
and Ranchland Protection Program, which was used to pur-
chase the development rights to the property. 

In the fall of 2009, Wayne County Planning Director Sha-
ron Lilla submitted a grant to the New York State Depart-
ment of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation.  In 
April, 2010, notice was received that a grant of $500,000 
had been awarded from the NYS Environmental Protection 
Fund to apply toward the purchase of Alasa Farms.  In De-
cember, 2009, the farm was placed on both the State and 
National Registers of Historic Places.  And in January, 2010, 
Alasa Farms was designated as one of the the Preservation 
League of New York State’s “Seven to Save” Endangered 
Properties. The Preservation League is very excited about 
the potential for the Alasa Farms property.  Tania Werbizky, 
Regional Director, Technical and Grant Programs noted, 
“The Preservation League sees the situation at Alasa Farms 
as emblematic of a critical concern throughout the United 
States:  how best to provide for the continued use of agricul-
tural lands and historic buildings and protect them for the 
future without diminishing the usefulness and significance of 
both. The work underway at Alasa Farms promises to be a 
state and national model for  this pressing issue and we at 
the League look forward to continuing to help the  local part-
ners in this remarkable effort.” 

Additional grants and donations from various founda-
tions, charitable trusts, and private individuals were received 
in support of Cracker Box Palace’s Alasa Farms Preserva-
tion Project Capital Campaign.  The Mangan family re-
mained patient and supportive, and the people of Cracker 
Box Palace remained undaunted in their efforts to raise the 
necessary funds to complete the purchase.  The Mangans 
agreed to hold a partial mortgage while paperwork is final-
ized for the $500,000 in state funding.  Once received, the 
mortgage will be satisfied.   

And so, finally, after a two-year odyssey, the shelter’s 
journey to purchase the property is coming to a close.  But, 
as with all carefully planned events, there was a last-minute 
challenge.  On Thursday prior to the Monday closing, it was 
discovered that CBP was short $25,000.  Grants totaling that 
amount had been approved but the checks hadn’t arrived yet.  
Reliant Community Credit Union in Sodus came through in 
one day with a short term loan to cover the remaining funds 
required to close. 

The gathering on the 24th floor of the Chase building in 
Rochester in the executive conference room of Boylan, 
Brown, Code, Vigdor & Wilson, LLP had more the atmos-
phere of a celebration than a legal transaction, as attorneys 
and representatives of Cracker Box Palace, the Genesee 
Land Trust, and the Mangan family signed dozens of docu-
ments, completing the transfer of the property to Cracker  

Box Palace, and assigning ownership of the development 
rights to the Genesee Land Trust.  This is Genesee Land 
Trust’s largest land protection action to date, and they could-
n’t be more pleased, saying “It is a day to celebrate.  Now, 
protected by a conservation easement, the woods, orchards, 
fields and creeks are protected forever.  Generations to come 
will know the exquisite beauty that is Alasa.” 

Cracker Box Palace’s work is just beginning, and their 
Capital Campaign will continue for many years.  The next 
milestone involves putting an endowment fund in place to 
enable implementation of a five-year business plan and to 
support operations now and into the future…a future that is 
filled with promise and opportunity.   Plans are under devel-
opment to restore the historic houses and the barns that are 
home to the shelter’s animals, work the farmland, honor the 
legacy of Alvah Griffin Strong, and make Nancy Mangan 
and her family proud. 

You can learn about the work of Genesee Land Trust at 
www.geneseelandtrust.org. 

 
 
 
 

Cracker Box Palace’s purchase of the Alasa Farms prop-
erty by no means marks the close of our Capital Campaign.  
It is, rather, the beginning of a long journey and we are go-
ing to need more support than ever before.  Plans are being 
put in place and priorities established for the myriad projects 
that are ahead of us.  Every building on the property needs 
��,����	��	��'�	�����	����	�)�	����	9����
	�)�	$��� 	��7�����	
is very significant.  We need to put in four new septic sys-
tems.  Another major project is remodeling the former Shak-
er Bachelor’s Quarters building (that used to house the Alasa 
Farms Gift Shop) into a bunk house where people who want 
to come and work at the farm can stay.  And not to mention 
the forever-job of ongoing property maintenance.   

Please consider becoming part of this amazing endeavor.  
Even though CBP will be eligible for grants not before avail-
able because we were tenants, not owners of the property, 
contributions from individuals remain crucial. 

A Capital Campaign donation form is available on Page 9.    
 

The beautiful, historic Alasa Farms property that is now 
owned by Cracker Box Palace.  Working together with 
the Genesee Land Trust,  we will now be able to ensure 
that this magnificent land will be forever green and pro-
tected from development. 
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Genesee Land Trust                                From Page 1 
 
fish and wildlife habitat, scenic and recreational lands, Gen-
esee Land Trust protects land by acquiring properties 
(preserves) or by acquiring the development rights to the 
land (conservation easements). It is proud to add Alasa 
Farms to its list of conservation easements. Genesee Land 
Trust, now holding the development rights to Alasa Farms, 
will steward these 627 acres, overlooking Sodus Bay forev-
er. It is pleased to be working in partnership with Cracker 
Box Palace, a non-profit that owns the property. Our joint 
work will benefit the greater Sodus community.  
Submitted by: 
Margaret Potter 
Director of Development & Communications 
Genesee Land Trust  
info@geneseelandtrust.org               

 

 
   We continue to receive wonderful donations from our lo-
cal business and community organizations.  We are truly 
grateful for everyone’s kindness, generosity, and faith in 

what we do here 
at the farm. 
(left) Our Cow 
Barn Manager 
Extraordinaire, 
Jody Buzzell-
Rolston accepted 
a $2,000 donation 
check from Gar-
lock Sealing 
Technologies 
located in nearby 
Palmyra.  Our 
wonderful friend 
of the farm, Rick 
VanHoute made 
the presentation.

(below) The Sodus Rotary Club President, Lynn Carlyle, 
presented CBP President Burt Madison with a check for 
$1,000, and thanked Cracker Box Palace for the service that 
is provided to the local community and surrounding area. 
THANK EWE ALL FOR THESE DONATIONS!!!  

 
Please consider looking in to 
Planned Giving options.  You can 
make gifts through your Will, life 
insurance, retirement plans, stocks, 
bonds, and annuities.  For more 
information,  check our website or 
call or e-mail the farm.   
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by Alice Irwin 
 

NEWARK , February 12 
– Tuxedos and gowns 
aren’t the usual attire 
you’ll find at a local 
gathering, but once 
again people turned out 
in their finest to show 
their support and cele-
brate the accomplish-
ments of Cracker Box 
Palace Farm Animal 
Haven. This is the shel-
ter’s 11th year of opera-
tion and support is grow-
ing by leaps and bounds.  
The annual Gala Snow-
flake Ball has become a 
premier event in Wayne 
�����!�	 �)��	 $��	 �)�	
event’s sixth year and 
set a new attendance 
record of 144 people.  
The Gala has become the 
shelter’s most important 
+����������	 ���	 ,�������	
raised go toward supporting the daily operations of the farm, 
which now takes over $13,000 each month and costs contin-
ue to rise.  For the first time ever, Cracker Box Palace re-

ceived a corporate sponsorship donation, from Wanda Polis-
seni of Purple Haze Stables, LLC.  
    The venue was once again Burnham’s Canalside Restau-
rant in Newark, and the ballroom couldn’t have looked more 
beautiful and festive.  The evening began with a wine tasting 
and hors d’oeuvres reception hosted by Wilma Young and 
Deborah Hughes of Williamson’s Young Sommer Winery.  
The wines of Hunt Country Vineyards in Hammondsport 
were also featured by Lynne Montgomery.  Gala-goers clus-
tered around the tables and tables of silent auction items up 
for bid, over 50 items in all including everything from glori-
ous gift baskets to stunning handmade quilts.   

    Owner Brad Burnham’s culinary stuff provided gourmet 
fare and the service was impeccable as the wait staff brought 
out plates of grilled swordfish with mango salsa, a south-

western 
vegetarian 
kebob 
with wild 
rice, ten-
der filet 
mignon 
tournedos 
with cara-
melized 
onions 
and cran-
berry jus, 
and chick-
en breast 
calabrese 
stuffed 
with roast-

ed red peppers, mozzarella, and prosciutto topped with a 
vodka sauce. Throughout the evening a slide show was dis-
played, with hundreds of photos of the shelter’s animals, 
people, and special events.  Everyone always enjoys seeing 
themselves and 
their favorite 
critters on the 
screen. 
   Two special 
guest speakers 
provided up-
dates on the 
shelter’s efforts 
and progress 
on the goal of 
purchasing the  
Alasa Farms 
property.   
Genesee Land 
Trust’s Execu-
tive Director, 
Gay Mills, 
talked about the partnership between the two organizations 
and the exciting future the two organizations will share.   
   The Alasa Farms Preservation Project’s Capital Campaign 
is in high gear to raise the rest of the funds needed to com-
plete the purchase and put an endowment fund in place, and 
everyone listened eagerly as Sharon Lilla provided an update 
on the campaign.  Sharon is the Director of the Wayne 
County Planning Department and is also on Cracker Box 
Palace’s Board of Directors, and is one of the Capital Cam-
paign’s key people. 
    The Melody Masters Big Band provided music again this 
year, and they were fabulous.  A trio played before dinner 
and the full big band took center stage after dinner, with 
everyone’s favorite music from the 1920’s through 50’s.  
The live auction featured some outstanding items, including 
a trip for two to New York City with hotel accommodations, 
Broadway theater or NY Knicks tickets and dinner at The 
Palm, a custom patio paver package, items Burt and Mar-
yanne received from their trip to the Oprah show (see CBP’s  
 

Please turn to Page 11 

Alysha Hyman and Ted Adriaan-
sen were a stunning couple in 
their camo-theme attire. 

The Melody Masters Big Band was terrific, and 
once again the cost of the band was donated! 

The ballroom was beautifully decorated and filled 
to brim with people...a new record of 144! 

Festive Gala-goers (l-r) Tom Lightfoot, 
Vince Myerly, Mibb Browne, and Judy 
Watt. 
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December 2011 newsletter for that story!), including the 
limited edition 
Oprah 25th anni-
versary wrist-
watch, a Ralph 
Lauren cashmere 
sweater, and a 
five year sub-
scription to Net-
flix.  There was 
also a weekend at 
Sodus Shores up 
for bid, and a full 
day of beauty at 
Rocky Greco’s 
salon and spa. 
Bidding was live-
ly on an original 
watercolor of 
CBP’s lovable 
donkey Merri-
belle and her 
baby, Dannie O. 
    Cracker Box Palace thanks everyone who contributed to 

making this 
the most 
successful 
����	 !���	 �)�	
shelter net-
ted nearly 
$15,000 
from this 
fundraiser.   
The outpour-
ing of sup-
port contin-
ues to be 
amazing and 
the shelter’s 
future is 
bright and 
exciting.  �
    Our 
thanks go to 
everyone 
who attend-
ed, those 
who couldn’t 
attend but 
sent in dona-
tions, and 
everyone 
who provid-
ed such won-
derful dona-
tions for the 
auctions.   
“Ewe” made 
this the big-
gest success 
yet! 
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Lynne “Monty” Montgomery has provid-
ed wine tastings since the first Gala. 

We had a record number of first-time Gala-
goers, including (above)  Kristi Finch and 
Matt Shuman, and (below) Mary Therese and 
Kent Freil.   
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THANK EWE TO OUR NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS JAN-MAR 201 1 
Renewing Members 

 
Arney’s Marina ~ Niles Barlow ~ Gayl Belcher ~ Kim Bennett ~ Sheryl & Gary Boughter ~ Joseph & Lucinda Brogan 

Marlene Caroselli ~ Judy & Don Day ~ Pat & Wayne Delperdange ~ Sharon Eastley ~ Martha & Dale Ewbank  
Audrey Ferris ~ Mary V. Fisher ~ Janine Fogarty & Jim Hoesterman ~ Doreen Hebert/Girl Scouts of Genesee Valley  

Narda & Bill Helwig ~ Karen Huey  ~ Bob & Margaret Hyman & Family ~ Brenda Irwin & Mike Sabo  
 Delores Johnson ~ Melissa & Frederick Kaempffe ~ Mike & Diane Kelley ~ Kris & Bill King ~ Fae & Eugene Kruse 

John Lamb ~ Elizabeth Lassey ~ Sharon Lilla & Jackie Hylton ~ Carlie Lochner & Greg Schneider  
 Rocky Marchionda ~ Lauren Marshall ~ Stan Marshall, Jr., ~ Betty Ann Mastrangelo 

Robert & Shelly McBurney ~ Kathy Meicht ~ Roger & Mary Miller ~ John & Betsy Miner ~ Lynne Montgomery 
Sharon & Tom Morrell ~ JoAnne & Vince Myerly ~ Marty Nott & Nancy Somerville ~ Carl Ott  

 Reliant Community Credit Union ~ Walter Roloson & Elaine Vanderzille  ~ Dr. David & Sandy Scoville  
 Dr. Thomas & Elizabeth Servoss ~ Lynn Siracusa ~ The Women of St. John’s Church ~ Dave & Joan Stark  

 Jack & Jan Stone/Stone’s Snow Sleds ~ Karen & James Strossman  ~ Doug & Marianne Taylor  
 Angela & Carl Thiele ~ Matt Shuman & Kristi Finch/Truck’s Oven ~ Susie Truesdell & Steve Gates 

David & Susan VanAcker ~ Kass & Mark Vande ~ Deb & Mick Viniski ~ Maryanne Whyte ~ Douglas Wiggins 
David & Susan Williamson ~ Thomas & Barbara Wilson ~ Dr. and Mrs. Kevin Wolfer 

 
New Members 

 
Sandra & Patrick Anderson ~ Jane Beeman ~ Donald Bennett ~ LaVerne & Toni Bliek ~ John & Jean Bovet  

James & Barbara Bowman ~ R. Brooks Associates, Inc. ~ Dwight Burnham & Mary Hyder ~ Dr. Elizabeth Bush  
William & Brenda Colby ~ James Verbridge/K.M. Davies Co. ~ Lorraine & Thomas Dawes ~ Elizabeth DeHond 

Janet Scoones Dewart ~ Dr. Jack Dwyer ~ Bruce Evener & Kathy Madison ~ Marlene Ewbank ~ Philip & Arleen Fina 
Mary Therese & Kent Freil ~ Lela Fuller ~ Donna Fonda & Girl Scout Troop 831 ~ Pat Gorthy ~ Gwen Hallenbeck  

Mike Harland ~ Jean & Douglas Hedges ~ Ronald Johnson ~ Sean & Danielle Kennedy ~ Martha Kincaid  
 Donald & Sharon Kingston ~ Marcy Kraus/U of R Center for Academic Support ~ Jeffrey & Susanne Lattime  

 Carbee Lawrence ~ Kathleen Leahy ~ Tom and Martha Lightfoot ~ Roberta McColl ~ Jill McLeod ~ Charity Miner 
Diane Minger ~ Elizabeth O’Reilly ~ Oswego County Humane Society ~ Lisa Polewchak ~ Art & Claudia Putnam 

Sodus Rotary Club  ~ Lori Sensenbach & David Reynolds ~ Mr. & Mrs. Eugene P. Seymour ~ Nora Shanklin  
 Leo Stornelli ~ Sugar Hill Farm, LLC ~ Bill & Linda Turri ~ Joe & Debby Vater ~ David & Nancy Vercruysse  

Teddie Viggiani ~ Sheriff Barry & Sandy Virts ~ Jeannie Walsh ~ Judy Watt ~ David Wheeler ~ Katherine Wrobel 
~Lauren Andolina Wrobel ~ Wyman Potter Foundation 

 
 We LOVE ewe! 

����������	�
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������
����
����������
“DONATION” button at www.crackerboxpalace.org 

The Shelter Pet Project consists of a growing network of humane societies, rescue organizations, shelters, and individuals 
dedicated to “finding homes for great pets.”   The goal is to increase adoption rates through a national awareness campaign 
about the need for homes for shelter animals.  Currently over 600 organizations are part of the Shelter Pet Project initiative, 
all working together to improve the lives of animals who have no voice.  Here at Cracker Box Palace, we’ve been working 
for 11 years to find homes for farm animals in need, and provide a forever-home for those who can’t leave our farm.  Thanks 
to our supporters, we will continue our mission long into the future.   
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The following story was published by Harmony 

Horseworks,  an Equine Sanctuary in Colorado.  Au-
thor Barbara Wright has given us permission to reprint 
it.  Sadly, in these tough economic times we are seeing 
this become a reality for so many people.  Please share 
these ideas with anyone you may know who might be 
in this situation.  

 
WHAT YOU CAN DO WHEN YOU NO LONGER CAN 

AFFORD TO KEEP YOUR HORSE 
 
1. Don’t panic by waiting so long that the proverbial 

horse manure has hit the fan. Plan ahead and prepare 
for this emergency so it isn’t such a big one. 

2. Don’t automatically assume you can dump your 
horse at the local horse rescue. They are overloaded, 
undercapitalized and understaffed. Your horse has a 
much better chance through private placement if you 
commit to do the work. 

3. Take photos and write a biography. Be honest 
about good and bad points. Make a statement about 
what type of owner would be a best fit. Post the notice 
at your local feed store, supermarket, anywhere that 
accepts such advertising. If you don’t know how to 
create a flyer, ask your friends and relatives. Someone 
is good at this in your circle of contacts. 

4. Create an email and send it out to everyone you 
know, horseperson or not, and ask them to send it out 
to everyone they know. Include horse rescues and 
sanctuaries on your email list as they have a wide list 
of contacts, too. Make sure you include your veterinar-
ian on your list of potential contacts to spread the 
work. Again, if you can’t do this, turn to one of your 
computer-savvy contacts. If you are not, you are in the 
minority. Most people nowadays know how. 

5. If you find an adopter, check out the horse’s new 
home, interview the prospective owner. In other words, 
do due diligence so you are not just dumping your 
horse but ensuring a good chance of his future. 

6. Watch out for impostors and poseurs who tell you 
they are going to find a good home for your horses, 
especially if it is a string you are trying to place, as 
they are usually killer buyers waiting to haul the horses 
to Mexico and Canada for a bloody and inhumane 
death. This is why due diligence is so important. 

7. Ask your local horse rescue for assistance in find-
ing an adopter. They have contacts most people don’t 
and can help spread the word. They are NOT your first 
line of defense! 

8. If your horse is 30 plus years old, untrained and a 
backyard pasture ornament, chances are you won’t find 
a home for him. Failure to thrive on his part means eu-
thanasia is a humane option. Starvation and neglect are 
not options.  
    9. If your horse has potential as a companion or a 
riding/sports partner, do everything you can to give 
him a chance at a future life. 

 
 

 
Your cards and letters and mes-
sages of love and support are so 
important to all of us….keep 
‘em coming!!! 
 

“Hi.....great newsletter!  We so enjoy hearing of all 
the activities and good things happening at the Farm.  
We certainly appreciate the support and caring of all 
the volunteers and organizations that provide the need-
ed support to keep the Farm operational.  We shall con-
tinue our small contribution and hope to be able to of-
fer more in the future.  We can do fine with an email 
copy of the newsletter so you can remove us from the 
hard copy list.  Looking forward to a first visit to the 
Farm in the Spring.  Best Wishes, Betty” 

 
 “Thank you for all your wonderful work. Hope this 

helps your goal in some small way.”  Teddie. 
 
And to Kathi...your bright, cheerful, and wonderful 

notes are just a joy to receive!  Thank you for always 
brightening our day! 

 

White House Woolies         from Page 1 
President Woodrow Wilson grazed sheep on the 
White House South Lawn. The wool obtained from 
the sheep was sold to raise money for the Red 
Cross during World War I. The flock included "Old 
Ike," a tobacco-chewing ram.  
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www.yswinery.com 
4287 Jersey Road, Williamson, NY 

~ Award-winning, handcrafted boutique grape and 
fruit wines that showcase the best of what the Lake  
Ontario shoreline’s unique climate has to offer.  ~ 

YS Winery is a proud member of  
the Lake Ontario Wine Trail    

www.lakeontariowinetrail.com 
315-589-8861 
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We have an amazing year ahead of us 
with loads of family-friendly activities.  Be sure to 
watch our web site for the latest updates on events. 
 
April  16 - Annual Easter Egg Hunt -  This is a fa-
vorite with kids.  There will be loads of eggs stuffed 
with candy and prizes and everyone can share in treats 
after the hunt. 
 

May 7 - Farm 
Cleanup and 
Volunteer Ap-
preciation Pic-
nic, 8 a.m. with 
picnic to follow – 
come on out and 
help us pretty-up 
the farm and get 
it ready for our 
many visitors 

over the upcoming season.  Bring your work boots, 
gloves, and any favorite tools you have...rakes, shov-
els, trowels, wheelbarrows...you get the picture!  It’s 
going to be a lot of fun and we’ll have a great picnic! 
 
May 14 - “A Day at the Beach” Fashion Show and 
Luncheon to benefit Cracker Box Palace, 12:30 – 
2:30 at Abe’s Waterfront Boat House Bar and Grill in 
Sodus Point.  Enjoy a delicious luncheon overlooking 
beautiful Sodus Bay.  Fun, casual clothing for the en-
tire family from Sodus Point Fudge Co. & Gifts will be 
featured.  Tickets are $20.00.  Checks can be made 
payable to Sodus Pt. Fudge & Gifts and mailed to So-
dus Pt. Fudge & Gifts, PO Box 266, Sodus Point, NY  
14555.  Tickets are also available at  the shop on Greig 
Street in Sodus Point.  For more info, call 315-553-
2513 or E-mail info@spfudge.com.  Think Summer! 
  
May 21 – Kite Flying Day – Join us for a day of good, 
old-fashioned fun at the farm.  Bring your kites or pur-
chase one at our Gift Shop or even make one here!  
Bring a picnic if you’d like and enjoy our beautiful 
farm and friendly critters. 
 
July 11 – 15 – Farm Camp: a day-camp for children 
ages 7-14.    
Children will learn about all of the animals at Cracker 
Box Palace. There will be opportunities to work close-
ly with their animal of choice, participate in doing 
chores, and learn how and what to feed the animals. 
Children will care for their “adopted” animal all week.  �
Farm Camp will be directed by certified teachers.  
 

 
The emphasis at Farm Camp is teaching responsible 
animal ownership, care, and treatment of all living 
things. Participants will enjoy the animals, hiking in 
the woods, and visits to Second Creek.  Contact Mar-
yanne Whyte for info: �����������	�
������
��   / 
315-573-0036.  
 
July 23 – 25, Large Animal Rescue Training 
(LART) Weekend – Learn the latest techniques in 
rescuing large animals in emergency situations.  Infor-
mation and forms on CBP’s web site.  It’s a great team, 
and the rewards are “priceless.”  
 
Aug. 20, noon - ’til:  Music Fest!  
 

Bands, food, dancing on the lawn, and fun all after-
noon and evening!  Nashville recording artists Wells 
Hollow will be appearing once again, along with some 
of our awesome, favorite, faithful bands that always 
support our annual  Music Fest.  Last year Mark 
Herrmann’s Solo Acoustic, Acoustic by Mimi, and 
Simply Frank (who always brings amazing musician 
friends) rocked the farm.   We have to thank Wells 
Hollow for their great sense of humor last year when a 
huge, surprise thunderstorm hit with gale force winds.  
The stage was instantly covered with tarps and every-
one streamed into the horse barn.  The storm passed, 
Wells Hollow took the stage again, and even the horses 
were dancing in the pasture!    ����"	!���	��$�	�)�����	
picnics and coolers welcome but please, no glass. Ad-
mission: donation.  
 
 
 
 

Who will ever forget The Ballad of Tom Turkey? 
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Sept. 17, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. - Animal Faire and U-Pick  
Apple Kickoff -  

Informational seminars 
and booths represent-
ing all kinds of animal 
care and interest 
groups: Farm Animal 
�����	 .�����+�	 ������	
and Rehab organiza-
������	 9�'���	 (����*
ties, Animal Shelters 
and Rescue Groups.  
Loads of craft and 
business vendors, 

food, kids’ activities, face painting, and even a Gypsy 
Storyteller!  Admission: donation. 
 
Sept. 17 thru October, Daily 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
U-Pick & Picnic  
Apple Picking. Bring 
your friends and fami-
ly to the farm to pick 
many varieties of the 
freshest apples around.  
Apples are priced by 
the bag. 
Don’t forget your 
cameras to get photos 
of the little ones! 
 
 
 
 
Oct 1 – Farm Frenzy Walk-a-Thon – Line up some 
sponsors and join us on this FUNdraising hike!  Walk 

your dogs or 
mini-horses 
too!  Picnic at 
the farm fol-
lowing the 
walk.  Info and 
sponsor forms 
will be availa-
ble on CBP’s 
web site.   
Let’s make this 
the biggest yet! 

Nov. 6 Noon – 3:30 p.m. -  
Family Pet Portraits with 
Santa  
Dress up your kids and pets 
in their holiday finest and 
have your photos taken 
with Santa!  You’ll receive 
a CD with your digital pho-
to image...perfect for creat-
ing those holiday greeting 
cards!  
 
 
 
We are proud to say that we have thousands of children 

and families that 
come to the farm 
each season for 
tours.  There is a 
nominal per-
person fee for 
group tours.  In-
formation and 
tour reservation 
forms are availa-
ble on our web 
site.   

 

Did you know…. 
A duck’s quack doesn’t echo, and no one knows why! 
A Holstein’s spots are like fingerprints - no two cows        
have the same pattern of spots! 

 

Locally Owned  
& Operated 

109 West Main Street 
Sodus, NY  14551 

315-483-4127 

Thank ewe for your daily 
donations of fruit, breads, 

and vegetables for our 
critters, and your dona-
tions in support of our 
events!  We love ewe! 

THANK EWE, CHRIS, FOR 
YOUR DONATION OF ROLLS 

FOR OUR CRITTERS! 
 

Original New York Style Pizza  
 ~ Calzones ~ Stromboli~ 

 ~ Salads ~ Dinners including  
Eggplant Parm, Ravioli, Stuffed 

Shells, and so much more!  Hot & Cold Subs  
 Garlic Bread ~ Desserts too!  

Free Delivery  ~ 315-589-3000 
4080 W. Main Street, Williamson, NY 
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   To all of our wonderful CBP supporters,  if you’re 
not familiar with our partners at the Humane Society of 
Wayne County,  please take some time to check them 
out.  Their mission, “to provide a humane facility to 
shelter, feed and care for lost, unwanted and abused 
animals of Wayne County, New York and to provide a 
facility for humane education to citizens of Wayne 
County” goes hand-in-hand with that of CBP.  While 
most of their efforts are directed toward caring for and 
finding homes for domestic pets, they get calls for farm 
animals too, and that’s where CBP can step in and as-
sist.  Additionally, when we at CBP have the sad situa-
tion of having cats and kittens, and the occasional dog 
literally dropped on our doorstep, HSWC is there for 
us to take them, give them proper care and medical 
attention, and find loving forever-homes for them.   
    Also, just like CBP, they are always looking for new 
sources of funding and always need volunteers.  So, if 
you are more comfortable working with cats and dogs, 
please consider volunteering some time at HSWC. 
And, if you live in the Monroe County area and want a 
volunteer opportunity closer to home, you can volun-
teer at HSWC’s satellite adoption center at the Webster 
Petsmart!  But beware...you’ll fall in love with all of 
those little whiskered faces with  their haunting, bewil-
dered but grateful eyes and purrs and yelps who, just 
like our  sweet farm animals, are looking for love, a 
kind and gentle touch, and a safe home.  

   
Paws for a Cause - Make 
tracks around Wayne 
�����!�	 �����	 !���	 ,����	

when you “Paws” for a Cause throughout the month of 
May.  May 1 begins the annual Paws for a Cause cam-
paign.  Paw prints to support HSWC will be on sale 
around Wayne County at participating veterinary clin-
ics, at the HSWC shelter, and at many stores and busi-
nesses.  In addition, volunteers will be selling Paws at 
several locations.  Paws are sold for one dollar each 
and the donor may honor a special human or pet by 
writing their name on the Paw.  The Paw will be dis-
played throughout the month of May at the location  
where it was purchased.  Want to help out with the 
campaign?  Call Andi Meyer at 315-986-1287  

or Marge Laws at 315-986-4320.    
    This is a great way to honor a special friend, both 
two-legged and four-legged, and show your support for 

the Humane Society.  
Local businesses par-
ticipating will be:  
���	 ��"	 �
	 .�������	
�����/�
	 ���'!���	
�����/�
	 .�����'����	

Lyons National Bank, all 
�����)���	 �����/�	 ��"	 �
	 �!����	 ���*
'!��	 ������!	 ����	 ���	 �����/�	 ������	
Place, Sodus.   
   Participating vets include:  Lyons Vet-
erinary Clinic, Macedon Veterinary 
Care, Newark Veterinary Hospital, Pal-
myra Animal Hospital, Sodus Veterinary 

Hospital, Walworth Animal Hospital, and Williamson 
Animal Hospital.   
 
June 12 - Join the fun at the annual Humane Society 
of Wayne County’s Open House.  It’s from noon un-
til 4 p.m. and there’s always lots going on!  There will 
be special guest speakers, booths from other shelters, a 
used book sale, raffles, and a silent auction with lots of 
great items.  Food and beverages will be for sale also.  
You’ll have an opportunity to meet our sweet residents 
up close and in person, and learn all about what we do 
here at the shelter and how you can help.  Bring the 
kids and come on down for the afternoon.  We’re easy 
��	+����	 �����!	9����	 ����	 ��	 �++	�����	5:
	;���	$� ��	
of Lyons.   

     
    We have lots of dogs available right 
now for adoption, and “kitten season” 
is just beginning.   If you are consider-
ing bringing a new best friend into 
your home, please consider adopting a 
shelter animal.  You will be rewarded 
with their unconditional love and grat-
itude, and all of us here at the shelter 
will be grateful for your kindness. 
 

Penny Express update!  Our project to update the cat 
kennels is complete.  The last shipment will arrive in 
April!  Now we’re turning our attention to the dogs.  
Our new project is to purchase raised dog beds for the 
barn.  There are many ways you can help. You can do-
nate a bed directly from Kuranda Dog Beds (http://
kuranda.com/donate/3818/) or you can go to HSWC’s 
$��	����	���	'���	�	��������	���	��!����	;���	����� 	��	
the Penny Express button.  And, for the young and 
young at heart, we still maintain our Railroad Crossing 
bank at the shelter.  It has working lights and a train 
$)������	��/�	�������!	�	���	�+	+��-  
      
Thank you to everyone for your support of our efforts 
at the Humane Society of Wayne County! 

       Please...help 
   change our luck for 
        just a buck! 
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and her family are amazing volunteers at the farm. Dad Bob 
heads up our Large Animal Rescue Team, and Mom Marga-
ret is on our Board of Directors as Secretary.  And the whole 
family couldn’t love these horses more.  Our sweet young 
paints really hit the lottery with this family!�

All my life I wanted a horse, it was a dream that I thought 
would never come true. In my heart I knew there was a horse 
out there just waiting for me to own. Little did I know that 
one day in January of 2010, my dream would come true.  

Learning about Cracker Box Palace through friends, my 
family and I decided to go to the farm and visit the animals. 
And that’s when I first saw her, a filly named Apples. In the 
beginning I wanted 
nothing to do with her, 
but as time went on, 
she stole my heart.  

My family and I 
couldn’t stay away 
from the farm, so we 
decided that we would 
become volunteers. 
We started coming 
four days a week, help-
ing out where ever 
needed. And this is 
when my bond started 
with Apples. Every 
day I came to the farm 
I would find myself in 
Apples’ stall. I spent 
hours with her, just talking to her and brushing her, and I 
actually felt that she was listening to me. It didn’t take long 
for us to develop a strong bond. I even told her all my se-
crets and dreams. I would even go to school and brag about  

how there was this horse that I spend all of my extra time 
with playing and brushing, I even bragged that one day she 
would be mine. 

Well after what felt like months of begging (it was actual-
ly only a week) my parents to adopt Apples, my parents put 
in adoption papers to adopt Apples and her father, Rocky. 
Yeah, begging really does work, especially when my family 
felt the same way as I did about them. We all fell in love 
with Apples and Rocky. 

In June of 2010 we brought Rocky and Apples home. I 
love having them home with me. Every morning I wake up 
and run outside to let them out of their stalls. Seeing Apples 
and Rocky before I go to school is the perfect start to my 
day, even on those days when they are being stubborn and 
would rather stay in their stalls a little longer. While I am in 
school, all I think about is getting home to spend time with 
them.  

�)�!	 ���	 ���6!	 )������	 �)�!	 ���	 ��$�!�	 ����"	 ��'��) ��"	
that makes 
me laugh. 
Like when I 
am cleaning 
their stalls, I 
would hear a 
noise coming 
from the 
gate, and its 
Apples try-
ing to unlock 
the gate so 
that she can 
come and see 
me. That 
Rocky, I tell 
you, he loves 
to steal your 
hat and wave it around like he’s saying “ha-ha I got it and 
you can’t have it”! Both horses are amazing. The bond that 
my family and I have developed with them is incredible. 

All my life I have dreamed of owning a horse and now 
thanks to Cracker Box Palace, It has come true. THANK 
YOU CRACKER BOX PALACE !     

    Alysha Hyman 

Thank ewe to 
Truck’s!  For 
every $5.00 you 
put in their CBP 
donation bucket, 
they take $1.00 
off your order! 
AWESOME 
LOBSTER 
ROLLS! 8487 Greig Street, Sodus Point 

585-967-8789 
WINNER OF POPULAR VOTE 1ST PLACE AWARD 
IN “BEST PIZZA IN WAYNE COUNTY” CONTEST! 

Best friends - Apples and Alysha 

Rocky in his “Easter Bonnet” 

Father and daughter, Rocky and Apples, are 
inseparable companions. 
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My oh my...haven’t we grown! 
 
The last 10 years have been an amazing ride here at 
CBP.  Who would have ever thought “the little shelter 
that could” would be the owner of a 600+ acre historic 
farm, and have provided wonderful new lives to so 
many farm animals?  As with anything, there have 
been, and will continue to be growing pains, but 
through teamwork and the faith that people have in 
what we do here, we know the shelter has a bright fu-
ture.   Here are some interesting stats: 
 
2001: Cracker Box Palace officially opened.  39 ani-

 '���	��'�	���	<	$���	���,���-		<:	'�'����-  
 
2002: 35 animals came in, 13 adopted. 104 members. 
 
2003: 42 animals came in, 22 adopted.   
 �����	����'�=	>:4
<33�	��,�����=	>:5
<?2-  
 
2004: Moved to Alasa Farms with 83 animals.  Total 

 ���'���	�)��	!���=	:<?�	����	��	@2�	<A	���,���-  
 
2005: #���	2AA	���'���	������	����	��	:53�	   
 60 adopted.  
 �����	����'�=	>55
2A:�	��,�����=	>52
5??-  
 
2006: ����	��	<A	���'����	@A	���,���-		  
 �����	����'�=	>3:
A3:�	��,�����=	>35
5<A-  
 
2007: �%��	�������-		����	��	<<	���'����		   
 55 adopted.  375 members.  
 
2008:  �����	���'���	23A�	����	��	B@�	���,���	@?-  
 322	'�'����-		�����	����'�=	>B@
A<:�	  
 Expenses: $74,245.   
 
2009: �����	���'���	2@<�	����	��	43�	5B	���,���-		  
 <<A	'�'����-		�����	����'�=	>:2:
2:2�	  
 Expenses: $120,770.   
 
2010: Animal counts in process.  695 members. 
 Total income: $134,762 (does not include 
 ��,����	��',��"�	+����C�	��,�����=	>:55
34A-  
 
Cracker Box Palace’s 2010 Annual Report is being 
compiled as we speak.  We will let you know when it 
is available on the web site and will publish it in our  
Summer newsletter. 
 

OUR THANKS TO ALL OF EWE FOR YOUR 
FAITH AND SUPPORT! 
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Large Animal Response Team  
�
With so many new members joining our CBP family, we 

wanted to introduce all of you to our Large Animal Rescue 
Team (LART). In 2006, Wayne County Emergency Man-
agement asked Cracker Box Palace to become the Large 
Animal Shelter for the County Animal Response Team of 
Wayne County.   

Large animal rescue calls for specialized knowledge, 
training, and equipment.  Cracker Box Palace has acquired, 
through grants and fundraisers, a large animal sling and tri-
pod, a 
rescue 
glide, 
emergency 
tools, web-
bing, and 
safety gear 
and equip-
ment de-
signed for 
large ani-
mal res-
cue.  We 
continue to 
seek funds 
to obtain 
more 
equipment 
needed for 
emergency 
calls and 
to continue 
our train-
ing on all aspects and techniques of emergency rescue.   

We are working with local fire departments to work hand 
in hand at accident scenes involving large animals and shar-
ing equipment and training between the groups.  We are very 
,����	 �+	 �)�	 �����!	 %��'��	 ���,����	 ���'�	 $�	 )���	
pulled together resources, volunteers and training, and we 
continue to organize and develop our team to be a responsi-
ble, safe, and well-informed group in this relatively new 
field of emergency animal rescue.  

Our wonderful all-volunteer team includes: 
Kris Forsythe, Alysha Hyman - Jr. LART member,  
Bob Hyman - Fearless Leader, Margaret Hyman, 

Laurie Gasper, Matt Gasper, Matthew Gasper, Bill King, 
Brian Longest, Burt Madison, Cheri Roloson, 

Elaine Roet, and Leo Ticconi 
To learn more about Wayne County’s CART or to apply 

to be a volunteer or make a donation, call Mark Plyter, 
County Animal Response Team Coordinator at 315-946-
3389. 

To learn more about Cracker Box Palace’s Large Animal 
Response Team, apply to be a volunteer, see our Wish List, 
learn about upcoming training classes or donate, call 315-
483-2345	 D,�����	 �����	 �	 '����"��	 $�/��	 ������!	 ��	 �)�	
barns!) or visit CBP’s web site www.crackerboxpalace.org. 

For more information on Disaster Planning for Pet Own-
ers call the Wayne County Emergency Management Office 
at 315-946-5663 or visit their web site at 
www.wayne.co.ny.us. 

 

Days End Farm from Lisbon, MD, provides 
state of the art training techniques to CBP’s 
LART as well as local fire and rescue compa-
nies.   During this session, instruction was pro-
vided on extricating large animals from a trail-
er accident.   
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Submitted by Gay Mills,  

Executive Director 
Genesee Land Trust 

�
    Join Genesee 
Land Trust volun-
teers as we explore 
Alasa Farms and its 
many special natural 
places.  We will be 
walking on and off 
trails depending on 
the group and the 
weather, getting to 
know the land. Wear 
boots (or shoes that 
can get muddy) and 
long pants and bring 
binoculars and cam-
eras if you like.  We 
will walk rain or 
shine. 
To RSVP -- request-
ed but not required -- 
or if you have any 

questions about Genesee Land Trust or the walks 
please call 585-256-2130. 

   We’ll meet at the directional Totem Pole in front 
of the Horse Barn.   

1���%����������
���
�����+�200�3��%����,+����-��	��

 
Submitted by Margaret Potter,  

Director of Communications 
Genesee Land Trust 

 
On Friday, April 29th, Gloria McClement’s class at 

School #22 in Rochester, NY will open their passports 
and board the bus taking them to Sodus, NY and Alasa 
Farms for a dream field trip! Alasa Farms, 627 acres in 
Wayne County, protected by Genesee Land Trust and 
owned by Cracker Box Palace Farm Animal Haven, is 
an adventurer’s dream location.  Beautiful rolling hills 
and meadows, working farmland with apple and peach 
orchards are captivating There are Shaker barns where 
Cracker Box Palace, a farm animal rescue and rehabili-
tation shelter cares for nearly 200 farm animals of all 
kinds, including horses, goats, sheep, rabbits, pigs, and 
fowl, and nurtures these friendly beasts back to health 
to prepare them for adoption into loving forever-
homes. 

The farm is also home to Second and Third Creeks, 
where salmon and other fish spawn and thrive and 
where fresh waters feed Sodus Bay that feeds our Great 
Lake, Ontario. There are hardwood forests and pano-
ramic views and the remnants of an 1800’s Shaker 
Community. All this incredible 19th century history, 
including a Civil War era Underground Railroad portal 
across Ontario to Canada, will be shown to the third 
graders and their teachers and chaperones. The chil-
dren will learn about the history and the vitality of this 
Wayne County treasure where some of the best soils in 
the world produce some of the best apples in the 
world!  They will see, up close and personal, the im-
portant tributaries that flow into Sodus Bay and how 
Genesee Land Trust’s protection will help to ensure the 
protection of drinking water for those in the area, as 
well as protecting the water quality of Sodus Bay and 
Lake Ontario. They will see vast stretches of crop 
fields and will see how local farming is good for local 
economies. Most of all they will see that natural lands 
are worth protecting and that a school bus trip can 
bring them from the center of the city of Rochester to a 
haven for wildlife and orchards for as far as the eye can 
see!  Alasa Farms is a magical place and third grade 
students of Rochester School District, School #22 will 
see it up close and personal on Friday, April 29th.  

 
Our beautiful farm and 

friendly critters make for a 
perfect day for kids of all 
ages.  Tours book up fast, so 
make your reservation early.  
Call the farm at 315-483-
2493 and leave a message, or 
e-mail CrackerBPal-
ace@netzero.com.  

 
Greig Street 
Sodus Point 
 
315-483-9570 
 

“Sodus Point’s Favorite Waterfront Restaurant!” 
Hosts Tom & Brenda Frank welcome you! 

Daily Specials ~ Giant Fish Fry’s  
Steak & Seafood Combos 

New Banquet Room-Book Your Parties Now! 

Our Totem Pole was constructed 
last fall by Sodus Webelos Scouts 
from Pack 111. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When you wish upon a star 
Makes no difference  
    who you are 
Anything your heart desires 
    will come to you 
If your heart is in your dream 

                                 no request is too extreme... 
     When you wish upon a star, as dreamers do. 
Like a bolt out of the blue, 
Fate steps in and sees you through... 
When you wish upon a star, your dreams come true. 

 
 
 
 

Cracker Box Palace Farm Animal Haven -  at Alasa Farms 
A Nonprofit Organization Helping Farm Animals in Need 
PO Box 174, 6450 Shaker Road 
Alton, NY  14413 
www.crackerboxpalace.org    315-483-2493 

Mail to our Valued Member: 

Spring’s here!  Our hours are Thurs-Sat 
10 - 4 or by appointment. 

Visit our web site for info & group tour 
information/forms 

Call or e-mail us if you would like to  
volunteer or have a  donation.   

We always need hay!!! 
315-483-2493 

crackerbpalace@netzero.com 
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Details on Pages 14 and 15 and on CBP’s web site 

 	
May 7: Farm Cleanup & Volunteer Appreciation Picnic  
May 14: �%	
�!	��	�)�	����)�	����)���	E	&��)���	()�$	��	��� �+��	�)�	+��'�	  
  Abe’s Waterfront Restaurant in Sodus Point 
May 21: Kite Flying Day at the farm 
July 11-15: Farm Camp 
July 23-25: Large Animal Rescue Training 
August 20: Music Fest 
Sept. 17: Animal Faire & U-Pick Apples Kickoff 
Oct. 1: Farm Frenzy Walk-a-Thon 
Nov. 6: Family Pet Portraits with Santa   
Feb. 2012: 7th Annual Gala Ball 
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