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“My Hero” 
 

After the whirlwind week of the Oprah Show, when the 
dust finally settled, I started thinking about who is my hero.  
Maryanne Whyte had her students write about their heroes.  
So after that week and after the year we’ve had, I thought it 
was fitting that I wrote an essay too!  I hope Ms. Whyte likes 
it!  My problem is I have so many heroes.  Everywhere I 
look, I see heroes!   But for editing sake, I’ll try and keep 
this to the heroes of the farm.    

One of the greatest acts of heroism would have to be 
those folks who volunteer.  Whether they’re here to muck a 
stall, groom a bunny, work in the office, build a fence, bring 
in hay, run an event, keep track of our budget, write the 
thank ewes or edit this newsletter…. our volunteer heroes do 
it all around this farm!    They see a problem that needs fix-
ing and they jump into action.  They read about something 
we need and they ponder a way to get it done.  I’ll throw a 
crazy idea out and they make it become a reality.  They fall 
in love with an unruly horse and donate their time to work 
with that horse, even with a kick and a bite as their reward.  
We even have LART volunteers who can get a call in the 
middle of the night or during a huge  snow storm that there’s 
a pig or a goat loose and they’re off in a flash to round up 
the critters!   

Our volunteers received a call that we knew we had to 
save a $1.5 million dollar historic farm and they gathered the 
finest of their volunteer friends and they’ve worked for over 
a year now to make it happen.  To me, that ranks in the 
“more powerful than a locomotive” category!   

                                  Please turn to Page 8 
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  Burt and Maryanne hit the Oprah 
show in the Windy City! 

Reprinted from The Sun & Record 
By Alice Irwin and Wilma Young 

 
November 19 – Vehicles including television crew vans 

were parked fender to bumper out front of the home of Mar-
yanne Whyte…it was a broadcast party for friends and sup-
porters of Whyte and good friends Robert “Burt” Madison 
and his wife Cheri Roloson of Sodus, founders of Cracker 
Box Palace Farm Animal Haven who were selected as 

“Local Heroes” by Oprah Winfrey! 
Inside it was all excitement:  two televisions on just as 

many floors were turned on to the 4 o’clock airing of Win-
frey’s show which Burt and Maryanne attended last Tues-
day, November 16.  They were invited because they were 
selected by Harpo Studios as hometown heroes. 

Here’s how it happened. 
Back in August or September, shelter volunteer Maryanne 

Whyte had spent a day  putting up hay at the farm along with 
other assorted chores.  Arriving home, tired and concerned 
about how the farm animal shelter will continue to pay the 
rising operational expenses, come up with the $1.5 million in 
funds needed to purchase the 600+ acre farm, figure out how 
the shelter can ever get enough people to work there to take 
the load off Burt and Cheri…Maryanne sat down at her 
computer and typed in “Oprah.”   

Maryanne nominated Burt and Cheri as her “Hometown 
Heroes.” She held her breath, clicked “Send” and away it 
went into the E-universe.  Nothing  happened until Monday, 
November 8 when Maryanne received a call from Harpo 
Studios.  Burt and Cheri had been selected as heroes and 
were invited, along with Maryanne as their sponsor, to at-
tend the taping of an Oprah show in Chicago on November 
16!  There had been over 5,000 nominations for heroes sub-
mitted, and only 200 were chosen.  

Super excited, Maryanne frantically tried to contact Burt 
and Cheri all day to no avail.  Unbeknown to her, Burt had 
taken Cheri to the hospital emergency room that morning 

Please turn to Page 11 

CBP’s Animal Ambassadors made the holiday rounds 
out and about in the community!  Turn to page 17 to see 
what they’ve been up to! 
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Live to Give 
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talk yourself into the right one.” Tom Selleck, Blue 
Bloods TV series.   
 
   What a year!!  I have no idea where the time has 
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tion of my advancing age. My mom used to always 
remind me that “Tempus fugit.”  She was so right. 
   It has been an exciting, frustrating, exhilarating, ex-
hausting, and totally rewarding, amazing, over the top 
year.  Some days I just wanted to hit my head against a 
wall, some days I bounced around the farm with joyful 
exuberance.   Some days we all gathered together at the 
farm and hugged and wept, and some days we’d pop 
the cork on champagne, or at least the tab on a can of 
beer or a Pepsi. 
    I’m not even down “in the trenches” day after day 
like Cheri, Burt, Jody, and Elaine who have the hands-
on day to day responsibility for care of  200 critters 
that’s 24/7/365. It doesn’t matter if these folks, our 
amazing core-team,  are ill, injured, or bone-������� ���
doesn’t matter is the weather is a steaming cooker like 
this past summer or wind-ripping cold that will last 
until spring…they will be there.  Every day, all of our 
residents will have clean quarters, fresh bedding, spe-
cial feeds, meds, all the hay and water they have ever 
dreamed of, and most of all, love and security thanks to 
their efforts.  I can’t even begin to thank our myriad 
���������	��	�����
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an incredible part of their lives to help save lives. 
   There are people in this world who Live to Give and 
I am humbled and honored to be in the company of 
those whose lives and spirits are the epitome of Live to 
Give. They sacrifice such a tremendous part of their 
personal lives for the greater good.  They are the peo-
ple of Cracker Box Palace and all I can say is that God 
put them on this Earth for a special purpose.   
   Nearly 20 years ago, Ethan and I discovered Farm 
Sanctuary, just outside of Watkins Glen, purely by ac-
cident.    The concept of a farm animal shelter was 
something that hadn’t been part of my thinking (I actu-
ally used to eat lamb…arrgghhh),  but after our first 
visit there, our lives were changed forever.  Ethan 
sponsored “Simba” the sheep for my next birthday, and 
the rest is history.   We met their national shelter man-
ager, Susie Coston, and could just feel the Live to Give 
spirit emanating from her.  We saw that special light 
from her soul in her eyes, and her gentle but powerful-
ly focused nature and magical relationship with the 

animals was, well, something impossible to describe.   
   In 2001 I was given a “tip” for a newspaper article to 
write about a farm animal haven in Wayne County.  
Needless to say, after that first trip to the original farm 
that Burt and Cheri owned, I was hopelessly hooked. 
Cracker Box Palace was a fledgling farm animal shel-
ter…with dreams and hopes and life-saving commit-
ments at stake.   The more time I spent with them, the 
more I knew this was so right and so needed in our ar-
ea.   Whenever I saw Cheri and Burt at their farm, that 
“light” was in their eyes and I  felt the passion in their 
hearts and the more I came to know them  the more  I 
felt the God-given Live to Give spirit in them.   

   Over the 10 years that Ethan and I have been with 
CBP and the nearly two decades we have supported 
Farm Sanctuary, every day has been a powerful rein-
forcement to make our lives an opportunity to Live to 
Give. Working every day with the CBP crew and lov-
ing all of these animals that were discarded and physi-
cally and emotionally damaged has been a life-
changing experience.  Most stunning is to witness how 
so many people put selflessness and sacrifice above all, 
to heal a life that has been wronged, to help a living 
creature of God that had no voice and make them 
healed and whole.   It’s not too much to ask to have a 
life that is free of pain and filled with love, care, 
warmth, food, and security.  Together, we all can work 
to accomplish that. Thank you all for your steadfast 
support and for your faith in what we do here at the 
farm.   Live to Give. 

I wish you all a blessed and peaceful New Year. 
     Alice 
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Thank Ewe for donating 
veggies for our critters!   
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© Dave and Sue Hyman of Rochester who donated a 

wonderful 1997 Dodge Dakota club cab pickup to 
the farm!  It’s a beauty, V8, 4 wheel drive, starts 
and drives nice! We are sooo grateful for our new 
farm truck! 

© To Russell Phillips & Associates, LLC and their 
employees, CBP members Val White and Pat 
Hoefler.  As part of Russell Phillips’ 2010 “Be 
Healthy” initiative, employees are challenged to 
exercise on a daily basis.  Each employee was 
asked to select a charity of their choice and at the 
end of each quarter the employees who have met 
the exercise requirement have a monetary donation 
made to their chosen charity.  Pat Hoefler also 
came in as one of the top participants and received 
an additional $250 donation from Russell Phillips 
that is coming to CBP!  Thank ewe Val and Pat 
and Russell Phillips!! 

© Jennifer Hixon for her donation of a horse blanket, 
halters, English bits, and glucosamine supplement! 

© Alice Kohout for her donation in honor of the wed-
ding anniversaries of her daughters and their hus-
bands, Jessica and Bob Brown, and Judith and 
Howard Brenner!  

© Our WebMistress, Marlene Ferguson, who con-
stantly updates our info, has been redesigning the 
site, and also comes to the farm to muck stalls and 
provide critter care!  Mar...you are AMAZING!!!  
Check out http://lakeaffectwebdesign.com 

© Our newsletter printing angel...the last newsletter 
was over the top.  None of us ever expected to see 
a magazine published. Holy Deliah!  And it’s all 
donated.  Praise be!  

© Our faithful volunteer Shannon Mahoney, who 
entered a contest that was offered by Metro Mat-
tress.  Through their “50 beds in 50 Days” pro-
gram, Metro Mattress has provided 23 charitable 
organizations in the Rochester area with  beds.  
We’re planning to get our “Bunk House” up and 
running next year so we’ll have accommodations 
for groups or individuals who want to spend some 
time working at the farm.  Shannon heard about the 
Metro Mattress contest, submitted an application, 
and we WON!  We recently had two amazing twin 
mattresses and box spring sets delivered. 

© Innovative Solutions of Rochester who provide 
scholarships to members of not for profits to attend 
Rochester’s Ad Council’s workshops.  Our Editor, 
Alice Irwin, submitted an application to attend the 
latest workshop on Event Planning for Non Profits, 
and was awarded an Innovative Solutions Non 
Profit Training Scholarship to cover the $55 tui-
tion!  Thank ewe Innovative Solutions!! 

© Everyone who made our Farm Frenzy Walk a 
Thon such a success...the wonderful walkers, their 
sponsors, and our business backers.  Our commu-
nity never ceases to amaze us.  T-Shirt sponsors 
����� ������	� ������  ���	� !������ ��
�����  �""����
#��
���   Lettering Lounge, Williamson and 
Woodland Silk Screening, Ontario.  Contributors 
of prizes, food, soda, and water were Jeff's Sodus 
$
�� %
������  ���	� !�����   Trinity Therapuetic 
%
		
����  ���	� !�����   &�
����� �����#��
���   Pa-
ton's Market Place, Sodus and  Wegman's, New-
ark.  And how can we ever thank Kristi and Matt 
from Truck’s Oven for making over 200 sandwich-
es and gallons of hot soup for our walkers’ pic-
nic??  Our supporters ROCK! 

© All of our faithful members who continue to send 
donations in honor of loved ones and in memory of 
loved ones who have crossed over.  Your letters 
and cards always touch our hearts, and we are 
thankful that you want to honor your special peo-
ple through donations to help our needy critters.   

© Everyone who requested that family members 
make a donation to CBP as a Christmas gift to 
them rather than purchasing gifts.  We’ve had 
more Christmas-gift donations than ever, and for 
that we are grateful.   

© Jim Hoyt of the Village Auction Company who has 
provided us with tents, porta-potties, and faithful 
support throughout our many years.  You have 
helped us so much, Jim, and we can’t Thank Ewe 
enough.  

© To our wonderful friend, freelance writer Deborah 
Jeanne Sergeant who wrote an over-the-top article 
about the Oprah adventure.  The article was fea-
tured in the November 28 issue of Lancaster Farm-
ing magazine, which is a HUGE publication!  
There’s even a photo of Burt and Cheri with grand-
daughter Sky!  You can read Deborah’s article at 
http://www.lancasterfarming.com/results/The-
Ultimate-Gift.  Thanks Deb!  Once again you have 
brought us some awesome publicity!  You can find 
Deb’s articles in many Finger Lakes area publica-
����	�����"�
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© ALL of our amazing members, donors, service 
providers...THANK EWE!!!!! 
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911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 ~ 911 

Remember that number!  If you are concerned about the 
possible neglect or abuse of an animal, please call 911.  
The appropriate town/county agency will investigate and 
contact us if an animal needs rescue/shelter.  We do not 
"������� ����	���
����	�� ������ �
���� ��� "������� 	
�� ���� ����
animals in need.  For all other inquiries about the farm, 
call 315-483-2493 but please be patient with us...you’ll 
usually receive the answering machine because we’re out in 
the barns and pastures working with the animals.  We prom-
ise to get back to you as soon as we possibly can.  Thank 
ewe for understanding!! 
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©   At long last...our donkey Merribelle had her baby!! She 
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Connie has been spending a lot of time with Merribelle, 
gaining her trust and restoring her faith in people.  There 
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Congressman Dan Maffei visited the farm this summer he 
fell in love with Merribelle.  And, this special day when she 
was born just happened to be the day that the Oprah show 
that Burt and Maryanne attended was going to be aired.  And 
so..Miss Dannie Oprah Donkey was christened!  We call her 
Dannie O for short.  She’s fuzzy, feisty, and absolutely pre-
����	'� � �
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has a sponsor!  There are also more photos on our web site.   
 
©  More bunnies!  
We took in 10 buns 
from one owner 
who realized they 
had too many rab-
bits. And, oh yes, 
three of them are 
pregnant.  We’re 
looking forward to 
the births of 15+ 
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stay tuned for adop-
tion “specials” on 
bunnies.  They’ll be 
just the right age for 
our annual Easter 
“Foster Care the 
Easter Bunny” cam-
paign.  We call it “try it before you buy it!”   
 
©  “The Christmas Goats” ….or “Catch me if you can!” 
    Alice and Ethan took their annual Christmas trip to Farm 
Sanctuary in Watkins Glen, and found their Farm Manager 
Susie Coston tearing her hair out trying to find homes for 6 
goats whose owner had recently passed away.  The goats 
were at a farm in nearby Ovid, NY, and were out in a pasture 

with no shelter and no one to take care of them.   Farm Sanc-
tuary is about as full-�"�
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sheep, probably as many goats, 60+ cows, dozens of pigs, 
and scores of assorted fowl and bunnies….around 600 ani-
mals in all. Ethan called Cheri and explained the predica-
ment with the owner-less goats, and with a sigh, she said 
“tell them to truck them up here.”  Two days later, just be-
fore Christ-
mas, Mario 
arrived with 
Farm Sanc-
tuary’s truck 
and trailer 
and the 
goats.  Our 
Cow Barn 
Manager, 
Jody, togeth-
er with 
Ethan, Alice 
and Mario, 
built a chute 
out of hay 
and other 
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was to have the goats get off the trailer, go through the barn, 
and down the ramp into the lower area of the barn where 
Edgar the goat and Tiny the pig have been staying.  Alas, the 
best laid plans…the goats decided to dive over the hay barri-
ers and suddenly they were loose, and heading up the lane 

by Stormy’s 
pasture.   In 
hot pursuit, 
Elaine 
grabbed the 
containment 
fencing and 
everyone tried 
to herd the 
goats away 
from the road.  
Finally, Jody 
and Mario 
grabbed one 
of the goats, 
secured a lead 
line around 

her neck and led her back to the barn...all of the others fol-
lowed nicely along into the barn, down the ramp, and into 
their temporary quarters.  After Dr. Scoville checks them out 
they will go into the main goat pasture.  All’s well that ends 
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new home.  Jody reports that they have even started eating 
some grain...something apparently new to them. 
    We’ll be looking for forever-homes for these girls and 
boys when they’ve settled down a bit.  They’ve had a hard 
time of it, but those days are done now!  We’re glad we 
could give these girls a home for now, and help out our 
friends at Farm Sanctuary.   They’re celebrating their 25th 
anniversary of rescuing animals, promoting legislation to 
ban cruel factory farming and stockyard practices.  You can 
learn more about our friends at Farm Sanctuary at 
www.farmsanctuary.org. 

 

Hi! I’m Ruby! Please adopt me! 

ESCAPE!!!! 

OK, let’s go nicely into the barn... 
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Our treasured people friends… 
 
?    We extend our 
deepest sympathy to 
Friends of the Farm 
Herm and Wilma 
Young and their fami-
ly.  Herm’s Dad, 
John, crossed over 
into God’s loving 
embrace on Novem-
ber 9.   John was mar-
ried to Lucy for 61 
years and he was an 
integral part of our Wayne County farming community. John 
was the first farmer in New York State to harvest his tart 
cherry crop with a mechanical harvester that he designed and 
built himself.  He was a truly loving family man whose pres-
ence on this Earth made it a better place in so many ways.  
We know that John is “up there” having fun once again 
showing everyone how to operate those antique bulldozers!  
Happy “tracks” to you, John!  

?  Our prayers and condolences go to Friend of the Farm 
Elaine Juliano and her family on the loss of her mother, 
Audrey,  on September 19.  Audrey put up a valiant fight 
against cancer, and has now been met by all of her friends 
and family on the other side of the Rainbow Bridge.   We 
know Audrey is now healed and whole again, and will be 
keeping a watchful and caring eye on all of us.   

?   Our sweet Friend of the Farm, June Camp, crossed over 
on September 17 and we send our love and sympathy to her 

family and friends.  June was a kind 
and gentle person who loved animals 
and was faithful supporter of our 
farm.  We thank June’s family for 
honoring June through requesting 
donations in her memory  be directed 
to Cracker Box Palace and Lollipop 
Farm.  We know June was welcomed 
to the “other side” by all of our crit-
ters who have already made the jour-
ney.  June will always remain in our 
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?  Our hearts go out to  Friends of 
the Farm Amy and John LaGambi-
ano and all of the friends and fami-
ly of Ida Rezanov, and we thank 
everyone for their donations in 
loving memory of Ida.  Ida went to 
her forever-home at the age of 51, 
peacefully, surrounded by her fam-
ily on August 14 after an intense 
battle with colon cancer.   God-
speed, Ida!  We know our beloved 
Casey, Mint and Sunny came galloping up to welcome you 
to your new forever-home.  Take care of them for us! 

   
We want to thank everyone who made memorial donations 
��� 
����� ��� �
���� ������ ���	�� ��� 
��� ��
������ �

�� ���� 
���
keep our shelter in your thoughts and hearts.   
 
= Lorraine Bartlett in memory of her dad who passed 

away in October, 2009. 
= Mibb Browne in honor of her friend Beryl DiLella, who 

was a wonderful volunteer and Friend of the Farm. 
= Esther Head in memory of Barb Hursh, another 

wonderful volunteer who loved our bunnies and pigs. 
= Joanne Corsica and Maris Dzenis in memory of Sgt. 

John Jeffrey Gates, “a dear and trusted friend and 
mentor.”  Our hearts go out to Sgt. Gates’ wife, Donna. 

= Iva Peck in memory of William Galvin. 
= Pat Hoefler in memory of Tom Fedeile. 
= Nancy Karasinski in memory of loved ones who have 

passed on 
= Kathi and Bob Straubing in memory of  their dear friend 

Helene Rackmyer, who cared deeply for animals of 
every shape and size. Bob and Kathi wrote, “We 
thought that a memorial gift to Cracker Box would 
make her spirit smile.”  

 
 
Our beloved animal friends… 
 
?  We send our gratitude to Dr. Scoville for the beautiful 
card he sent to us upon our goat, Leo’s passing.  He wrote: 

“Dear Cracker Box Palace, 
That special place in our hearts feels so empty.. 
But we realize, as time passes, 
That animals have a way  of teaching  us about 
Loving, joy, and friendship… 
And whatever we’re shared in their presence 
Can never really be lost. 
Thinking of “Leo” 
  (signed - Dr. Scoville and “Lois” who was Leo’s partner 
and mother to their twins, Rose and Johnny) 
 
?     We sadly bade farewell and Godspeed to our sweet old 
bunny, Mr. 
Fluffy.  He 
and his 
friend 
Fluffington 
came to our 
farm in the 
fall of 2009 
after their 
owner 
developed 
allergies to 
the elderly 
bunnies.  
Due to their 
advanced 
age, Mr. 
Fluffy and  
Fluffington have lived in our small “climate  

                                                              Please turn to Page 9 

Mr. Fluffy (left) and his friend Fluffington 
have been  sweet and loving ambassadors.  
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We thank Barb 
DeRoo for her 
sponsorship of 
our goat Tipsy 
as a gift to her 
friend Diane 
Baker in honor 
of the memory 
of Diane’s hus-
band Dave.   
 

Mibb and Peter 
Browne have 
sponsored our new 
bunnies Filo (left) 
and Daisy (below) 
for their grandchil-
dren, Emily and 
Peter Rohan! 
 

 
Emily and Peter have 
always loved our bun-
nies.  Mibb used to 
“borrow” our sweet bun-
ny Madonna to take home 
for a couple of weeks 
when Peter and Emily 
came to visit in the sum-
mer! 
 
 

 
Mary and Charles 
Maloney have 
sponsored our old 
friend Helen Bun-
ny as a gift to 
Mary’s nieces 
Mia, Zoe, and 
Skylar Norton, 
who live in Char-
lottesville, Virgin-
ia.  Helen is one of 
our older, long 
term residents and 
probably won’t be 
adopted.  Helen 

has told us, though, that it’s OK...she’s very happy livin’ 
large here at the Palace with all of her bunny friends.   

 

Mary and Art Novick have sponsored our beautiful, 
amazing new baby, 
Miss Dannie O 
Donkey as a gift to 
all of their nieces 
and nephews for 
Christmas!  They 
plan to include the 
sponsorship certifi-
cate in their Christ-
mas cards to every-
one...what a great 
idea! 
 
Mary and Art are 
also sponsoring 
Lois’s babies, Rose 
and Johnny as a gift 
to Art’s brother Lou 
and his girlfriend 
Pat!  Thank you so much, Mary and Art! 
 

 

Marlene Ferguson has sponsored Hamlet the potbelly for her 
friends Maxine Appleby and Gale Kordzikowski, and she’s 
also sponsoring our bunny, Ruby, for Tom and Kathy 
Hynds!  Hamlet 
came to us with a 
terrible case of 

�"��
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��
was part of a res-
cue last year.  
Hamlet lives in-
doors in heated 
quarters during 
the cold months, 
and loves basking 

in the sun in the tall grass 
in the summer.   
Bunny Ruby came to the 
farm from a lady who had 
waaayyyy too many bun-
nies and couldn’t take 
care of them.  
 
Please turn to page 7 

 

Rose Johnny 
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   We’re pleased to 
announce that our 
bunny, Spoof, has 
been sponsored by 
Diane DeWispelae-
re as a gift to her 
friend Carbee!  
Spoof came in with 
the last large group 
of bunnies that in-
cluded Ruby.  We 
welcome Diane and 

her husband Jay as new members of The Palace!  
 
   Mark Moore 
sponsored our 
sweet Deliah 
as a Christmas 
gift to his 
brothers and 
sisters and 
their spouses, 
and his par-
ents!  Thank 
ewe Mark, we 
welcome you 
as a new mem-
ber! We and Deliah thank ewe for your support. 
 
   Sharon Benson sponsored our sheep Dave, Bummer, 

and Ricki and 
also bunny Ala-
baster as Christ-
mas gifts to her 
friends Helen 
and Nick, Thais, 
Debbie, and 
Gretchen.  Ala-
baster (left) is 
our remaining 
0���� $
����
we’re hoping to 
find this great 
bun a forever 

home.  But until we do, sponsorships like these help 
support the critters that live with us.  
 
    Our bunny, Spiffy, now has a new forever-home 
with Robert and Julie Myer in Geneva, NY.  Thank 
you Robert and Julie!! 
 
 ���� PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU CAN 
FOSTER-CARE ONE OR MORE OF OUR BUNS 
WHILE THE COW BARN UNDERGOES REPAIRS.  

   
Hours & Tours at the Farm 

 
We’re deeply into the “Winter Season 
of Survival.”  As our Upstate New 
York members know, winters here can 
be brutally cold with cruel  winds off 
Lake Ontario that chill to the bone up 
here on our hill.  We will be open to 
the public on Saturdays from 10-3, or 
by appointment from November 

through April.  Self-�����������	������
�	�����
�
��
������
���
maps are located at the Horse Barn in the mailbox.  Call to 
inquire about tours. Tour itineraries are available at 
www.crackerboxpalace.org.  

If the weather is bad our critters will most likely be 
tucked into their cozy barns and not out in the pastures.  We 
welcome your wintertime visits, but please remember to 
dress VERY warmly...like our critters in their winter coats! 

 
 
 

 
 

All memberships include a subscription to our 
quarterly newsletter...sign up now and get all the 

latest news from the farm!! 
 

Name ____________________________________ 
 
Street ____________________________________ 
 
Town, State, ZIP ____________________________
  
E-Mail _____________________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________________________ 
 

 
 

Please make checks payable to  
Cracker Box Palace and mail to 
PO Box 174, Alton, NY  14413 

~ Your donation is tax-deductible ~ Thank Ewe! 
Ewe can also donate on our website!!!! 

$ 25.00 $ 50.00 $ 75.00 

$ 100.00 Other: ________ 
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Our donors and members are on the top of our list of 
heroes.  From the donations to the letters of encourage-
ment that come to us in the mail, our supporters contin-
ue to keep us going financially, spiritually and physi-
cally.  Kids that forgo their birthday gifts to raise mon-
ey for the animals or have their guests bring carrots or 
duct tape (not duck tape) wrapped in pretty paper are 
amazing heroes to me!  Getting a check in the mail for 
$5 with a beautiful note about our farm and that we do 
good work.  People that pull in with paper towels or 
toilet paper bring tears to our eyes here at the barns!  
Opening a letter with an enormous contribution in the 
post office parking lot that brings me to tears and gives 
me heart palpitations!  Folks that come on a regular 
basis to build a barn, put in a beautiful new gift shop or 
fix the goats’ playhouse are heroes to these animals 
and to the volunteers here at the farm.    The folks who 

read through our Wish List and pull in with an item 
like a truck or a dump trailer!  Youth and school 
groups that pick a project as big as a rabbit or a poultry 
run, wheel chair accessible picnic tables or a direction-
al totem pole and make it happen are big time heroes to 
us at the farm.  All these are acts of heroism to a strug-
gling not for profit agency with big dreams!  “Able to 
leap tall buildings in a single bound!”   

And our other many supporters are amazing heroes 
too.  Our veterinarians who help our animals mend 
their broken bodies and train us to be good caretakers.  
Our farriers who do the back-breaking work on our 
critter’s feet.  Our feed store folk, who although, pick 
on my chicken, are always there for us when our crit-
ters need feed.  Our trainers who work so patiently 
with our animals to have them trust again.  Our bed-
ding suppliers that bring soft, fragrant shavings and our 
amazing hay moving folks who sweat, itch and sneeze 

 their way through hay season or bring hay in the 
middle of the winter just so our animals have full bel-
lies.  The bands that play beautiful music at our events, 
and the behind the scenes supporters that donate the 
tents, print our beautiful newsletter, the restaurants that 
let us hold meetings in their establishments when the 
weather gets too cold, porta potties, advertising, stages, 
sound systems, art work and sign making, computer 
skills, grant writers, fundraisers, food supplies or prizes 
that we give away,  the list goes on and on!  These 
folks would fall in the “faster than a speeding bullet” 
category. 

One of our life long supporters was a family that 
lived right here in Alton.  Our first year we opened, 
they were one of the first donors to send in a $100 
membership.  They invited us to their Farm Days event 
and jokingly at the post office asked me if I wanted to 
move the shelter to their farm and run Alasa Farms.  
And when we truly were feeling the squeeze at the old 
Wayne Center Road farm,  they didn’t bat an eyelash 
or miss a beat when a couple years later I asked if we 
could move the shelter to Alasa Farms, and they said 
yes.   
“ It’s a bird! it’s a plane!  No, its superman!”  or at the 
very least, it was a Griff!  Griff, although a jokester, 
could inspire me to higher expectations of my crazy 
idea of opening a farm animal shelter.  And I’ll never 
forget the one morning at the Coffee Cup with a cup of 
Joe that he suggested to me that Cracker Box Palace 
buy Alasa Farms.  It came with a long, Aesops Fables 
story kind of explanation, but the way he tells a story 
can really get you to thinking you can do anything.  At 
the time, I thought he had gone off his rocker, but it 
must have stuck in my craw and then after the fire at 
the main house, our then group of board members all 
believed it too.  Because here we are, very close to be-
coming the new owners and caretakers of such an 
amazing place as Alasa Farms.  A task we don’t take 
lightly and a privilege we hope to uphold and keep for 
future generations of heroes to serve.   
    Have a happy and safe New Year from my family 
and all of the critters here at Cracker Box Palace.  And 
thank you all for making a crazy idea come true.  You 
all are my heroes.   

Founder & Farm Manager 

Our volunteers are some of our amazing heroes, who 
help out with everything from mucking stalls to as-
sisting with “Olympic Goat Wresting” when we have 
to trim hooves.  

� � � ���������	
���

��

�������
�����
����
���
���

�������������
�����
����
� ������������������������� �!"���#$%&�
�'�$($%&(���$�)�
�	$%&*�����+����



Cracker Box Palace News          Dec  2010           Page 9 

Farmy musings from Barry 
 
I’m hopin’ that ewe-all had a 
great Christmas!  It was pretty 
cold here at the farm but it 
didn’t matter.  Christmas is 

��
�	� 
� 	"���
�� ����� 
�����
things happen that no one 
except us critters ever knows 
about...so I thought it was 
time to share the real story 
about what happened here at 
the farm on Christmas Eve! 

 
Twas the night before Christmas and all through the barn,  
not a creature was stirring, except Dakota (the alpaca) was 
alarmed.   
The goats were all snuggled right in their hay beds 
While visions of cereal danced in their heads.  
With Bugsy in his corner and me in my thinking cap 
We’d all just settled down for a long winter’s nap.   
When out in the pasture there rose such a clatter,  
I sprung from my bed to see what was the matter.   
When what to my wondering eyes did appear?  
But a miniature sleigh with eight tiny reindeer! 
With a little wooly driver, too big for a lamb,  
I knew in a moment it must be Santa Ram!   
He whistled and shouted and called us by name: 
Now Barry!  Now Bugsy!  Now Mikey and Chester! 
On Tipsey!  On Stinky!  Spanky, you jester! 
Get up you goats, llama and sheep! 
I’ve got presents for all of you and this snow is too deep! 
So up to the barn we brought in our load 
Sheep food, Goat food, we thought we’d explode! 
And then in a twinkling, I heard on the roof 
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof. 
As I thought in my head, those deer look quite hardy 
But what the heck, lets invite them to the party! 
So there in the barn, on Christmas Eve night 
We partied and danced and we all had a bite! 
Then laying his hoof along side of his nose 
Santa Ram, the eight reindeer all left our abode.  
And I heard them exclaim as they flew out of sight 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL AND TO ALL A GOOD 
NIGHT!  
…that’s how it happens… honest!  Love Barry! 
 
 
Editor’s note... 
It was rumored that Sheep 
Sophie told everyone that 
she couldn’t find her partner 
Ernie in the pasture on 
Christmas Eve...there was 
just something familiar 
about the Santa Ram that 
she just couldn’t put a hoof 
on…but he was gone so 
soon... 
Perhaps we’ll never know.  
Ernie’s not talking.   

�
�����������������������������From Page 5 
 

   controlled” building (it has a space heater in the winter and 
fans in the summer)  where we care for animals with special 
needs.  Mr. Fluffy was a very sweet bunny who always 
loved having people come to visit and give him some veggie 
���
�	�� �1���
	� 
��
�	� ������� 
��� �������� �����
��� 2��������
ton will miss this old fellow but we know that he’s in a beau-
tiful, sunshine-filled field of clover munching away!   
 
    Our beautiful cinnamon-colored Harlequin bunny, Phan-
tom, has crossed over to join his many bun friends...Fluffy, 
Timmy, Miracle, 
Medusa, and so 
many more.  
We’re grateful 
they were there to 
greet Phantom 
and welcome him 
to his new forever
-home of sweet 
green grass and 
clover, warmth, 
and friendship.   
   We never un-
derstood why 
Phantom wasn’t 
adopted. He was 
	��
� 
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��� ��
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being able to care for him and we will all miss him, our 
sweet Phantom of the Opera.  
 
   We send our thanks to Donna Lurz, Peggy Maltman, and 
Robert Cahill who all sent Christmas donations in honor of 
the memory of Judy DeLorm’s beloved horse, Zarjur.    Zar 
crossed over in 2008 and is still very much missed by so 
many people.   

 
A Bridge Called Love  

 
It takes us back to brighter years, to happier sunlit days  
And to precious moments that will be with us always.  
And these fond recollections are treasured in the heart 

To bring us always close to those,  
from whom we had to part.  

There is a bridge of memories  
from earth to Heaven above...  
������"	�������
�����	���
���	��  

It's the bridge that we call "love.”  

Making a donation to Cracker Box Pal-
ace in a loved one’s name, a  human or 
animal friend who has passed on to the 
other side, is a wonderful way to honor 
their life by helping to save a life.  Be an 
angel... 

Contact CBP for information. 
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THANK EWE TO OUR NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS SEP - DEC 2 010 
Renewing Members 

ElizabethAllardice ~ Jane Allen ~ Donna & Harvey Almekinder  ~ Bob Anderson & Marylyn Ianiri  
Susan Arnott & Dr. David Dobrin  Elizabeth Avadesian ~ Pamela Bartemus ~ Lorraine Bartlett  

Gene & Shirley Bassage ~ Sue Bassage ~ Marla Beebe 
Richard Beikirch DVM & The Staff at the Sodus Veterinary Hospital ~ Bill & Bonnie Bolling ~ Jean Bradley 

Charlene Brearey~Jacqueline & Peter Breidt, Jr.~Barry & Elizabeth Buteau ~ Lori Buyck ~ Norma Van Ingen Cappelli  
Paul & Bonnie Carr ~Trudy & Tommie Clay  ~ Donna Chittenden ~ Sally Clapp ~ Christopher Clark 

 Karl & Debbie Countryman ~Duane & Bonnie DeHollander ~ Marion & Dennis DeLeo ~ Judy & Gordon DeLorm  June Cuthbert  
Janet Dingman  ~ Sharon Eastley ~  Carole Eilers-Lloyd ~Janice Esse ~Donald & Jean Eygnor   

Mary Ellen and Frank Fava  ~ Complete Foot Care of the Finger Lakes 
Ellen Foulke & Allen Fleming and their family members:  

Laura, David, and Elisabeth Foulke, and Edward & Susan Vorwerk  
Joan Fox ~ Lillian Galvin ~ Marvin & Karen Garland ~Ann Garrett  ~ Diana Hanley ~ Betty Harper ~ Richard & Lori Healy    

Alice “Bunny” Hebing  ~ Narda & Bill Hellwig ~ Dave Hino & Family ~ Judy & John Hino ~ Polly & Daniel Hoffend 
Perry & Dottie Howland ~ Jean Hyatt ~ Nancy Karasinski ~ Mike & Diane Kelley ~ Linda & Boyd Kimball  
Denise & Elaina Kline ~ Gale Kordzikowski ~ Mary Jane Kunzog ~ Amy & John LaGambino ~ Amy Lamay  

 Ken Lauderdale ~ Robert & Betty Law ~ Victoria Leggett ~ William Lincks ~ Sal & Alina LoFaso  
Barbara & Harold Longley ~ Donna Lurz ~ Ambre Emory-Maier & Jeffrey Maier  ~ Shelly Malloy ~ Peggy Maltman   

Stan Marshall, Jr. ~ James & Lilian Matteson ~ Michael & Shelly McCall ~ Jean and Paul Norton 
The Neighborhood Association of Sodus Point ~ Sandra Potter ~ David Prosser ~ Laura Pyke & Dana Ford 

Diane Rambo ~ Ronald & Elizabeth Rockwell ~ Carol Rosenthal ~ Jim & Peg Ross ~ Tom Ross & Mark Moore 
Anne Salerno & Stuart Smart ~ Ann Saltzer ~ Werner Schmidt ~ Anna Shahin ~ Michele Smith  

George & Marlene Snyder ~ Kenneth Stape ~ Janet & Charles Steehler ~ Wanda Stevenson ~ Greg & Mary Switzer 
Joyce Terwilliger ~ John & Loretta Tesch ~ Wendy & Paul Tuttobene, Sr. ~ Carolyn Villeneuve ~ Jane Wade 

Doris & Kenneth Wamsley ~ Douglas Wiggins ~ Chuck Winship & Pam Masterson ~ Ellie Belle & Flash Womack 
Leona Woodward ~ Sharon & James Wylie ~ Phyllis Younghans ~ Daniel & Jacqueline Youngman  ~ Kathryn Clark Zehler 

 
New Members 

Pamela Allen ~ Allen Bailey Tag & Label ~ Patricia Apfel ~ Maxine Appleby ~ Diane Baker  ~ Baldwinsville Christian Academy 
Bed & Biscuits Kennel ~Judith & Howard Brenner ~Jessica & Bob Brown ~ Carol Brown ~Jennifer Brown-Walters ~Lisa Brubaker 

Debra & Peter Bruen ~ Carol & Robert Bucci ~ Peter & Gloria Burns ~ Edward Byrne & Jennifer Tubbs Byrne 
Robert Cahill ~ Lisa Caldwell & Amy Burdett ~  Todd Card ~ Lynn & Tracy Carlyle ~ Sara Catalano ~ Jacob & Melissa Conkling 

Patsy Cool ~ Joanne Corsica & Maris Dzenis ~ The Davenport-Hatch Foundation  
Timothy Dietrichsen & Conrad Carpenter ~ Jack & Jean Dobson ~ Maureen Duggan ~ Donna Dunn  

Al & Hope Fagan ~ Carol & Mike Fayette ~  Louis & Franceen Ferrara ~ David & Sharon Fingado ~ Katherine Fleming  
 Margaret Forbes ~ Mike Gacek & Joan Yaeger ~ Rebecca & Lawrence Gamba ~ Garlock Sealing Technologies  

Tim Garrad & Susan Scott ~ Donna Gates  ~ Doreen Hebert/Girl Scouts of Genesee Valley 
James Gray Insurance Agency ~ Susan & Michael Harrison~ Cathleen Hauber~ Karisa Hemen~ Vickie & Ron Hensley 

David Hermans ~ William Hetzer ~ Rodney & Theresa Hill ~ Abby Hines ~ Pat Hoefler ~ Darla Howe 
Roy & Elizabeth Hyland ~ Dave & Sue Hyman ~ Thomas & Carolyn Jaeger ~ Steven Jarose & Marvin Ritzenthaler 

Kenneth Johnson & Christine Bush ~ Jean Jones ~ Dawn Jordan ~ Elaine Juliano/Juliano’s Auto Parts 
Jon & Condy Kammerdiener ~ Melanie LaFave ~  Anne Lattime ~Beverly LeBlanc ~Michele Lechner 

 Scott Doyle Lucas ~Irene Magee ~ Diana Malchoff ~ Pamela Malchoff ~ Kathy Mallaber   
 Lauren Marshall & Erica Cappelluti ~ Steven Mastracy ~ Thais McCoy ~ Peg McGee ~ Debbie McIllhagga 
James, Martha, and Jon Miller ~ Michelle and Kenneth Miller ~  Rosemary Mitrano ~ Tony & Gail Moore  

 Kay Moore & Charlie Goodrich ~ Elaine & Lloyd Moore ~ Robert & Julie Myer ~ Newark CSD 
Keri Noger/Girl Scout WNY Troop 9018 ~ A. Richard Nowak ~ Kelly & Charles O’Brien ~ Ellen O’Neill 
Jack & Susan Peachey ~ Dr. and Mrs. Lee Peachey ~ Sharyn Powell~  Pete Quackenbush & Ronda Nelson  

Rita Radke ~ Carly Raspante ~ Gretchen Roberts ~ Matthew Roehrig ~ Jim & Kris Rosa ~ Janet Roycraft ~ Carolyn Russell  
Dolores Salerno ~ Anne Schmidlin ~ Luann & David Schneider ~ Susan & Stephen Schoen~ Jim Shaw & Bob Moriarty 

 Patricia Slattery & Robert Podlena ~ Joseph & Irene Skalny Charitable Trust ~   Gordon & April Smith ~ Jacqueline Spiegel 
 St. John Lutheran Church of Lyons ~ Jim & Joan Steger ~ James & Deborah Stocker ~ Richard & Gillian Stocking   

 Douglas Taylor ~ Karen & James Thompson ~ Amanda Tierson ~ John Michael Tighe ~ David & Patricia Vanable ~ 
Melinda VanEenwyk ~ Ricky & Sharon VanHoute ~ Vivek & Mani Verma ~  Robert & Rae Vogel ~ Robert & Shirley Warkentien  

 The Web Path Center, Inc. ~ Sharon Weimer ~ Richard & Deb Wigle  
Charles Wood ~ Jim Wood ~ Claude Wright/Wright Wisner Distributing 

 
 We LOVE ewe! 

����������	�
���
���������������������������	������ ����������������
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����
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“DONATION” button at www.crackerboxpalace.org 
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Oprah show!                         From Page 1 
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terrible pain from gall bladder complications.  When Mar-
yanne finally connected with them, phones began ringing, e-
mails flying, and arrangements made.  Cheri emphatically 
said that she would not be able to make the trip with her 
current unresolved medical problems, and Burt would have 
to make the trip with Maryanne…and off to Chicago they 
flew. 

After the taping, Burt called Cheri and told her that they 
“received a few gifts” and would be home around midnight.  
Maryanne, however, sent a text message to the effect of 
“OMG! Party at my house on Friday afternoon!” 

Burt and Maryanne didn’t say anything about the show or 
what happened there – they had been sworn to secrecy until 
the show aired on Friday.  What was known, however, was 
that the show for the Hometown Heroes was the taping of 
Oprah’s annual “My Favorite Things” extravaganza.  Except 
this year, being that it was the Oprah Show’s final year, it 
was being dubbed as “Oprah’s Ultimate Favorite Things.” 

With that in mind, people waited eagerly for the show to 
begin.  Nothing could have prepared them for the gifts that 
were bestowed upon Burt and Cheri and their supporter Mar-
yanne.  It was estimated that each guest of Oprah’s show 
received gifts valued at almost $13,000.   

Burt shared that you could just feel the energy in the room 
as they entered the show’s auditorium.  “We’d been sitting 
in a staging area for about two and a half hours,” he shared.  
“We were numbers 25 and 26 in line getting into the studio 
through security.  We knew everybody was there because it 
was a salute to heroes and the people who nominated them 
but that was the hook to get us there.  We had no idea what 
was going to happen. 

Burt and Maryanne knew they were not going to receive 
funding for Cracker Box Palace, but they were curious and 
wanted to attend the show just for the experience.  “To be 
chosen, to be one of the 200 people out of 5,000, to be given 
that opportunity…it was such an experience not everyone 
has had,” Burt said.  “We decided let’s go and let’s have fun 
and promote the farm as best we can.”  

They couldn’t believe their luck to be sitting there among 
all those very excited people.  “When they started giving out 
gifts and people started yelling and screaming, we had a 
really hard time hearing Oprah,” Burt said.  “Everyone was 
full of energy and the roller coaster of feelings were up and 
down for everybody.” 

After the taping Oprah told everyone in the audience that, 
being the kind of people that they were, she knew they 
would choose to give most of their gifts away.  She asked 
them to keep a few, use some as holiday gifts or use what 
they could for their chosen charity.  Harpo Studios is send-
ing out a check to cover most of the taxes involved with the 
gifts to relieve the recipients from that burden. Burt and 
Cheri and Maryanne have already decided to donate several 
of their gifts to be auctioned at Cracker Box Palace’s Gala 
Snowflake Ball which will be held in February.  Burt and 
Cheri just learned that they cannot auction their prize of a 7 
night Caribbean cruise aboard the world’s newest and largest 
cruise ship to raise money for the farm.  They are returning 
the prize certificate to Oprah.  Burt noted, “We just don’t 
feel right keeping something like this when we’re trying so  

 
hard to raise money to purchase the farm.  We just couldn’t 
take an extravagant vacation like that and have everyone 
working back at the farm.” 
  Congratulations to our “Hometown Heroes” and thank you 
for being such a positive force in our community. �
�
�
�
A note from the Editor...We’ve had a lot of people ask why 
Burt and Cheri wouldn’t take the opportunity to take a nice 
vacation.  After knowing these folks for over 10 years now, 
and understanding their total commitment and intense pas-
sion for the farm’s animals and people, it came as no sur-
prise to me.  Burt’s letter to Oprah touched all of our hearts. 
 
Dear Ms. Winfrey,  
 

I would like to thank you for the amazing time we had at 
your Favorite Things Show.  It was an adventure I will never 
forget and cannot thank you enough for the honor you gave 
to us.  While we hardly feel like heroes, it meant so much to 
be recognized as one, regardless.   

I wish to thank you for all the marvelous prizes we re-
ceived also.  They were extravagant and most of them will 
be given out to our volunteers here at the farm that work so 
hard to help keep our animals happy and healthy.  We did 
decide that we would keep the television and Netflix prizes 
for ourselves.  The only prize that we truly cannot use is the 
cruise.  We are in the process of trying to purchase the 
1800’s-era former Shaker farm we currently lease and once 
we do have it, there are so many repairs and additions we 
hope to achieve, it would seem impossible for us to even 
think about taking such a luxurious trip while the farm strug-
gles back home.  We did contact your staff and asked if we 
could auction it off at our Gala Ball, our most important an-
nual fundraiser, this February, but were told that was not 
allowed.   

So we would like to return the cruise certificate back to 
you.  Perhaps there is another person that you could find that 
would deserve such a trip.   

Thank you again for a memorable experience and all that 
you do for the people around the world.  Television just 
won’t be the same once your final episode airs.    
 
Sincerely and gratefully,  
 
Robert J. Madison – Board of Directors, President 
Cracker Box Palace – Large Animal Shelter at Alasa Farms 

Thank ewe to 
Truck’s!  For 
every $5.00 
you put in their 
CBP donation 
bucket, they 
take $1.00 off 
your order! 
AWESOME 
LOBSTER 
ROLLS! 8487 Greig Street, Sodus Point 

585-967-8789 
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    The number of children who visit the farm never ceases to 
amaze us.  Little kids, big kids, kids with disabilities, kids 
who love the animals and can’t wait for a hands-on experi-
ence, and some who are timid but willing to explore some-
thing new.  
    We had a group from Baldwinsville Christian Academy 
come to the farm for a volunteer day and what an amazing 
group of kids they were!     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BCA students Katie A., Celina C. (homeschooler), Emmie 
C., Hanna C., Virginia R., Mirijam C., Victoria R., and Adi-
anna C. pose with “Mort the Gift Horse.” 
 
    And, speaking of Baldwinsville Christian Academy kids, 
student Abby Hines decided to have a birthday party at the 
farm, and donated all of her birthday money…$112.00!  
Abby sent us a great letter that we wanted to share.  Abby, 
you and your friends and family are awesome.  Thank Ewe!  
Please come visit again soon!  And we hope that someday, 
5����� ������� ��� 
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you’d give it lots of love.   

    On December 7, Carly Raspante of Penfield, NY cele-
brated her 11th birthday, and for this young lady, it marked 
the 7th year that she has chosen to do a fundraiser for her 
birthday and donate the money to a charity.      Carly first 
heard about CBP after one of our rescues was publicized on 

TV in Rochester.  Carly’s mom told us that Carly immedi-
ately jumped on to the computer and started researching 
what we do at 
Cracker Box 
Palace.  When 
it came time 
for her choice 
of a birthday 
charity, she 
didn’t think 
������� +$!�	�
critters were 
who she want-
ed to help.   
    The family 
came out to the 
farm on De-
cember 29 and 
delivered 
$350.00 and 
donated two 
big bags of 
kitty litter, cat 
food, brushes, 
vet wrap, and a 
foal feeder!    
Thank ewe, Carly, for your kind heart and love of those in 
need.   
 
    On October 26, the Webelos Scouts of Sodus Pack 111 
gathered just before dark to install their latest community 
service offering—a directional totem pole to point the way 
to buildings and destinations around our sprawling farm ani-
mal shelter complex.  The scouts assisted in positioning the 
pole, making sure it was level, and holding it in place as 
Cracker Box Palace President Burt Madison poured concrete 
that would secure it. 

Pack Leader Bill 
Paton and Assistant 
Leader Kimberly 
Hinchman were very 
proud of the boys’ 

����"��	
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��
average age of the 
boys is 10 and there 
are eight scouts in 
the den. Paton noted, 
“Planning the project 
took longer than the 
actual construction. 
It was a really good 
project for the 
scouts.  We especial-
ly want to thank 
Mike Boone and 
Gerry Beckens for 

their help and donations of materials, and Mike Freeman for 
his role as “engineer.”   Pictured here are Pack 111 partici-
pants Dakota Hinchman, Evan Jackson, Kevin Brown, 
Kendil Bain, Josh Freeman, Nick Tanner, Vincent Orrange 
Paton, Dexter Bain, Kimberly Hinchman asst. leader, and 
Bill Paton leader. 
    Many thanks to Pack 111 Webelos Scouts for helping our 
visitors find their way! 

 

Carly gets a hug from her mom, Judy, and 
little brothers Nicholas and Sam shared in 
the fun at the farm.   
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    Cracker Box Palace, Inc. has signed a formal offer with 
the Mangan Family for the purchase of Alasa Farms at a 
discounted price of $1.5 million.  The Genesee Land Trust 
will acquire the conservation easement and Cracker Box 
Palace will take title to the property by February 27, 2011.   
Cracker Box Palace has been working hard to raise the fund-
ing necessary to complete the transaction.  We will need 
approximately $170,000 for the closing.  This will cover 
both our portion of the cash required to match the New York 
State grant and the estimated closing costs.   
    After we own the farm, we will also be working to raise 
an additional $500,000 to establish an operating endowment.  
These funds will be used to pay for operational costs, fund 
necessary repairs, and as seed money for future grants.  
    Fundraising efforts have focused on applications for foun-
dation grants and requests for private donations.  To date we 
have received the following awards: 
 
· Skalny Foundation   $20,000 
· Davenport Hatch Foundation  $30,000 
· Wright Family Foundation  $1,500 
 
    Cracker Box Palace recently applied for additional foun-
dation funding in the amount of $45,000.   We are awaiting 
decisions about these applications. 
    Individual contributions totaling $39,250 have also been 
received.  All told, we have raised $90,750 so far. 
    We are so deeply grateful to all those individuals and 
foundations that have contributed to the preservation of this 
amazing property and to the protection of the animals that 
call Alasa Farms home.   
    Please consider a donation to Cracker Box Palace, Inc. for 
the preservation of Alasa Farms and providing a forever-
home for our shelter.  Protecting this property will continue 
to provide benefits to the community for generations to 
come.  Any and all donations are gratefully appreciated.  
Join our Preservation Team today! 
 

 
Please consider looking in to 
Planned Giving options.  You can 
make gifts through your Will, life 
insurance, retirement plans, stocks, 
bonds, and annuities.  For more 
information,  check our website or 
call or e-mail the farm.   

The beautiful, historic Alasa Farms property that we are 
seeking to preserve. 



Cracker Box Palace News         Dec  2010          Page 14 

�
    We are incredi-
bly proud to an-
nounce that CBP’s 
listing  has been 
accepted by 

GuideStar, and we have also been given the designation of a 
GuideStar Exchange Partner!  This is HUGE!  After over a 
year, Alice finally compiled all of the info we needed and 
submitted the application.   
    GuideStar is one of the premier organizations in providing 
the public with information about not for profits.  GuideStar 
shares, “Why are we so passionate about nonprofit infor-
mation? Because the best possible decisions are made when 
donors, funders, researchers, educators, professional service 
providers, governing agencies, and the media use the quality 
information that we provide. Those decisions affect our 
world today and will continue to affect it for generations to 
come.”   
    GuideStar is the place where the majority of potential 
donors go to find information about not for profit organiza-
tions, including their mission, programs, financial infor-
mation, information on governance, IRS reports, etc.  We 
will be adding to our information and keeping it updated on 
a regular basis.  Check out our new listing at: 
http://www2.guidestar.org/organizations/16-1600471/
cracker-box-palace.aspx 
or just go to Guidestar.org and search on Cracker Box 
Palace.   
 
    We’re also 
incredibly 
proud to an-
nounce that 
CBP is now  
recognized 
by the Equus 
Foundation and is listed on their web site!!!  Cheri, in her 
relentless search for funding sources, found Equus’ “Carrots 
for a Cause” initiative, sent in our application, and not long 
after, sent out an e-mail to our team announcing “WE 
WERE ACCEPTED!!!”  The Carrots for a Cause initiative is 
designed “to bring together interested individuals and organ-
izations with equestrian and horse-related charities across 
America.”  
    The Equus Foundation serves as a networking focal point 
to serve equine-related charities throughout the US.  They 
assist in recruiting volunteers, provide financial support in 
the form of grants, provide insight on management and fi-
nancial practices of equine-related charities, and LOADS 
more services.  We can’t begin to tell you how excited we 
are about being recognized and accepted for listing by the 
Equus Foundation.   
    We see so many good, exciting,  and positive things com-
ing in our future, but our excitement is, as always, tempered 
by the reality of our day to day life here at the farm.  We’re 
hoping that through these new relationships with nationally-
recognized organizations that we’ll have new paths to sub-
stantially growing our funding...which isn’t an option.  We 
know it will happen.  Together, we’ll “Git R Done!” 

Thinking about New 
Year’s Resolutions  ?????? 
 
CBP newsletter editor Alice Irwin shares a 
few  of her personal thoughts to consider: 
 
�  Step up to the plate and contact local 

law enforcement if you witness or sus-
pect animal abuse (see page 3).  Don’t 
�
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���������
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continuation of an animal’s suffering or eventual death. 

�  Prepare a home-disaster plan for your family that in-
cludes your pets and practice the drill.  A fire or other 
emergency won’t wait for you to figure out what to do.  

�  Spay or neuter your pets.   Talk to your friends about 
spaying and neutering their pets. Kittens can begin re-
producing at 5 months of age.   According to SpayUSA, 
an unspayed cat and her mate, producing 2 litters per 
year with 2.8 surviving kits per year can total 
11,606,077 cats in 9 years.  And that’s a conservative 
estimate…. 

�  Considering adopting a pet.  Whether domestic animals 
or farm animals, you could be saving a life.  Do your 
research before adopting any animal to make sure it fits 
into your lifestyle, schedule, care-giving capability, and 
financial situation.  Proper animal care costs money.    

�  Refine your diet to eliminate factory-farmed animal 
products.  Consider a vegetarian lifestyle! 

�  Contact your local legislators and inquire what types of 
animal protection legislation they are currently support-
ing.  If they’re not, ask them why and demand a contin-
uing dialogue. Stay on them...they work for you! 

�  Set aside a few dollars a week in an envelope to use to 
support your favorite charity.   

�  Set aside a few dollars a week in an envelope to use to 
purchase a ticket for CBP’s annual Gala Ball!!!! 

�  Choose a charity to volunteer some time to and stick to 
it.  Volunteer commitments don’t have to require a huge 
amount of time.  You’ll be amazed how needy and 
grateful charitable organizations are for just the commit-
ment of a small amount of your time.   

�  Look around your house and barns for stuff that you 
really don’t need and could donate.   

�  Commit to spend some extra time with your animals.  
It’s easy to come home from work, tired and worn out, 
put some food in the animals’ bowls, make your own 
dinner, and go to bed.  Give your companions an extra 
hug or brushing.  Look them in the eye and tell them 
you love them...they understand every word you say.  
They need that touch of love and reassurance every day. 

�  Make sure your home/barns/farm are animal-safe.  A 
spill of anti-freeze in a garage is a death sentence for a 
cat or dog.  Certain plants or the wrong feeds mean 
death to domestic and farm animals.     

�  Keep yourself safe, healthy, and whole!  You are all that 
your animals have. They rely upon and trust you and 
can’t feed or care for themselves without you.   

�  Spare yourself a broken leg on the ice this winter...buy 
some YakTrax to pull over your boots.  (Cheri...pay 
attention!)  I don’t think they are made for horses, tho. 

 
HOPPY MOO YEAR TO EWE ALL!!! 
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Edward A. Eaton 
905 Leach Road 

Lyons, NY  14489-9716 
315-946-4583 
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   We have items on our Wish List, large 
and small.  Many are needed on an on-
going basis.  Anything you can do to help 
is appreciated!  Our complete list is on the 

web site.  www.crackerboxpalace.org 
 
Direct Animal Care 
Topical Meds - Betadine solution, ichthymol (drawing 
salve), Furazone, Aloe Vet Cream, Absorbine 
Medicines - Pergalide, bute powder, banamine, SMZ, 
Deximethizone, Ranitidine 
Supplements - 747, B-L Solution, Orthochon,  
ActiVEX, Biotin Hoof supplements 
Wormers - Ivermectin, Safeguard, Panacur, 
Revolution Flea and Tick Control for Cats 5.1-15 lbs. 
Vet wrap 
Gauze pads, cotton rolls 
Halters for horses, cattle, llama, and alpaca 
Collars for goats 
Stall mats 
Hay, straw, shavings, kitty litter, corn cob bedding 
Cowboy Magic, baby shampoo, conditioners 
Grooming gloves 
Fly sprays for horses and stalls/pens 
Horse blankets 
Grooming brushes/currie combs, shedding brushes 
DUCT TAPE!!!  AND MORE DUCT TAPE!!! 
 
Feed and Treats 
Pine Creek Feed & Farm Supply in Lyons has our 
whole list of feeds.  1825 Storms Road, Lyons / 315-
946-6061 
Crunchy and canned food for cats 
Treats: Apples, carrots, cereal, peppermints 
 
Barns and Buildings 
5 gallon hot water heater 
Heat ducts, repair on furnace in the animal med barn 
Window and door repairs 
Asphalt floor in West Barn for the horses 
Clean fill and lots of it, gravel/crush & run, sand 
Electrical work, outdoor lighting, barn painting 
Gates (all sizes), portable corral fence sections 
Large barn-cooling fans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Equipment Needed 
14-16’ dump trailer, zero-turn mower, 16’ enclosed 
tow-behind trailer for LART emergency services 
Bulldozer service for new trails, repairing logging 
damage, campgrounds, and ponds. 
Hay equipment - kicker baler, round baler, rake, tetter. 
“Cover-It” building(s) for hay and saw dust storage 
Pole saw, commercial-grade gas string trimmer 
Tools and Smaller Equipment 
Compressor 
Trimming equipment -  loppers, Felco hand trimmers 
Staple gun 
Power tools: circular saw, drills (corded and cordless) 
& bits, cut-off saw, table saw, drill press, router, power 
screw drivers, nail gun, etc.   
 
Office Supplies 
Bottled Water for the Office People 
Gift Certificates to Staples and BJ’s stores 
External hard drive/back-up device for our computers 
1st Class Postage Stamps  
Printer cartridges for HP Inkjet 1200, #10 Black, #11 
 Cyan, Yellow, and Magenta 
Print Cartridges  HP #74 and 75 XL capacity 
Read/Write CD’s, Scotch Tape, Printer Paper 
 
Cleaning and Paper Products 
Paper towels, toilet paper (septic-friendly), old towels 
and wash cloths, hand sanitizer, hand soap, Windex, 
bleach and cleaners with bleach 
%�����
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Extension dusters, brooms-push and regular 
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Volunteers  
Snow plow person-we have a plow for our tractor 
Fundraising Coordinator & fundraising team 
Office assistance-answer phones & take messages 
Radio & TV Media Interface 
Workers for gift shop 
Tour Guides 
Building and grounds work 
Special event organizers & event workers 
General animal assistance 
Spring-time farm cleanup and “pretty up”-flowers, etc. 
Lawn mowing people 
People to scrape and paint buildings 
….AND MORE!!!! 
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As always, the holiday season 
brings cards and letters that 
warm our hearts and make us 
so deeply grateful to everyone 
who reaches out to support us.  

“Thank ewe” to everyone who shares their CBP expe-
riences with us, and for all of the heartfelt good wishes 
we receive.  You keep our hearts uplifted! 

 
Please have the farm use this donation in any way 

that helps all of your precious animals.  I always wish I 
could do more.  I continue to enjoy the news from the 
farm, although I usually end up crying over some of 
the stories.  God bless you and all of the people that 
work so hard to give these wonderful animals such a 
loving home.  Thank you so much for everything. 

    Jean 
 
Congratulations on the recognition the farm has re-

ceived through Maryanne’s Oprah Show nomination.  
We have enjoyed each visit and the August concert at 
the farm.  Can’t wait to meet Merribelle’s baby.  En-
closed is our membership donation.  Keep well and 
enjoy the holidays.  You all work so hard to help so 
many needy animals in our county.  God Bless! 

    Anne and Stuart  
Cheri, 
Truth is stranger than fiction!  Sunday afternoon I 

met some very cool four legged friends.  I had “met” 
some of them already in newsletters.  Sunday I got to 
meet them in person.  Bunnies, chickens, a cow, hors-
es, goats, a llama, an alpaca, a yellow cat, donkey, and 
a pot belly pig.  Can’t forget to mention the geese, 
ducks, and turkey, or the peacock!  It was fun. 

Now for the stranger than fiction part.   Even though 
I donate to the Cracker Box, I never expected to get to 
visit.  Sunday all started with a road trip from our camp 
in Union Springs to find a placed to go for breakfast.  
Every place we found was permanently closed or 
closed because it was Sunday, or packed full because 
churches had just finished services…so we kept driv-
ing.  When we finally found one open and not full, it 
was The Alton Coffee Cup.  After we ate, you know 
the rest of the story! 

    Dorothy 
Happy Holidays!  Bless You!   
    Geraldine 
�� ��/��� ����� ���	�������� ���� 
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Wishing you much success!   
    Arlene 
Merry Christmas and thank you to everyone  -  your 

love and care of all creatures great and small is amaz-
ing! 
                                              Best Regards,   Mary  

Dear Cracker Box Palace, 
   I was so sad to hear about BaaBaa and Leo.  I wish 

I could adopt more animals but I cannot afford any 
more.  I have 6 sheep and a goat.  Enclosed is a check 
���������"��
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Thank you. 
                                                      Karl and Debbie 
 

   Dear Cheri, Burt, and the Gang, 
Keep up the good work!  You folks have been a bless-
�������
������
��
��"�����  
    Jim 
 
   And speaking of mail, my...how we’ve grown!  
Here’s the back of Ethan and Alice’s Jeep loaded with 
the September newsletters on their way to the post of-
fice.  We’re nearing 700 members!  Many members 
have opted not to receive hard-copy newsletters as we 
do post them on our web site.  If you’d like to opt out 
of a hard copy newsletter e-mail Alice at 
write4u@rochester.rr.com.   

������������������������������������� ���
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www.yswinery.com 
4287 Jersey Road, Williamson, NY 

~ Award-winning, handcrafted boutique grape and 
fruit wines that showcase the best of what the Lake  
Ontario shoreline’s unique climate has to offer.  ~ 
YS Winery is a proud member of the Lake Ontario 

Wine Trail    www.lakeontariowinetrail.com 

Did you know… 
·    If a female horse and a male donkey mate, the offspring 
is known as a mule.  If a male horse and a female donkey 
(also known as a Jenny) mate, the offspring is known as a 
hinny.  Both mules and hinnies are usually sterile. 
·   The average horse eats 7 times its own weight in a year! 
·   74����"
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is no official term for the fear of cows or pigs. (Ask Alice 
about alektorophobia !) 
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    The Neighborhood Association of Sodus Point’s annual 
Winter Family Fest is a favorite destination for CBP’s crit-
ters.  On December 4,  our sturdy crew of Burt, Cheri, Jody, 
Elaine, Connie, Bob, and Margaret loaded up our sheep 
Bummer and Dave, and mamma-goat Lois with her babies 
Johnny and Rose and headed to The Point for the festivities.  
It was a first-ever public appearance for these critters, and 
they did a great job and behaved, well...mostly.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friends of the Farm 
Herm and Wilma 
Young’s grandson, 
Jordan, had a good 
time with the goats.  
He even received a 
kiss from Lois.  The 
goats seemed more 
interested in the 
treats that Margaret 
was holding! 
 
 
 

 
Bummer is such 

� "�
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��"��
this little guy had 
a chance for an 
up close and per-
sonal meeting 
with Bummer 
and Dave.   
 
Everyone at the 
Family Fest real-
ly enjoyed CBP’s 
critters! 

�
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                 By Alice Irwin, reprinted from The Sun & Record 

 
SODUS, October 23 – The weather couldn’t have been more 
picture-perfect for what Cracker Box Palace Farm Animal 

Haven plans to make an annual event:  the Farm Frenzy 
Walk a Thon.  The idea for the walk came up only about a 
month before it was to happen, as members of the Board of 
Directors and some volunteers looked at the checkbook bal-
ance and the stack of bills that needed to be paid and sighed 
a collective “hmmm.”   The shelter requires about $12,000 
each month to cover all of the expenses that are required to 
care for its nearly 200 farm animal residents – feed, hay, 

veterinary 
care, special 
supplements 
and medica-
tions, farrier 
services, 
sawdust for 
stalls, facili-
ty mainte-
nance, and 
more.  Even 
though the 
not for profit 
shelter has 
received 
some signifi-
cant grants 
toward their 

purchase of the Alasa Farms property in Alton, not a penny 
of those funds can be applied toward daily operational ex-
penses.  With the abysmal economy, donations have been 
down significantly and expenses never stop. 

And so, about 40 walkers gathered behind Reliant Com-
munity Credit Union in Sodus to turn in their pledges, get a 
“slow moving vehicle” triangle pinned to their back, and get 
ready for the 6.2 mile hike through Sodus to the farm.  Many 
of the walkers brought their dogs to enjoy the day also, and 
the gang from Ledgewood Equine Clinic even brought two 
miniature horses to walk! The route took them out Ridge 
Road, and at the Dollar General store CBP’s Leo Ticconi 
had a truck and hay wagon decorated with balloons waiting 
to take the walkers safely across Route 104 and dropped 
them off at G.D. Youngs.  

 
   Please turn to Page 19 

Bummer and Dave seemed to like the Christmas 
carols sung by members of the Sodus High 
School’s Select Choir:  Miranda Egnor, Logan 
Key, Sarah Latulipe, Leah Palizay, Darnell Jor-
dan, and  Adam Bauer. 

Debbie McIllhagga with her mini, Dino, and 
Sue Sopko with her dog Toby stride down 
the home stretch through the corn fields on 
Shaker Road.  It’s been a long 6 miles! 



Cracker Box Palace News        Dec  2010          Page 18 

 

 
And what to our wondering eyes did appear, but San-

ta! ...and a whole lot of treasured pets and their owners ready 
for a photo-shoot!  We had our Santa Pet Portraits day early 
in November to give everyone lots of time to order their 
holiday cards and portraits to share with family and friends.                

Once again, our wonderful professional photographer Kim 
Paquette, owner of Kim & Company, donated her time and 
equipment, and even a sleigh!  Many thanks go to Kim’s 
son, Jake (also an amazing photographer!), who hauled the 
sleigh over to the farm during all of our Farm Frenzy mad-
ness.  

Ethan and Alice brought their laptops and gave everyone 
a CD with hi-res photos to take home.    We had  
hot chocolate, cider, and donuts too!  It was a chilly but sun-
ny day, but with a couple of heaters in the new West Barn 
Gift Shop, the computer team and visitors were cozy.   
   We send a special “Thank Ewe” to Santa, who (shhhh...we 
hate to give away secrets)  is Kim’s mom! 
She is the best Santa ever, and has been at the farm the past 
couple of years.  Thanks MOM! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    We always have some great items in our Gala Ball auc-
����	�� �
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hotel accommodations, theater tickets, and a gift certificate 
to The Palm restaurant was donated by Friends of the Farm 
Pete and Mibb Browne!  Bill and Bonnie Bolling took the 
high bid, and recently went to New York just in time to en-
joy the beautiful holiday decorations. You never know 
what’s going to be in our Gala auctions!  Last year we also 
had a great landscaping-paver package, custom portrait 
packages, all kinds of gift certificates for restaurants and 
services, dozens of beautiful gift baskets and more.  This 
year we’ll be featuring a diamond-studded watch valued at 
9:;..�� 7����	
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mention a couple of things!!    
    If you’d like to make a donation for our Gala auctions, 
contact Shelene 315-576-6586  or Alice 315-904-4005. 
Thank ewe, and we’ll see you at the Ball!  

 
 
Why did the ram run over the      
     cliff? 
Because he didn’t see the  
    “ewe turn.”   
 
 

THANK EWE, CHRIS, FOR 
YOUR DONATION OF ROLLS 

FOR OUR CRITTERS! 
 

Original New York Style Pizza  
 ~ Calzones ~ Stromboli~ 

 ~ Salads ~ Dinners including  
Eggplant Parm, Ravioli, Stuffed 

Shells, and so much more!  Hot & Cold Subs  
 Garlic Bread ~ Desserts too!  

Free Delivery  ~ 315-589-3000 
4080 W. Main Street, Williamson, NY 

 

Locally Owned  
& Operated 

109 West Main Street 
Sodus, NY  14551 

315-483-4127 

Thank ewe for your daily 
donations of fruit, breads, 

and vegetables for our 
critters, and your dona-
tions in support of our 
events!  We love ewe! 
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many businesses along the route offered the use of their re-
stroom facilities.  T-Shirt “Corporate” sponsors were Truck's 
������  ���	� !������ ��
�����  �""���� #��
���   Lettering 
Lounge, Williamson and Woodland Silk Screening, Ontario.  
Contributors of prizes, food, soda, and water were Jeff's So-
��	�$
��%
������ ���	�!�����   Trinity Therapuetic Massage, 
 ���	� !�����   &�
����� ����� #��
���   Paton's Market Place, 
Sodus and  Wegman's, Newark.   

As the walkers began to come down the long hill through 
the cornfields on Shaker Road they were greeted with cheers 
and applause...and the theme song from Chariots of Fire!  
The last two walkers explained their delay, saying that they 
had to keep stopping because people along the way wanted 
to talk to them about Dino, the miniature horse they were 
walking with.  A hearty feast awaited the crowd.  Truck’s 
Oven donated nearly 200 sandwiches and kettles of soup, 
and several volunteers brought crock pots of chili and 
soup…all of which disappeared rapidly! 

Of course, there had to be some awards, and winners re-
ceived all kinds of goodies in gift baskets. Most Money 
Raised went to Carlie Lochner, who collected $367.  First 
3
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the Hyman family.  Best Costume went to Chevy the minia-
ture horse (we suspected it was really a goat disguised as a 
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to Marlene Ferguson for that great smile as she sailed across 
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ly, the Last Walker In was awarded to Debbie McIllhagga, 
the LVT from Ledgewood Equine Clinic with her mini, Di-
no.   

The walk raised over $4,000.  Everyone at Cracker Box 
Palace extends a huge “Thank Ewe” to all who supported the 
Farm Frenzy fundraiser, and especially all of the walkers 
and their sponsors.  Thanks also go to the Sodus Town Am-
bulance Corps for keeping an eye on everyone who walked, 
and to Reliant Community Credit Union, Dollar General, 
and G.D. Youngs for the use of their parking lots.  

 
We’re Raffling the Horse Barn! 

    
   Our faithful volunteer, 
Leo Ticconi, has created 
a replica of the horse 
barn, inside and out!  
Everything is hand-made, 
even the little rakes and 
shovels that Leo carved!  
This is an amazing piece 
of craftsmanship.  We’ll 
be pulling the winning 
raffle ticket at the Gala 

Ball, on February 12, 2011.Tickets are $2/each and are 
available by 
mail or if 
you stop by 
the farm and 
can track 
down Cheri 
(hint...look in 
the horse 
barns).  Call 
315-483-
2493 or e-
mail cracker-
bpalace@netzero.com.   

  
    Please remember our friends 
and partners at the Wayne County 
Humane Society.  They struggle 
for funding as do we and they are 
always there for us when we get 
“throw out” dogs and cats on our 
doorstep.  We just can’t take in 
cats and dogs, and we are thankful 

that the WC Humane Society is there to take in these aban-
doned pets who didn’t deserve what they were handed.  
They have the sweetest cats and dogs  who need volunteers 
to work with them in many capacities. If you are looking to 
adopt a new domestic pet friend for life they’ll have the per-
fect companion for you.  Their web site is 
www.hswaynepets.org or you can e-mail them at  

humane@usadatanet.net or call 315-946-3389.   
Please adopt a shelter pet. They will give you  unconditional 
love and  lifetime friendship and companionship beyond 
anything you could have ever imagined.   BELIEVE!!! 

 
Greig Street 
Sodus Point 
 
315-483-9570 
 

“Sodus Point’s Favorite Waterfront Restaurant!” 
Hosts Tom & Brenda Frank welcome you! 

Daily Specials ~ Giant Fish Fry’s  
Steak & Seafood Combos 

New Banquet Room-Book Your Parties Now! 

Maryanne Whyte (left) and Marlene Ferguson provid-
ed a dramatic, slow-motion finish to their walk as they 
glided across the finish line to the theme song from 
Chariots of Fire.  We all noticed, once again, that peo-
ple driving by slowed down, shook their heads, and 
wondered about all the crazy stuff that goes on here!!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When you wish upon a star 
Makes no difference  
    who you are 
Anything your heart desires 
    will come to you 
If your heart is in your dream 

                                 no request is too extreme... 
     When you wish upon a star, as dreamers do. 
Like a bolt out of the blue, 
Fate steps in and sees you through... 
When you wish upon a star, your dreams come true. 

 
 
 
 

Cracker Box Palace Farm Animal Haven -  at Alasa Farms 
A Nonprofit Organization Helping Farm Animals in Need 
PO Box 174, 6450 Shaker Road 
Alton, NY  14413 
www.crackerboxpalace.org    315-483-2493 

Mail to our Valued Member: 

Winter is our Survival Season-Hours are   
Saturdays 10-3 Nov-Apr  

or by appointment 
Visit our web site for info 

Call or e-mail us if you would like to  
volunteer or have a  donation.   

We always need hay!!! 
315-483-2493 

crackerbpalace@netzero.com 
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6th Annual Gala Snowflake Sweetheart Ball - February 12, 2011 - Join us for our most im-
portant annual fundraiser in support of our on-going operations.  Once again, this elegant black-tie optional 
evening will be held at Burnham’s Canalside Restaurant at the Quality Inn in Newark.  The evening includes a 
wine tasting reception, gourmet dinner, silent and live auctions, and more.  And, we are so excited to announce 
that we will again be treated to the wonderful music of the Melody Masters Big Band throughout the evening!   
If you don’t have a Valentine sweetie, not to worry! You’ll have a load of fun getting together with old friends 
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> -deductible as allowed by law.   
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ervations as soon as possible.  We can only accommodate 160 people, so don’t miss out...get your Gala Ball 
tickets NOW!  The Quality Inn is also offering a special room rate for our Gala-goers.   
 

Contact Shelene: 315-576-6586 / slochner@ymail.com or 
Alice: 315-904-4005 / write4u@rochester.rr.com 

Reserve your Gala Ball rooms at 315-331-9500 - ask for the Gala Ball special rate. 
We’ll have lots more info on our web site!!! 
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